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Dear Members of MacKillop Catholic College Community, 

A story to celebrate Father’s Day. Here a new dad learns to walk on water. He 
and his wife have just learned they’re going to be parents for the first time. 
They’re over the moon with joy.  A few weeks later, the soon-to-be dad meets 
his own dad for a round of golf. The future grandpa quickly realises that his son 
is not into the game, that he’s distracted, that he’s missing simple chip shots and 
making mental errors that he never makes. 

Of course, he knows what’s going on and, after the game, over beers, he asks, 
“Son, how are you and Sheila doing?”  “OK, fine, good,” he quietly responds. His 
father gently presses, “Is everything really OK?”  It’s just enough of an opening. 
“Dad, I have to tell you. I’m scared to death. I don’t know how to be a father. 

I feel like I’m still a kid myself. What if I mess this kid up for life?” That’s the beginning of a long talk 
between father and father-to-be. The experienced parent shares, with candour and insight, his own 
terror when his first child was born, the mistakes he made (none did any permanent damage), what he 
learned from those mistakes, and how being a dad has been the best thing he’s done in his life.  His son 
seems to brighten; his characteristic coolness and calm begins to return. He asks all kinds of questions 
that his dad answers from the wisdom of his own experience.  

That was the first of many conversations between father and son that continued long after the father 
became a father himself.  Just about every milestone, every new experience in life, can be terrifying. But 
the Jesus who calms the storm in the Gospel is present to this father-to-be in the reassuring wisdom 
of his own dad. In the embrace of our beloved, in the helping hand of a friend, in the counsel of a wise 
teacher or coach, Jesus reaches out to save us in the darkest times; in the smallest acts of compassion 
and forgiveness that we give and receive, God reveals his presence in our midst.

Thank you to all who reach out to others in our community and help others. Thank you to the fathers 
who continue to have those meaningful conversations with their children.  Happy Father’s Day.

May God bless you and your families,

Lauretta Graham
Principal

Lauretta Graham
Principal
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ACTS News
CUPCAKE SALE

Students from the recently formed ACTS (A Chance to Serve) crew 
have recently volunteered their time to bake cupcakes, which they 
sold at lunchtime to raise money for Year 12 Graduation this Year.

Father's Day Breakfast

Arts News
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Art by Chase Dawes

Congratulations Chase Dawes who is the first Visual Arts student to 
complete Stage 2 Creative Arts: Modified. This was a new course 
offered in the Visual Arts at a Stage 2 level. Modified subjects are 
available for the small number of students that qualify to participate 
in the course. It counts towards 20 points of the Northern Territory 
Certificate of Education and Training (NTCET). Stage 2 Creative Arts: 
Modified is a highly individualised subject in which curriculum and 
assessment are designed around development of one or more SACE 
capabilities and personal learning goals that are appropriate for the 
student. The Visual Arts department looks forward to many more 
Creative Arts: Modified students successfully completing the course 
towards their NTCET.

Finance News 

The finance team wishes to convey our 
gratitude to parents and guardians who are 
continuously making sure that their fees 
and levies are paid on time and payment 
arrangement honoured. This enables the 
college to provide high quality learning and 
proper environment for students. The fee 
statements are sent regularly and serves as 
a record of all transactions that the family 
conducts with the school. Kindly review the 
statement and in case of any discrepancies, 
please refer it back to our finance team.
 

School fees for this year are Overdue and families should be finalising 
the payments unless a payment arrangement with the college is in 
effect. If your payment arrangement form has been submitted or if 
you are making the payments on time, there is no action required 
from your end.
 
Payments of school fees can be made via BPay, Credit Card or cash 
payment at our front office reception. These payment options are 
provided for on your statement. You can also make a direct bank 
transfer to the below College bank account;
 
MacKillop Catholic College
National Australia Bank
BSB: 085933
Account: 396042505
 

Please include your family reference when making payment so we 
can allocate all monies to correct account. For all queries pertaining 
to school fees, please call 8930 5716 or email finance.mackillop@
nt.catholic.edu.au

Kind regards
 

Amos Wachira
Business Manager

ATSI News 

Amber Symonds

Joshua Benson

Mr Amos Wachira
Business Manager
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Bus News Digital Technology News 

Game Design

If you hear some strange sounds coming from 
the Mac lab during the year 9 Game Design 
class it is probably that they are hard creating 
awesome interactive 2Dimensional side 
scrolling games.

