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TERM 2, WEEK 10 NEWSLETTER

PRINCIPALS WELCOME

Dear Members of the MacKillop Catholic

.

et College Community,
:

: Last Sunday was the Gospel
of the Parable of the Mus-
tard Seed. Jesus tells us: “The
kingdom of heaven is like
a mustard seed, which a
man took and planted in
his field. Though it is the

smallest of all seeds, yet
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when it grows, it is the larg-
est of garden plants and be-
comes a tree, so that the
birds come and perch in its
branches.” (Matthew 13:31-32).
The mustard seed is notably
small, symbolizing the humble

and seemingly insignificant

inourstudents'dailyactsofkindness
and their commitment to living out
Christian values. The parable high-
lights that once grown, the mus-
tard plant becomes large enough
for birds to perch in its branches.
This symbolizes the inclusivity and
refuge offered by the Kingdom of
God. It is a place where all can find
shelter, peace, and a sense of be-
longing. Our school embodies this
teaching by fostering an inclusive
community where every student
is loved included and accepted.

We strive to create an environment
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where everyone feels wel-
come and is encouraged to
grow spiritually, academical-
ly, and socially. The growth
of the mustard seed into a
tree is not instantaneous; it
requires time and nurtur-
ing. This aspect of the par-
able teaches us about the

virtues of faith and patience.

The Kingdom of God grows
gradually, often in ways that
are not immediately visible.
At MacKillop, we emphasize
the importance of patience
and trust in God's timing.
Our educational journey is a
testament to this, as we pa-
tiently nurture the intellectu-

al and spiritual development
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of our students, trusting that they
will grow into individuals who em-
body Christian values. Aswe reflect
on this parable, let us be inspired
by its message and commit to
nurturing the seeds of faith with-

in ourselves and our community.

May we continue to grow together in the love and grace of God, becoming a

living testament to His Kingdom here on earth.

Lucas Farley

Principal

SCHOOL CAPTAINS

ADDRESS

Semester One has come to a close and we
want to say well done to everyone for your ef-
forts! A particular stand out to us was Sports
Day - there was outstanding sportsmanship,

and some serious talent going around all day.

Some other successes we

had this Semester was Cross

Country, our Project Com-

passion fundraisers and also

our Friday quizzes! The win-
ners of the quiz will be receiv-

ing their victory hamper to

share amongst their class.

The interhouse sports competi-
tion was taken out by McCormack

again! Get around your house

members to take them out!

We hope that everyone has a safe three-week holiday! Refresh your brain and prepare for Term 3!

Hannah Tornsey and Dan Murphy
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IMPORTANT DATES

TERM 3, WEEKS 1-5
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WEEK 1
0 Pupil Free Day
Monday, 15th of July

0 Students Return
Tuesday, 16th of July

WEEK 2
0 CDU Presentation

Tuesday, 23rd of July

0 Catholic Cup - OCC
Thursday, 25th of July

0 College Tour
Wednesday, 24th of July

0 Public Holiday - Show Day
Friday, 26th of July

0 SATAC Information Session
Wednesday, 24th of July

WEEK 3
0 PAARS Track & Field
Wednesday, 3lst of July

WEEK 4
0 Public Holiday - Picnic Day
Monday, 5th of August

0 MacKillop Feast Day
Thursday, 8th of August

0 Colour Fun Run

Friday, 9th of August

WEEK 5
0 Year 10 Work Experience
12th to 16th of August

0 Feast of the Assumption

Thursday, 15th of August

O VYear 8 Camp
12th to 16th of August

0 PAARS Touch Football
Thursday, 15th of August
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Netball championships are coming up! Well
done Sienna, Wynter, Marley and Zanetta
for being selected to represent the School
of Sport Education NT at the School Sport
Australia 12 years and under Netball Cham-

pionships in Melbourne, in September!

Last term, Year 12 Piper Heath graduated from
her 18-month PFES cadetship! Piper was award-
ed the “Award for Excellent in Leadership”, which
goes to the Cadet who consistently displays
leadership and guidance within the Squad. Pip-
er has been a consistent high achiever with-
in Cadets, and is highly regarded by PFES Col-

lege staff where she has part time employment.

