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Dear Families,

Last week 22 July, the Church celebrated the feast day of St Mary 
Magdalene. Her story is one of incredible conversion, when she 
encounters Jesus at a relatively early stage of his public ministry 
(Luke 8:2). In an act of divine mercy, Jesus casts out from Mary, what 
is described as ‘seven demons.’ Following her deliverance, Mary 
clearly became one of the Lord’s closest followers, as she is present 
at significant events throughout his ministry; including being one of 
the few present at the foot of the cross during his crucifixion and 
death, and the very first person to see him alive after he rose from 

the dead, on that first Easter Sunday. 

When I reflect on St Mary Magdalene’s story, I cannot help but call to mind God’s 
never failing mercy and forgiveness. Did Mary fall, or rather, sin again after her initial 
encounter with Jesus? Quite possibly, if we’re being honest about human nature. 
St Peter, as an example, fell a few times after his initial call, particularly when he 
publicly denied three times even knowing Jesus. If Mary, did fall again after her initial 
conversion, she evidently returned to Jesus again and our Lord forgave her; if she had 
not, Mary would not have been closely present at those moments of the Lord’s Passion 
and Resurrection. 

The life of St Mary Magdalene should then serve as a reminder to us, that not only are 
we too called to be Jesus’ disciples, but that if or when we may fall, we can return to 
the loving arms of Jesus again and again, and he will always forgive us. For Catholics, 
especially when it is a heavy fall, availing ourselves of the Sacrament of Confession is 
the best medicine. Always remember, it’s not how we fall, it’s how we get back up, 
Jesus will always love and forgive you. I’m very much looking forward to our major 
feast day (solemnity) next week of our Patroness, St Mary of the Cross MacKillop. 

St Mary Magdalene, pray for us. 

God bless,

Lucas Hurley
Principal

Lucas Hurley
Principal
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From the Deputy Principal 
- Pastoral Care 

Dear Families,
 
Welcome to Semester 2! We hope that you 
have had a healthy and restful break. This 
term we have many exciting calendar items, 
which will be shared with you shortly, namely 
Year 8 & Year 9 Camps, MacKillop Feast Day, 
and Cross Country.
 
We will also be releasing a Pastoral Care 
portal on our College website this term for 
your convenience to assist with all topics 
Pastoral Care. The topic to be released for 
August 2021 is Social Media and Digital 

Reputation. Please look out for information and resources from 
professionals to assist your children in this regard.
 
As a reminder from previous communications, we will have a student 
free day on Monday 9th July for staff development around resilience. 
The first round of Year 9 Camp will still however, be leaving on this 
day for their adventure to Katherine and surrounds.
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions about 
the Pastoral Care Portal or the upcoming Student Free Day.
 
Kind regards,

 Candice Slingerland
Deputy Principal - Pastoral Care

STUDENT FREE 
DAY: 

MONDAY 9TH 
AUGUST

Catholic Identity News 

From the APRE

There are many things that define a Catholic 
School but the most important is that we link 
our students’ everyday life and learning to the 
celebration of our most sacred liturgy - the 
Eucharist or Mass. Mary MacKillop attended 
Mass each day to prepare herself for her work 
and mission.
 
On Friday 6th August we are inviting every 
student, staff member and family to be present 
at 9.00am to celebrate St Mary MacKillop of 

the Cross MacKillop who is the patroness of our College. Following 
the Mass will be a broad range of activities for our students to engage 
in the community building that is so essential to our students’ growth 
and understanding of their world.
 
This is not a day to remain alone or absent from school. This is a day 
to celebrate what is right and good in the world.
 
This week I will explain to our student at Assembly that our Mass is 
celebrated in just the same manner as we would welcome guests into 
our home. Just as there are four parts of the Mass you may see the 
analogy
 
Gather                   We gather together as one community.               
  We invite people to gather in our home.

Proclaim                 We listen to the scripture.                         
  We share stories that we can all relate

Break                     We receive communion or blessing         
  We break bread and share a meal

Send                      We leave the Mass full of hope.                
  We leave with purpose and fulfilment
 
Thank you,

 Richard Milne
APRE

 

 

Candice Slingerland
Deputy Principal - Pastoral 

Care

Richard Milne
Assistant Principal - 
Religious Education
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Scholarships News

Every year the College awards four scholarships to help dedicated 
students who will be in year 10 the following year. Recipients will be 
given a 50% discount on their Year 10 tuition fees.

Criteria

Scholarship recipients must:
• Be enrolled for at least semester two in their year 9 at MacKillop
• Demonstrate an outstanding achievement in at least 50% of their 

subject results for Year 9
• Demonstrate outstanding achievement in their good standing 

within College life for Year 9

How to Apply

Write to: The Administering Officer
Year 9 to 10 Assistance Scholarships
c/o The Principal's Executive Assistant 
MacKillop Catholic College
PO Box 2608, Palmerston, NT 0831

Application must be from the student concerned, and co-signed by at 
least one parent or guardian.

Application must be a formal letter, and may be hand delivered; posted, 
or emailed as an attachment.

Closing date: end of Friday, Week 10, Term 3.
Late applications will not be considered.