This subject is very popular and space is 
limited for year 9 in 2021, in it students learn 
the basics about game design.

 

‘I like pixel art because I can get creative with it.’ – Holly Gray.

 
 

‘I like creating games with my friends because it is easier and more 
fun to come up with a design.’ Caylis Bellman

Game Design lets me 
change the level design 
of a game and play it 
in real time, it is a fun 
enjoyable subject.’ Rhys 
Thomson.

‘The creativity and 
discovery of Game 
Design makes it an 
awesome subject.’  Max 
Russell
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HHeelllloo  SSttuuddeennttss  aanndd  FFaammiilliieess  

Bus travel should be safe and enjoyable for ALL students.  
Any form of bullying including intimidating and harassing behaviour will 

not be tolerated on the school buses.  

Can parents/guardians please ensure that students understand their responsibilities as 
outlined in the Code of Conduct for School Bus Travel. Click on this link for the Code: 

https://nt.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0010/547624/code-of-conduct-school-
bus-travel.pdf 

RReeaadd  oonn  ffoorr  ssoommee  hheellppffuull  hhiinnttss  ttoo  kkeeeepp  yyoouu    
ssaaffee  oonn  tthhee  bbuuss………………..  

 
Hint #6:  

Immediately report all intimidating, harassing or bullying behaviour to 
the bus driver.  

When bullying is witnessed, speak out!!   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 SSttaayy  ttuunneedd  ffoorr  tthhee  nneexxtt  iissssuuee  ooff  BBuussssyy’’ss  CCoorrnneerr…………..  

 

 

    
 
 
 
      
    
 
 
 

HOW YOU CAN HELP….. 

WHAT YOU CAN DO….. 

• Speak quietly 
• Avoid confrontation with 

others on the bus 
• Turn down the volume on 

devices 
• Use headphones, ear plugs 

with devices 
• Read a book 
• Consider whether or not 

you would be able to 
concentrate if you were 
the driver  

• Consider the possible 
outcomes if the bus was 
involved in an accident 
due to the driver being 
distracted with too much 
noise 
 

 

Bussy’s Corner 
Issue 4, Sept 2020 

 
 

Please ensure a good understanding of student responsibilities 
as outlined in the Code of Conduct for School Bus Travel. 

Click on this link for the Code: 

https://nt.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0010/547624/code-of-conduct-

school-bus-travel.pdf.  

School bus drivers have the 
responsibility of transporting 
the most precious cargo in 
the world….YOU! 
Not always the simplest job, 
with a bus load of noisy 
students. 
Drivers can be easily 
distracted by boisterous 
behaviour, including 
shouting,   swearing,     and 

playing         loud          music.  
Show your driver a little 
consideration, and keep 
noise levels inside the bus to 
a minimum.  
Do your part so the driver  
can concentrate on the job 
at task…transporting you 
safely and efficiently to and 
from school. 

BUSLI NK. COM. AU  Buslink Berrimah Depot   Tel  8944 2444     Buslink Humpty Doo Depot   Tel  8988 2762 

Mr Ben Shanahan
Digital Technology Teacher
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‘I like making my own games.’ Lochlan Evans
‘I like coding games, and the groupwork in class.’ Tyler Mcgowan

Ben Shanahan
Digital Technology Teacher

Artificial Intelligence

Students in Mrs Arakkal's Year 8 Artificial Intelligence class have 
been building robots which are able to navigate their way along lines 
on the ground.

Eagle Group News 

Chess

It's a tough fight for first place in the Chess Competition run annually 
within the Gifted and Talented Group of the College. Currently 
leading neck-and-neck are Ben Rowe and Arthur Lewis, with 203 
points each.