We are very proud of Piper's achievements!

Year 12 and School Captain Hannah Torsney has
been making some big moves in Neball this year.
From attending netball championships to mak-
ng the Australian squad, she's done it alll Con-

gratulations Hannah, keep up the great work!



AT MACKILLOP

Science Incursion
MacKillop was visited by some silly scien-

tists who put on a fabulous show for us!

Thank you for sharing your awesome tricks

and  wowing us with  your knowledge!
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Year 10 Street Smart Excursion

This term, our Year 10's attended the annu-
al ‘Street Smart High' excursion, where they
were presented with workshops, faced real-life
scenarios, and heard impactful stories from

people who have experienced road trauma.
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Homeform Quizzes

Year 12 Elizabeth Maxwell had some out-
standing achievements in the 17th “Chinese
Bridge” Chinese Proficiency Competition (WA,
ACT & NT Division). Elizabeth secured the Ex-
cellent Award, Talent Award, and the Online
Popularity Award, making her the night's
most decorated participant! Thank you to ev-

eryone who supported her on social media.
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PRINCIPAL OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

The Potter and the Clay (Romans 9:19-24; Jeremiah 18)

This is a powerful scripture, but so relevant to us
today. We grow every day; however, we do not
always see this growth. Sometimes we see it as
negative behaviour, silly choices or even an ex-
pectation. Each one of us are unique to the cre-
ation of God, he has given us skills and gifts so
we can be of service to him. At many times in our
lives, we have all asked for different things, or even

guestioned why we were made the way we are.

The Lord asked Jeremiah to observe the pot-
ter at work. Jeremiah soon said he couldn’t be
the potter, and mold beautiful things out of
clay. When Jeremiah watched the potter close-
ly, he saw that there was a flaw in the craft being
made. This small reflection is only demonstrating
that we are all flawed and not perfect, but still

gifts from God, perfect in the ways that matter.

Growing also means following all the expec-
tations placed upon our shoulders. Being at
school on time, being in class, on task work-
ing to our very best ability, being in the cor-
rect uniform and growing into the adults that

soon become the society we want to live in.

Term 2 is closing, and | pray you all have a rest-
ful break, recharge the batteries, ready to smash
out our next semester. Term 3 starts with a reg-

ular school day on Tuesday l6th July 2024.
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This semester we explored some of this with
our year 10s on their retreat “I am enough”,
the students looked at many areas includ-
ing their image of God but also themselves.
They too became the potter, using clay to
make their version of what God looked like.

We can see God in everything if only we look.

Often, we see others as the Master potter, we
see all the great things they do, we forget to
look closer to home and see our own master-
pieces. Growing is hard, and for some it is hard-
er than for others. As young people grow, they
are the clay being molded often by many pot-

ters, but ultimately God, the master potter.

The greatest gift you can give anyone is the gift of
life, this we see in your children, as a College we
want them to be the very best version of them-
selves, grow and be successful in who they are. ‘|
am enough’, says so much in today’s society when
the world wants to change us to its own reality. |

say, be more than the potter, be the Masterpiece.

Kind regards,

Stella Wallis



TALKS WITH TINA

Abide Youth Group runs fortnightly on Fridays
at Our Lady Help of Christians with the help
of the NET team, and MacKillop alumni, Abide
Youth Group is a fun way to make new friends,
learn more about the faith, and have fun. We
will be taking a break over the holidays but will

be back next term and will keep you posted.

Future Saint Carlo Acutis, pray for us!

Follow our youth ministry page on Instagram

@mcc_youthministry

MACKILLOP

Catholic College
TERM 2, WEEK 10 NEWSLET TER

Leading up to our MacKillop Feast Day in Au-
gust, we have been preparing over 10 students,
taking them through the Sacrament program
lead by Mr Hurley which runs weekly at lunch
times on Monday. If you're interesting in learn-

ing more about Catholicism and the power of Bap-

tism, reach out to Mrs Wallis, Mr Hurley or myself.