Applications are now also open for Year 7 Scholarships. Applicants must 
have already completed the enrolment process for next year. Go to 
mackillopnt.catholic.edu.au/scholarships to find out more or to apply.

Bus News

 

Inclusion Support News

BUSSY'S
CORNER

Issue 7 - July 2021

School Bus

§   Over 1.5 Billion trips are made on the

bus every year in Australia, so, keeping

the bus clean is very important for you

and everyone else. 

Please ensure a good understanding of student responsibilities as
outlined in the Code of Conduct for School Bus Travel. Click on this link

for the Code:
 

https://nt.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0010/547624/code-of-
conduct-school-bus-travel.pdf 

INTERESTING 
FACTS !!

Buslink -  Berrimah Depot     Tel 8944 2444                             Buslink Humpty Doo Depot  Tel 8988 2762

Arachibutyrophobia" is the fear of
peanut butter sticking to the roof of

your mouth. Didn't realize this was even
a thing

BUS ZONE

If you're eating a snack and the bus
hits a bump in the road or stops
suddenly, the sudden movements
can cause you to accidently
swallow something and start to
choke

In case of an allergic reaction, the
driver may not know how to help
you appropriately

Not eating on the bus keeps it clean
and fresh for your next ride. No
one likes a gross and smelly bus

Rubbish left on the floor can cause
someone to trip and break a neck,
and you wouldnt want to be the
cause of that

RESPECT THE BUS 
NO FOOD/DRINK is allowed while riding on the bus because,
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Finance News

To all Families regarding Family Accounts:

As you are no doubt aware, on 01 July we 
migrated from our old MAZE accounting 
system to a new system.  Apart from the fact 
that the old programme is outdated and no 
longer supported, the migration was also 
necessitated by a standardisation of all Colleges 
and Schools within Catholic Education NT.
 
This migration process has not been without its 
share of teething problems, and in this regard 
we respectfully ask that you patiently please 

bear with us as we continue to work through our checks and balances.  
This means that the processing of July transactions will be postponed 
most likely to early August.  Your next statement will, therefore, be 
available at the end of August.
 
We apologise for any inconvenience that this may cause and your kind 
understanding is greatly appreciated.
 
Many Thanks,

Gary Ninneman
Business Manager

Agriculture News

Year 7 Agriculture Field Trip to visit the 
Berrimah International Cattle Export Yards

On June 21 the Year 7 Agriculture class visited 
the Berrimah International Cattle Export 
Yards. They were accompanied by our staff 
including Principal Peter Maloney.

Students were addressed by Ben Giblett 
manager of the export yard. The yards belong 
to the Northern Territory Livestock Exporters 
Association. Ben was accompanied by his yard 
assistants who showed us around the facility. 
Ben explained that the yards are a quarantine 
facility, to ready cattle before being shipped 
to foreign countries. Cattle are electronically 

identified, weighed and fed a sustaining ration to ready them for long 
days or weeks aboard the ship.

Ben systematically demonstrated the various operations of the yards 
starting with the feeding, the make-up of the ration and method of its 
preparation. Ben explained where the cattle came from - the Kimberley, 
Alice Springs, the central desert country, and Eastern Queensland where 
it is closer to Rockhampton, yet 6 days further away from Indonesia 
by ship, thus giving the Darwin port a competitive advantage over the 
Queensland ports. 

Ben informed us that the heavier cattle are sent to Vietnam, China, 
other South East Asian countries and historically to the Middle East 
for immediate slaughter and consumption. Presently, lighter cattle are 
sent to feedlots in Indonesia where they are fattened on high energy 
feed which includes a mix of grains and fruit. The Indonesian feedlots 
can employ up to 500 people performing manual labour tasks that in 
Australia are otherwise performed using large machinery.

We are very grateful to Stephanie Frankham from the Northern Territory 
Cattlemen’s Association and who carefully planned the visit and to Ben 
Giblett who made us welcome. We plan to visit again during term 4. 

Patrick Sibley
Agriculture Instructor

Amber Symonds

Gary Ninneman
Business Manager

Patrick Sibley
Agriculture Instructor
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Arts News

Darwin Water Challenge

Congratulations to the Visual Arts students who created work themed 
on the traditional top end seasons in Aboriginal culture for the 2021 
Darwin Water Challenge.

MacKillop's Got Talent

Don't forget to see the staff in the music room to sign up to perform at 
MacKillop's got talent and win some prizes!

Extracurricular Art Club

MacKillop now has an extracurricular club for visual artists. See Mr 
Retief if you are interested in finding out more!

Saints News
Clearance Sale on Saints Gear from the Rugby 
Shop Darwin City

In an effort to clear the Saints old stock, Bruce is offering it at 40% off 
right now!

Shorts now only $39
Singlets now only $30
Polos now only $36

Get in quick! More gear including hats and shirts is also available from 
Mr Tyler in the front office.

Catholic Cup

Saints will be versing O'Loughlin on the 4th August in the hopes of 
retaining the Catholic Cup in 2021. Please come on down to the field at 
3 to cheer on our boys.