Within the top 15 following behind are:

​197	 Sibang, Ida
195	 Godinho, Jah-Ryse
191	 Johnstone, Kye
190	 Stevens, Kasey
184	 Salter, Elizabeth
179	 Grant, Zoe
173	 Rafferty, Aaron
169	 Rooney, Grace
163	 Lavercombe, Rhys
158	 Evans, Lochlan
157	 Chanda, Lakshya
156	 Pearse, Laura
155	 Pearse, Alex
153	 Day, Ella

The G&T Group present prizes for the first place getter in each year 
level by the end of the year, and also for the overall leaders. 

Linda Fazldeen Visit

Our Eagle Group girls had the opportunity to listen to a presentation 
by Ms Linda Fazldeen AM, a prominent figure in the NT and a 
member of the general division of the Order of Australia for 
significant service to women. They were inspired by the topic of 
"Purpose fuels passion".
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RTO News 

VET Expressions of Interest 
for 2021 are now open

There is a growing range of VET courses and 
traineeship/apprenticeship opportunities 
available for 2021.
Students interested in a VET course please 
see Ms Taylor or Mrs Neuman for further 
information and Expression of Interest (EOI) 
forms. 

Industry areas include;
 
•	 Hospitality
•	 Automotive
•	 Cooking
•	 Conservation Land Management
•	 Business
•	 Creative Industries
•	 IDMT
•	 Maritime
•	 Engineering
•	 Aircraft Line Maintenance
•	 Health
•	 Retail
•	 Sport & Recreation
 
VET courses are open to students in year 9 – 12 and can be for a 
single semester or multi-year study.  Come down to the Flexible 
Learning office to learn more.

Rachel Taylor
RTO Manager

Sport News

Swimming Carnival 2020

Modern History News 

Letter to Year 8 Parents and 
Students of the Gifted and 
Talented Group, 
and Year 8 students of High 
Achievement 

An invitation to complete 
a Senior Subject – Modern 
History – in year 9, in 2021

Dear Parents and Students,

In 2021 MCC is offering to selected year 9 students the possibility of 
combining their usual SOSE subject with a Modern History Stage 1 
subject, which students usually attempt in Year 11. Such a program 
would give students early credit towards their senior certificate.

Year 9 SOSE sees students study the Industrial Revolution, World War 
I, and colonial Australia. The 2021 approach would combine these 
with the study of British Imperialism and the concept of Revolution – 
in this case that of the American Civil War. 

The MCC approach to these two areas uses an exciting combination 
of wargaming, historical movies, hand-on item examination – for 
example we bring edged and firearm weapons in to study – and 
excursions to places such as the Darwin Military Museum, and the 
NT Aviation Museum. 

We have used this approach successfully in the past. For example, 
Massimo Gazzola (right) undertook Modern History Stage 1 in 2019, 
while in year 7, and gained an A achievement. He is studying the Year 
12 Stage 2 this year. Congratulations Massimo!

This approach next year is only being offered to the following:
•	 Year 9 (in 2021) students of the Gifted and Talented program, in 

keeping with the Group motto of “Fly Higher”, and
•	 Year 9 (in 2021) students who achieved an A or B in Year 8 SOSE 

this year, and
•	 Any other student the SOSE HOD considers worthy.

The assessment load is similar to year 9. There are four assessment 
items over each semester, although the item length is longer. The 
assignments are a mix of practical – such as making an item, or 
participating in a wargame – and theoretical, such as investigating a 
famous historical figure, for example Queen Victoria.

After consultation between student and parent(s), if students are 
interested in participating in such a class during the normal SOSE 
timetabled classes of 2021, please ask your parent to email me 
directly on tom.lewis@nt.catholic.edu.au. Of course, if you have 
further questions on this subject, please also feel free to ask.  

Yours faithfully,
 

Dr Tom Lewis OAM
Gifted and Talented Coordinator
Senior History Teacher

Ms Rachel Taylor
RTO Manager

Dr Tom Lewis OAM
Gifted and Talented 

Coordinator
Senior Modern History 

Teacher
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Saints News 

Senior Boys' Photo 2020

Textiles News 

UN Youth 

Evatt Debate

The largest UN Youth NT debating and diplomacy competition for 
students in Years 9 -12 for the Northern Territory, Evatt aims to 
educate students about Australia’s place in the world and empower 
them to become active citizens by developing public speaking, 
negotiation, teamwork, research, and confidence abilities. The 
competition takes the form of a mock session of the UN Security 
Council. Teams of two students debate, amend, and vote on a 
prepared resolution from the perspective of their assigned nation. 
The students judged the most effective diplomats proceed to 
the next round and get a chance at selection to the National 
Competition! 

