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Dear Families of MacKillop Catholic College,

With a long week-end upon us, I would like to take the opportunity to comment 
on security around the College.

MacKillop Catholic College is proud of its strong community ties. The College plays 
host to something like 16 local community organisations who utilise the College’s 
facilities throughout the week, at all hours of the day and night. I know the College’s 
foundation Principal, Mrs Lauretta Graham, was immensely proud of this tradition 
and culture. We are truly a community school.

But there is a flip side to this. We are an open school with no security fencing.  
People can enter the College grounds at any time of the day or night, and they often do. However, on some 
occasions, the intentions of some of our visitors are unwelcome. A fortnight ago, the College had some 
visitors overnight who did damage to a door. Security camera footage proved helpful in recognising who 
was responsible and due processes are being followed.

However, families and students, remember that you have lockers which are easily accessible to visitors 
on campus. My message to our students - please be conscious of locking your lockers! There is little point 
in having a locker if you do not secure or lock it. Anybody can enter the College grounds at any time of 
the day or night. They can walk through and look for lockers which have not been firmly secured.  This is 
what happened last Friday night. On Saturday morning, I picked up the contents of several lockers which 
had been left unlocked.  What was most interesting was that one of those lockers contained a laptop and 
charger. I suspect that between the dim security lighting and the fact that the laptop was on the top shelf 
and not quite so readily visible, it remained undetected.  The moral of this story however, is do not leave 
$1500 laptops in unlocked lockers!  If it was me, I would not even leave my laptop in the lockers overnight.  
I would take my laptop home with me every afternoon, firstly to work with that evening, and secondly, to 
charge overnight.

Those lockers are designed and intended to keep honest thieves out only.

This next comment is meant for families who collect their children of an afternoon by car.  In the normal 
course of events, that afternoon ‘peak hour’ to collect students is over by 3.10pm.  I have noticed that in 
the last few days that this is dragging out for an extended period of time.  This is simply because parents / 
carers are waiting in the 2 minute parking bays, blocking traffic flow, and their student is still in the centre 
of the College grounds socialising with his/her friends.  Parents/carers, please stress with your student the 
importance of them waiting at the front of the College for immediate pickup.

Changing topics, I would like to take this opportunity to thank all those staff and students involved in 
Tuesday’s Athletics Carnival. In particular, I would like to thank Ms Tahnee Gale for the wonderful job she 
did in organising this carnival. It was a delight to see the carnival run so smoothly and to see so many 
students involved. Those smiles have carried right through this week. As Ms Gale pointed out to me, this 
is probably the first full school event we have held in nearly two years, thanks to COVID.

Finally, a reminder that we enter exam block and assessment due date times next week.

God bless and take care,

Peter Moloney
Principal

Peter Moloney
Principal
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MacKillop News
Arts News 

ART EXHIBITION OPENING

DRAMA NIGHT
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MacKillop News
DANCE NIGHT MUSIC NIGHT

Recordings of all events are on our Youtube channel
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MacKillop News
COMMUNITY ARTS EVENTS

School Officers' Day

On School Officers' Day our MLA Lia Finocchiaro brought us this 
amazing cake, seen here with two of our hardworking office ladies, Ms 
Kim Schofield and Ms Olivia Lynch. Thank you to all our ISAs, cleaners, 
grounds workers, admin assistants, canteen staff, finance team, IT team 
and others who all keep the wheels turning at MacKillop.

Bus News 

Modern History News 

East Timor

Dr Lewis's Modern History students are shown watching an explanatory 
video on East Timor, at the conclusion of a talk by Year 11 student Jah-
Ryse Godinho. Jah-Ryse spent some of his childhood there, and was 
able to present some pictures and background to the country, along 
with displaying a family heirloom.

The Modern History class is comparing the revolutions of the American 
Civil War of 1861-65 to the East Timor conflict, which began after World 
War II and saw Australian forces deployed there following a dramatic 
rise in tensions in 1999. This led to an Indonesian withdrawal and the 
creation of a new nation. 

The class is very grateful to Jah-Ryse for his time. 

 

 

Amber Symonds

BUSSY'S
CORNER

Issue 6 - June 2021

School Bus

When in MOTION, Stay SEATED & BUCKLED

INTERESTING 
FACTS !!

Do not walk around or unbuckle
your seat belt while the bus is in
motion

Tell your friends walking about
to seat back and buckle up for
their safety

Please avoid unbuckling or getting off your seats when
the bus is in motion. Remember that the driver is
focused on getting you home safe, and movements
around the bus could distract the driver

Most students behave appropriately most of the time.
However, inappropriate behaviour by some students
can make travel unpleasant for their peers, distract the
driver, result in damage to vehicles or, in extreme cases,
put bus occupants and other road users at serious risk.