Also in the holidays is our Breakaway Youth
Camp! This is an awesome opportunity for
learning and exploring faith whilst mak-

ing deeper connections with your peers.

The Pope has officially declared a second mir-
acle attributed to the intercession of Bless-
ed Carlo Acutis, the first millennial Saint!
Blessed Carlo Acutis had a love for the Eu-
charist and used his computer skills to cre-
ate a website to share different Eucharis-

tic Miracles with others around the world.
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CURRICULUM COORDINATOR

A couple of years ago, MacKillop added semes-
ter exams into the assessment schedule for
a number of core subjects within the Middle
School. The intention of this strategy is to fa-
miliarise our students to this format of assess-
ment so that they are better prepared for the
requirements of SACE subjects once they enter
the Senior School. Middle School exams were
completed during class time during Week 8

and student results were reviewed thereafter.

Study subject materials and prepare useful notes
2. Tryto getagood night's sleep
3. Eat something - fuel your brain

4. Don't panic and use positive self-talk on the day

Kind regards,

For some students, exam time may have been
an uncomfortable experience. For others, sit-
ting an exam may be a completely new experi-
ence. With this assessment strategy in place, it en-
sures that all students will have experience in the
format early, rather than experience an exam for
the first time in a high stakes SACE examination
See the list below for some helpful ways to manage

exams, provided by the University of New South Wales.

5. Read all of the questions carefully
6. Don't over-answer questions

7. Pace yourself, but keep an eye on the time

Matt Sharp
ARTS
MacKillop Dance Company Instrumental Music Art Club
Miss Abigail Hatton Ms Kathryn Ezzy Mr Jaques Retief
abigail.hatton@nt.catholic.edu.au kathryn.ezzy@nt.catholic.edu.au jaques.retief@nt.catholic.edu.au
NEW OTHER SPORT
MacKillop Drama Society Chess Club MacKillop Saints Rugby
Mr David Lloyd Mr Jaques Retief Mr Matthew Sharp
david.lloyd@nt.catholic.edu.au jaques.retief@nt.catholic.edu.au matthew.sharp@nt.catholic.edu.au
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GRADE OF ORIGIN

In a thrilling display of skill and teamwork, the Year 10
squad triumphed as the champions of the 2024 Jack Cox
Commemorative Plate, securing the prestigious Grade
of Origin title with a decisive 26-4 victory over Year 9.
The match commenced with an air of anticipa-
tion, as Year 9, the underdogs, dominated the ear-
ly game. Nathan Wilson, a standout -celebrity
player from the younger team, led with a series of pow-

erful runs, suggesting a potential upset was at hand.

However, despite their control over the game,
Year 9, donning the blue indigenous jerseys,
failed to convert their dominance into points.
The tide turned when winger Zac Leibenberg,
executed a spectacular catch from Vaiola To-
filua's crossfield kick, landing a try that elec-
trified the crowd. This followed two initial tries
by Cooper Moore, who was later named the
Most Valuable Player (MVP) of the game, and

who also scored a third try in the second half.

Mr Di Donato added a forward-look-
ing statement, urging Mr Tunstall to be-
gin preparing the current Year 8 team
for next year’s challenge, aiming to over-
come the disappointment of this year's loss.
Cratitude was extended to all participants
and supporters who contributed to making

the 2024 Grade of Origin a memorable event.

Kind regards,

Matt Sharp

Year 10’s victory was further cemented by tries from
Rohan Cram, who cleverly capitalized on a sneak kick-
off, Brodie Peacock, who scored the final try in an un-
conventional pair of black leather shoes, and team
captain Alex Liddle, who had the privilege of award-
ing the Plate to Year 10 Coordinator Ms. Lashbrook.
Ms. Lashbrook expressedimmense pridein herteam’s per-
formanceandwasalwaysconfidentintheirabilitytowinthe
Plate.ShecommendedtheYear9teamandtheircoordina-

tor, Mr Di Donato, for their commendable sportsmanship.
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For what was possibly the most amazing camp
of all time, Year 11 loaded up the bus and headed
down the long and dusty road to Jabiru! For some
of us it was a joyful celebration of the beauty in
our own backyard, and for others our first adven-
ture into the ancient lands of Kakadu. And adven-
ture we certainly did! We cruised Ngurrungurrudj-
ba (Yellowwater Billabong) admiring a whole host
of crocodilian friends, and avidly argued our ‘top
three' birds - stiff competition when Kakadu is

home to more than 280 different types of birds

— around a third of all bird species in Australia.