Registration will cost $25 per person ($50 per team), this will cover 
food and drinks, including a morning and afternoon tea.
:
Preliminary Round (held across two days):
Saturday 12th September (9:00am - 3:00pm)
Sunday 13th  September (9:00am - 3:00pm)
Grand Final round: Saturday 19th September (9am - 4:00pm)

Register here: unyouth.wufoo.com/forms/mbc6j7h1mza02g/

Year 10 2021 Scholarships 

Do you and your child need financial assistance next year?
Every year the College awards four scholarships to help dedicated 
students who will be in year 10 – next year – through their financial 
situation.

Four scholarships will be awarded. Recipients will be given a 50% 
discount on their tuition fees for their year 10 enrolment at MCC
 
Criteria:
Scholarship recipients must:
•	 Be enrolled for at least semester two in their year 9 at MCC
•	 Demonstrate an outstanding achievement in at least 50% of 

their subject results for their year 9
•	 Demonstrate outstanding achievement in their good standing 

within College life for their year 9
 
How to apply:
Write to: The Administering Officer -Year 9 to 10 Assistance 
Scholarships, c/o The Principal's Executive Assistant 
MacKillop Catholic College
PO Box 2608, Palmerston, NT 0831
 
•	 Application must be from the student concerned, and co-signed 

by at least one parent or guardian
•	 Application must be a formal letter, and may be hand delivered; 

posted, or emailed as an attachment
•	 Closing date: end of Friday, week ten, term three
•	 Late applications will not be considered
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Upcoming Events

Tue 15 Sep	 Middle Years Family Conferences
		  3:30PM - 6PM

Fri 18 Sep	 Ultimate Frisbee Grand Final

Mon 21 Sep	 Board Meeting 6pm

Wed 23 Sep	 Nongkrong after School

Week 10	 Year 10 Retreat

Fri 25 Sep	 Last Day of Term 3

Sat 26 Sep - Sun 11 Oct - Mid Semester Break

Mon 12 Oct	 First Day of Term 4

		  7pm P&F Assoc. Meeting

Fri 16 Oct	 Volleyball 6pm

Mon 19 Oct	 Board Meeting 6pm

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BBlleessssiinngg  ooff  tthhee  HHoollyy  OOiillss  
Priests, religious and representatives of Darwin diocesan community  

gather around Bishop Charles, who blesses the Holy Oils for use in the coming year. 

RReenneewwaall  ooff  PPrroommiisseess  
Bishops, priests, deacons and religious renew their vows  

and their commitment to serve God’s people.  
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NATIONAL CHILD PROTECTION WEEK
6th-12th September 2020

For more information about how to play your part, visit  www.napcan.org.au

www.napcan.org.au

SUPPORTED BY: DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES
© Copyright NAPCAN 06/2020

...speak up if we see something that is
not safe for children

...talk respectfully with children and value
and act on their ideas

...help children thrive by supporting 
families

...create places where children feel 
safe to live, play and learn

Keeping children
safe and well
is Everybody's Business

Together we can
help every child thrive

We can all…
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www.catholic.org.au/childprotectionsunday  ||   www.catholicreligious.org.au/resources

Gracious God,  
you love and care for all of your 
children,  
especially the smallest and most 
vulnerable.  
We entrust to you the lives of children 
and adults at risk 
who have been sexually abused,  
and whose trust and innocence have 
been destroyed. 

Help us to hear their cries of pain 
and to take responsibility for those 
whose lives have been broken. 
Help us to recognise the hurt felt by 
those wounded by abuse,  
and the failure to be heard. 
 

We pray that with the help of your grace  
communities and families will find 
understanding and support,  
so that now and in the future  
their wounds may be healed 
and they may find lasting peace.

Let your grace and love fall gently now 
upon our children, 
giving them the inner strength, peace 
and resilience  
to seek out assistance when required. 
 
We ask this prayer through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son,  
who lives and reigns with you  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God 
forever and ever.
Amen

Prayer
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