Tiwi Cup

On the 19th-20th 
August our Rugby 
League team will 
travel to the Tiwi 
islands for the 
inaugural Tiwi Cup. 
After the game the 
team will spend 
some time with the 
community sharing a 
meal and staying the 
night on the island. 
Permission forms 
must be returned by 
6th August.
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MacKillop News
Remote Control Car Racing

Students in the Gifted and Talented Unit are learning how to be more 
effective in a team - and for Year 11s, how to lead - by racing remote-
controlled cars against each other.

Each of the teams, made up of Year 7s to 11s, are spending a week of 
Home Form sessions deciding how best to get their three race cars to 
the start line for a Friday heat. They won't know until the race day which 
of each year level will be driving. The tracks are this week inside, but in 
future weeks will become outside, longer and more difficult. 

Languages News

Saints Basketball

In Term 3 Basketball is the focus sport of the Saints! If you are interested 
in getting invovled, even if you haven't played before, speak to Mr 
Jackson. Period 5 Mondays and Fridays.

ATI News
Visit from Mr Levers' Mum

During Reconciliation Week this year we were honoured to have Mr 
Roy Levers' Mum speak on assembly. Roy is an an AIEW (Aboriginal and 
Islander Education Worker) here at MacKillop of Tjapukai ancestry. 

Roy’s Mum is 91 year old and was born and raised on a mission near 
Cairns in what Mr Levers described as slavery-like conditions for the 
first 17 years of her life. They worked hard for no pay (wages stolen) 
to gain the necessary skills to ensure a better future for their families.

Eagle Group News

Chess Champs

2021 Semester 1 winner – Arthur Lewis, Year 11: 1st place – Ella Day, 
Year 10: 1st place – Ben Rowe, Year 9: 1st place – Lakshya Chanda, Year 
8: 1st place – Tom Rooney, Year 7: 1st place – Tanner Hann
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NTPFES Cadets

Some of our Year 12 Students have successfully completed the NT Police 
Fire & Emergency Services Cadetship Program (Squad 8)
 • Holly Grieve
 • Ariana D’Antoine
 • Tiana Sariago
 
They gained qualifications in Cert II Community Engagement, Cert 
III Business and over 600 hours of training & volunteering in our 
community.

VET Centre Progress

Tertiary Options

RTO, VET & Careers News
Vocational Education and 
Training

I'm so proud of our students, following 
their passion, gaining life skills and National 
Recognised Qualifications in Automotive, 
Kitchen Operations and Electrocomms at the 
new Palmerston Training Skills Centre. 
 

NOT TOO LATE.. 
Still a few spaces left to enrol in VET for Semester 2….

BSB10120 - Certificate I in Workplace Skills 
AHC10116 - Certificate I in Conservation and Land Management 
Landscape Construction Pathways Program 

Ensure you submit your Expression of Interest (EOI) Form to Ms Neuman 
in the Flexible Learning Centre to secure your place.

Patricia Sweeney Fawcett
Managing Director - RTO

Moving to Perth for Uni?
come and hear from

st thomas more college
(TOMMY MORE)

Expand your horizons by exploring what it means to live on campus while studying. 
You might be surprised just how good going to uni can be...

Venue: Date:  Fri  30  July 12.00 PM

Safe and vibrant University Student Accommodation
Stand out -  Become “More than a Degree” at Tommy More (UWA )

Students  at  Tommy More attend UWA, Curt in,  Notre Dame,  Murdoch,  ECU, or TAFE
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Science News
Questacon

Three students from MacKillop have been selected to participate in 
the Questacon Invention Convention, to be held from 13-15 July at 
CDU, Darwin.

Selected students are:
1.      Lakshya Chanda
2.      Arthur Baptist Lewis
3.      Travis Higgs

Congratulations!

Sport News
Cross Country

 

PARRS Athletics
The PARRS Athletics Day at Marrara Stadium was on Friday 25th June. 
Those that placed in an event on the day are:

 • Makenzy Smith (y7): 1st in 800m & Long Jump, 3rd in 100m
 • Bledar Alliaj (y7): 1st in 200m
 • Eva Kay (y8): 2nd in discus
 • Taelah Smith (y9): 2nd in 100m, High Jump, Triple Jump
 • Hannah Tornsney (y10): 3rd in 800m

Sports Vouchers
Don't forget to apply for your $200 sports vouchers from the NT 
Government! sportvoucher.nt.gov.au

MASH Netball Club News
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Upcoming Events

Thu 29 Jul 5pm College Tour

Fri 30 Jul Ultimate Frisbee - Round 1 - 
  Confalonieri vs Hurley

Sun 1 Aug Evolution Dance Competition

Mon 2 Aug Picnic Day Public Holiday

Wed 4 Aug Cross Country

  Rugby League - Catholic Cup 3pm

Fri 6 Aug MacKillop Feast Day - Mass, 
  MacKillop Dash, MacKillop's Got 
  Talent

Mon 9 Aug Pupil free day

Week 4 Year 9 Camp

Week 5 Year 8 Camp

Gain the
skills you

Need For the
job you want

Future-focussed certificate courses in a range of industries

mackillopnt.catholic.edu.au/rto
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