Driver distraction is known to play a role in 20-
30% of road accidents

If the car stops suddenly or is in a collision you
will not be protected if you are running around

If the driver can’t concentrate on driving, they
might have a crash

 What you should know ..

Please ensure a good understanding of student responsibilities as outlined in the
Code of Conduct for School Bus Travel. Click on this link for the Code:

 
https://nt.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0010/547624/code-of-conduct-

school-bus-travel.pdf 

Buslink -  Berrimah Depot     Tel 8944 2444                             Buslink Humpty Doo Depot  Tel 8988 2762

Einstein's brain was stolen
 when he died by the pathologist on call
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Library News 

Catholic Identity News 

In August 1914, Ernest Shackleton 
and his men set sail for Antarctica, 
where they plan to cross the last 
uncharted continent on foot. By 
January 1915, his ship, the Endurance, 
becomes locked in pack ice, and sinks 
without a trace. 
To survive, Shackleton and his crew of 
twenty-seven men must undertake a 
trial even more extreme than their 
planned crossing of the frozen 
continent. Their aim is to make it home, with only lifeboats to 
cross the heavy seas of the South Atlantic - and the life-
saving power of Shackleton’s extraordinary leadership skills. 

One 
terrifying 
fall 
shatters 
her leg - 
and her dreams 
of a ballet 
career along 

with it. After a summer spent healing, 
she must trade her pre-professional 
dance classes for normal high school, 
where she reluctantly joins the 
musical. However, the stage does offer 
more than she expected - her castmate 
Jude. He’s annoyingly attractive, 
ridiculously optimistic and, worst of all, 
Alina just might be falling for him. 
However, finding a new normal means 
making peace with her past and 
acknowledging the racism she faced.  

Cee woke up 
on the shores 
of an 
abandoned 
island three 
years ago with 
no idea how 
she got there. 
Now eighteen, she lives in a shack 
with an ageing android, and a single 
memory - she has a sister, and she 
has to escape to find her. 
From the safety of the eco-city 
floating above Earth, now decimated 
by natural disasters, sixteen-year-old 
Kasey mourns Cee whom she’s sure 
is dead. She too wants to escape - 
the eco-city is meant to be a 
sanctuary for people who want to 
save the planet, but its inhabitants 
are willing to do anything for refuge, 
even lie. Is Kasey ready to use 
technology to help Earth, even 
though it failed her sister? 

 

May 

 F   
HE 

 F   
GRO 

 F   
TUR 



May your journey always be filled with blessings and may the life of Saint Mary MacKillop ignite in you the flames of faith and service

6

MacKillop News
Still a few spaces left to enrol in VET for semester 2….

BSB10115 - Certificate I in Business  
AHC10116 - Certificate I in Conservation and Land Management 

Ensure you submit your Expression of Interest (EOI) Form to Ms Neuman 
in the Flexible Learning Centre to secure your place.

Careers
 
The University of Adelaide are visiting!

 Year 10s, 11s and 12s are welcomed to attend their presentation in P5 
on Friday 11th of June in the Flexible Learning Centre.
They will then have a pop-up at the Buddy Bench for lunch.
If you are interested in going to University (not just this particular one), 
please attend!

Patricia Sweeney Fawcett
Managing Director - MacKillop RTO

VET Centre Construction Update
 

Saints News
Sale on Saints Gear from the Rugby Shop Darwin 
City

In an effort to clear the Saints old stock, Bruce is offering it at 40% off 
right now!

Shorts now only $39
Singlets now only $30
Polos now only $36

Get in quick! More gear 
including hats and shirts 
is also available from Mr 
Tyler.

RTO News

Vocational Education and 
Training

MacKillop VET students had the opportunity 
to meet Hon Eva Lawler at the official opening 
of the Palmerston Youth Skills Centre. They 
offer a range of courses including engineering, 
animal studies, hospitality, electro-technology, 
construction and automotive.  Our students 
are excelling in their courses.    Congratulations 
to all students who attended, you made us 
very proud!  

 
Staff recently attended a VET Community of Practice Networking 
Breakfast held at Charles Darwin University.  This provided an excellent 
opportunity to collaborate with industry and the VET sector across the 
NT. 

Patricia Sweeney Fawcett
Managing Director - 

MacKillop RTO
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Science News Outdoor Ed News

Umbrawarra Gorge Rockclimbing Camp
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Sport News
PARRS Volleyball Winners

Photos and results from the Athletics Carnival will be 
included in the Week 10 Newsletter

Technology News
Augmented Reality

Gareth and Bernadette from Green and Gold Education came out 
to do a workshop with a group of student s on the exciting emerging 
technology of augmented reality. The students walked around the 
College interacting with a series of virtual displays on the history of the 
Australian film industry.