We were blessed with a stunning flower show,

and according to our knowledgeable and hilarious
guide - Dennis - there were more water lilies flow-
ering in Ngurrungurrudjba than there have been in
the last 20 years! We scrambled up Ubirr for stun-
ning sunsets and expanded our minds through
a guided bush tucker tour, where a Jaywon tra-
ditional owner enlightened us with the history

and properties of the incredible plants of Kakadu.

We ate like kings and queens thanks to the en-
thusiastic work of head Chef, Ms. Juni and gen-
eral camp superstars - Miss. Syme, Ms. Price,
Ms. Jinglan, Mr. Lloyd, Mr. Tan, Miss. Lashbrook
Mr. Wallis, Mr Hurley and of course; the won-
derful Father Mick who rounded out our camp
with a beautiful mass in the splendour of God’s

largest Church - our beautiful natural world!

Kind regards,

Mae Campbell-Emery
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After 18 months, the Musical has finally come to a close.
So much work was put into this production from our
talented cast, backstage crew, and teachers around

the school who helped us bring Seussical Jr. to life.

With under 40 cast members and 32 musical

numbers, this was one of the largest and most s cr p
| '): _.4. K 'S
impressive shows MacKillop has produced! N\ s Wk .qlv,fvm.ﬂ;@f{g n
The stage was just as intricate, with a two-lev- i~ MacKitior Cathoric CoLlEGE
‘ Presents ‘h’

el set, and a lighting desk with over 150 cues.

Thank you to everyone who has put in so
much hard work to help us with Seussi-
cal Jr. You have not gone unnoticed and

your efforts are overwhelmingly appreciated.

Now, we rest, rejuvenate, and look forward to our

next production, which is already in planning! - g TCOSIEn a

2024 & &
Kind regards, n &’*’%

David Lloyd
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We have many Interschool and whole-

school sport events coming up!

MacKillop uses the TryBooking plat-
form to collect funds and consent for
all Interschool sport events. This allows

us to keep the price as low as possible.

Keepaneyeoutonsocialsand SEQTA for

updates regarding upcoming events.

0 PAARS Track & Field
Wednesday, 31st of July

0 PAARS Touch Football
Thursday, 15th of August

0 PAARS Orienteering
Friday, 30th of August

0 Swimming Carnival

Thursday, 19th of September

0 PAARS Swimming Carnival
Wednesday, 30th of October

O Top End Middle Volleyball
Wednesday, 30th of October

Kind regards,

Chloe Syme
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FROM CAREERS

See Mrs Marshall for more information

Upcoming Events

0 SATAC Information Session
10.00am Wednesday 12th July

Information about applying for SA/NT university.

0 ADF (Defence Force) Academy Open Day
Saturday 17th August

Excursion forms available.

0 Darwin Careers Expo
Tuesday 20th August 2024

More information to come

0 Monash University Information Evening
6:00pm Tuesday 27th August

Register: https://www.monash.edu/news/events/
monash-information-evening-apply-from-inter

state-sa-and-nt
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Expressions of Interest for VET courses in
2025 are open. The MacKillop Careers Of-
fice is available every day for all students
at recess in the Flexible Learning Centre.
[0 Resumes

[0 Courses

00 Career opportunities

Upcoming opportunities for Term 3 will be
shared via SEQTA Notices, MacKillop Catholic

College Courses and Careers Facebook page.

MacKillop Catholic College has a very useful
website available for all students and families.
https://www.mackillopcareers.com.au/

Feel free to explore the career in-

formation found on the website.

Lots more is planned in this space. Please email
jane.marshall@nt.catholic.edu.au or phone

89305725 for questions, ideas and opportunities.

Kind regards,

Jane Marshall
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On Tuesday the 1ith of June we had our an-
nual Athletics Carnival. It was a great day

that allowed students to show off their

athletic abilities and have a bit of fun.

Welldonetothe Yr12's who facilitated the bbg with
sausage sizzles and soft drinks, had some of our
most fantastic Sports Day costumes yet, and led

their houses in vibrant and enthusicatic chants!

We saw so much awesome talent on Sports Day!
Everyone really put in enormous amounts of ef-
fort and showed great school spirit for their
houses by keeping their areas tidy, participat-
ing in all events and cheering on their peers. Age
Champions and the winning house will be an-

nounced early next term, at our first assembly.

We are now looking forward to our Swim-

ming Carnival on Thursday the 19th
of September at SWELL Palmerston.

Kind regards,

Chloe Syme
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As part of our observance of Reconcilia-
tion Week, we welcomed special guests Pas-
tor John and a group of Elders affected by
the Stolen Generation. Our heartfelt discus-
sion with Pastor John helped to foster under-
standing and empathy amongst our students.
After the talk, all of the students who attend-
ed were given an opportunity to talk with

the Elders and learn about their experiences.

Additionally, to foster connection in our
school community, we hosted a sau-
sage sizzle for students and a nail-bit-
ing Staff vs Students netball game at
lunchtime. Both sides put up a fight,

but the students emerged Vvictorious!

The staff and students’ dedication and en-

thusiasm made this week truly impactful.

To those who helped coordinate events, your hard
work and dedication did not go unnoticed, and

we are proud to have such a dedicated team.

Once again, thank you for your support and par-

ticipation. Together, we can make a difference.

Kind regards,

AIEW Team
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COLOUR FUN RUN

We are holding School Fun Run’s Crazy Co-

lour Day this year, which is being organised by HAVE YDU EBEATED
the Year 12's. We will be raising much needed & YOUH PHOFILE

funds in the lead up to the Year 12 Graduation,

so we're asking everyone to set up a fundrais-

ing page! Every student that raises at least $10

will be able to order a prize. The more money SCHOOL

raised, the better the prize(s). We will be holding &G

our event on Friday, Week 4, Term 3, August 9th! [ i,,,
~"%

——

& SCHOOL School Fun Run is an online fundraising pro-

gram, where all students go home and create
their own online profile. You then choose your
target prizes and work towards hitting your
target! In your profile you will have a unique
cyber-safe link to share with your family and

friends to donate to get you close to your target.

All we need you to do is create an online profile

at funrun.com.au. The 3 classes with the most

profiles will all get an icy pole each!

This is an inclusive fundraiser we would
love you to be a part of! If you would like

to come down and watch your kids run on SCHOOL

the day, we would love to see you there!

Sign Up Now
schoolfunrun.com.au

Kind regardes,
Michael Cunningham
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COMMUNITY

Book Character Week s
coming up in Week 6 of
next term! Start preparing
your character now! Awe-

some prizes to be won!

Dress up as your favourite book character
Prizes for the best three original home-made costume
Prize for the best store-bought costume

Presentation and Judging on Wednesday 21st August.
in the MacKillop Library

CBCA Book Week
19-23 August 2024
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www.thearray.gg

Don't miss out on this awesome
School Holiday's Program! Plen-
ty of activties and the opportu-

nity to see your mates and learn!

@ THE ARRAY [ ]
6/27 Smith Street Mall

MONDAY - FRIDAY

Discovery Piscine )

Take the plunge today!

No teachers, no lectures, just pure project Lo e
based fun. Whether you're a coding FOR 14 -17 YEAR OLDS
newbie or a tech enthusiast, this is your

playground to explore, create, and TRANSPORT AVAILABLE
innovate to build a website with html, css

and javascript . CATERING PROVIDED

THE ARRAY [ ]
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WANT TO SUBSCRIBE TO
OUR NEWSLETTER?

VISIT OUR SCHOOL WEBSITE
HTTPS://WWWMACKILLOPNT.CATHOLIC.EDU.AU/NEWSLETTERS/

TO STAY UP TO DATE AND BE A PART OF OUR
COLLEGE COMMUNITY
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