Upcoming Events

Mon 14 Jun Queen's Birthday Public Holiday
  
15-18 Jun Year 11 Exams

Mon 21 Jun Board Meeting 6pm

24/25 Jun Year 11 Camp

Fri 25 Jun Last Day of Semester 1

Mon 19 Jul Student Free Day

Tue 20 Jul First day back for students

Community News



About Us
Daniel Giles OAM

Daniel is proudly Autistic working tirelessly as an advocate for other Autistic 
individuals and others with diverse needs. 

He was diagnosed at the age of 2.5 years, experienced delays in verbal communication 
and needed assistance with understanding neurotypical social interactions. 

Daniel’s commenced his education in a special school. With support from his family 
and many others, Daniel transitioned from special education to mainstream schooling. 
He then went on to achieve a Bachelor of Graphic Design (Hons). 

As an adult he lives independently, works part-time as a graphic designer and 
photographer, and does a range of volunteer work. 

Daniel is actively involved in many roles including the Victorian Disability Advisory Council (DHHS), the 
Public Transport Access Council and the V/Line Accessibility Reference Group. He is also passionate about 
educating the community about being Autistic and mentoring other Autistic Individuals. 

Daniel has been speaking at professional development events, to health care workers, educators and 
families since the age of 13 and has a unique ability to give a clear insight of life as an Autistic Individuals, 
along with strategies that have helped him with his quality of life, enabling him to achieve great things.

Daniel was honoured to receive the Order of Australia Medal (OAM) in 2017 for his “Service to Disability 
and the Community”. 

Daryl Giles
Daryl is proudly Daniel’s dad.  

He is inspired by and in awe of Daniel’s self-advocacy work and all that he has 
achieved. 

After several years of discussing the possibility of a collaboration with Daniel,  
Daryl has come on board to present with Daniel and provide a parent’s perspective 
of Daniel’s life journey from his diagnosis through to the incredible recognition of 
Daniel’s social justice work when he was awarded the Order of Australia Medal (OAM) 
in 2017. 

Daryl brings to the discussion some insight into the emotional process of coming 
to terms with your son or daughter’s diagnosis as well as his perspective on subjects including strategies 
surrounding early intervention, inclusion, education, independent living, employment and a careful measure 
of tough love to achieve best outcomes for your child on the autism spectrum.

Daryl has always been a calm and focused hands-on parent and willing to do what is needed to achieve the 
best for Daniel.

What we do
Together, we aim to bring our story far and wide. In doing so we aim to provide our audiences with:

 » A better insight of the mind of an Autistic individual.

 » Some ideas for strategies to achieve best outcomes at home, in the community and in school settings.

 » A message of hope to the parents and families of children on the Autism Spectrum.

speaking

insights
PO Box 5062 
Sandhurst East VIC 3550

e: admin@speakinginsights.com.au 
w: www.speakinginsights.com.au

Find ‘Speaking Insights’ on 
Facebook and Instagram

ABN: 11 945 440 100

From Diagnosis to OAM
A Personal Autism Journey

Venue
Smith Street Social  
22 Smith St, Darwin

Tickets (*Includes $0.50 booking fee for online bookings)

Individuals on Autism Spectrum, family & carers $30.50*

Professionals
Teachers/Caseworkers/Therapists – incl. CPD cert. 

$60.50*

www.trybooking.com/BRPLY 

Contact
e: admin@speakinginsights.com.au
w: www.speakinginsights.com.au

ABN: 11 945 440 100

Presented by
Daniel Giles OAM
Order of Australia  
Medal Recipient  
and Autistic Self-Advocate

Daryl Giles
Parent Advocate

Find ‘Speaking Insights’ on Facebook and Instagram

EDUCATORS CPD MAINTENANCE:  
Educators can claim 2.5 hours of Professional 
Development. Australian Professional Standard for 
Teachers at the level of Proficient Teacher 6.4.2

Daniel and ‘Daniel’s Dad’ (Daryl) will discuss 
Daniel’s journey from diagnosis to present day 
giving an insight from Daniel’s personal perspective 
of living life as an Autistic individual.
Topics include diagnosis, school journey, independent 
living, employment and strategies used to achieve the 
best outcomes.
There will also be an opportunity for questions.

Darwin
Thursday 29 July 2021: 7pm-9:30pm
(2.5 hr seminar inc question time, doors open at 6:30pm)

speaking

insights








