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Trinity Sunday

“God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who 
believes in him might not perish but might have eternal life.” John 3 16:18

Root, Branch and Fruit

A seed is a miraculous thing, so small you can barely see it, and yet containing 
within it the power to become the mightiest oak.  

As a new planting season begins in most parts of the country, farmers and 
gardeners carefully place seeds in the rich spring soil.  The nutrients of the soil, water and (pungent) 
fertiliser release the life within the seed.  Roots are established; soon the first stalks and stems break 
through the ground and into the open air; vines and branches begin to sprout;  and, after much careful 
tilling and pruning, the first fruits and flowers appear. 

Part of the miracle is that the fruit of that tiny seed both contains life and sustains life:  the harvested 
crops will provide sustenance to you and me and the rest of creation.  And within those fruits are the 
new seeds that will continue the cycle of life in the next planting season. 

Many metaphors have been employed to depict and explain the Trinity. St John of Damascus, a great 
Eastern theologian of the eighth century, said we should think “of the Father as a root, the Son as a 
branch, and of the Spirit as a fruit, for the sustenance of these three is one.”  Today we celebrate this 
central understanding of our faith – our belief in the God who has revealed himself as Father, the 
root that sustains life;  Son, the Word of God who grafts us as “branches” to that life; and Spirit, the 
harvest of God’s love in all, bringing all, and given to all.

Blessings,

Lauretta Graham
Principal

Lauretta Graham
Principal
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Bus News

From the Deputy 
Principal - Pastoral Care

Remembering Lilly Walsh

The recent death of Lilly Walsh has had a 
major impact on many families, staff and 
students. I would like to thank all of you who 
have carried some of the impact of this loss 
for your efforts to keep things running as 
normally as possible for our students, and for 
each other. May Lilly rest in peace and may 
her family and friends find comfort and solace 
in their memories of a wonderful young 
woman

Music News 

Music Parents and Friends Group
The MacKillop Catholic College Music Department is currently 
looking for expressions of interest to form the MacKillop Catholic 
College Music Parents and Friends Support Group.

 
The purpose of the group is to support the College Music 
Department in:
1. Promoting the College music program to the wider community 

by searching for performance opportunities for our music 
students;

2. Assisting the College in Performing Arts events such as Music 
Night, Young Musician of The Year, and the College Musical; 
and,

3. Providing logistical support for our music students in 
performances.

 
Benefits of being in this Parent Support Group
• Providing more performance opportunities for your child at 

MacKillop, which also means getting more involved in your 
child's music education; and,

• Having a parental voice in the College Music Department.
 
Commitment
At the moment, the commitment level requires a once-a-month 
Zoom/face-to-face meeting to organise and plan for events, and 
being present for the events you have volunteered to be involved in.
 
You will be working with the College music teachers, who will 
provide the leadership and directions for events. All we need is a 
willingness to help and be involved in our College music community.
 
If you would like to join our Support group please contact Mr. 
Alphonsus Tan via email at Alphonsus.tan@nt.catholic.edu.au
 

Alphonsus Tan
Music Teacher

Bugle Presentation

The Palmerston RSL recently purchased a bugle and got in touch 
with the MacKillop Music Department to see if we had any students 
interested in learning the instrument to help them out on occasions 
such as Anzac Day and Remembrance Day. Two of our talented 
young trumpeters, Blayde Lees and Zara Leslie, put their hands 
up for the job, starting what is sure to become a long tradition of 
MacKillop students supporting the RSL in this capacity. Pictured are 
Clayton Richards from the Palmerston RSL, along with Zara, Blayde 
and Mrs Graham. Well done Zara and Blayde, and we wish you an 
exciting musical journey in perfecting the rare and sought-after skill 
of bugling!

Mike Graham
Deputy Principal - Pastoral 

Care
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HHeelllloo  SSttuuddeennttss  aanndd  FFaammiilliieess  

S.O.A.R on the bus to school!!! 

Safely, Orderly And Respectfully 

RESPECT the driver, other students, and yourself when travelling on 
school buses. 

Can parents/guardians please ensure that students understand their responsibilities as 
outlined in the Code of Conduct for School Bus Travel. Click on this link for the Code: 

https://nt.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0010/547624/code-of-conduct-school-
bus-travel.pdf 

RReeaadd  oonn  ffoorr  ssoommee  hheellppffuull  hhiinnttss  ttoo  kkeeeepp  yyoouu    
ssaaffee  oonn  tthhee  bbuuss………………..  

 
Hint #4:  

Students should follow all instructions issued by the driver. 
RESPECT those with authority who are trying to keep us SAFE and 

maintain ORDER.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SSttaayy  ttuunneedd  ffoorr  tthhee  nneexxtt  iissssuuee  ooff  BBuussssyy’’ss  CCoorrnneerr…………..  
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Senior Young Musician of the Year 2020 CDU Visit

Year 7 Cooking

Amber Symonds

Joshua Benson
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Saints News 

Basketball

Our basketball team has made a strong impression in their first 
competition game on Saturday night, defeating Palmerston 37-7.

For more information about joining Saints Basketball, contact 
nathaniel.jackson@nt.catholic.edu.au.

Rugby

Junior Rugby starts up again Friday this week, as our under 15 boys 
take on the Darwin Dragons.

News Scoreboard

Our new scoreboard is up and running, ready for our first 2020 
home game on the 18th July!

Darwin Water Challenge
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Artworks by Kelsie 

Kelsie Pietsch in Year 11 has decorated the Flexible Learning Centre 
with some fantastic window artwork:

She also created this lovely painting as a tribute to her friend Lilly:

Gunamidjindawa News 

Mrs Bryers' Speech from the Smoking 
Ceremony to Open the Gunamidjindawa 
Room

Firstly, I would like to call the Aboriginal and Islander Education 
Team forward. Could Roy Levers, Jasen Bryers and our new addition, 
Nadine Ives come and stand with me. As events like this do not 
happen with just myself, but a whole team effort. I also want 

to acknowledge the work that Paula Mellious has put into the 
organisation of today and wish her luck while on maternity leave. 

We would like to acknowledge the traditional owners, the Larrakia 
people as custodians of this land and pay respect to their Elders, 
both past, present and emerging. The team and I are very excited 
for today, not only does this space mark a memorable moment in 
MacKillops Catholic College history, but a historical moment that 
Reconciliation starts here. 

What exactly is the purpose of this room, I silently hear you all asking 
yourself?

To understand this purpose, we need to go back into history. Our 
joint history. Education for both Aboriginal and Islander people was 
segregated and unfortunately, not for the purpose of receiving a 
better job, but for other hidden Government agendas. Australia ran 
two types of schools, one for the Non-Aboriginal children and the 
other for the Aboriginal children. Over time policies were developed 
to combine the non-aboriginal and aboriginal students together. Our 
Aboriginal students in many educational instances did not have a 
very good experience in education. They attended school in a time 
where the racism felt in the community, was echoed within the 
school walls. So for many families looking back into their schooling 
lives this was not a happy time, and these feelings have rippled 
through our families and into our homes over many generations.  

What this room represents is the giving back to our Aboriginal and 
Islander brothers and sisters the education that our family members 
missed out on many years previously. We call it a culturally safe 
place, a culturally safe place not only for our Aboriginal and Islander 
students, but for everyone. I think Fiona Hamilton, an Educator and 
Activist explains it best, she states; “For Indigenous peoples and 
communities, Culturally Safe Spaces are places where imbalances of 
power, primacy and status are identified and structural adjustment is 
made to ensure equitable conditions are achieved and maintained.”
It is with a heart full of hope that this room is seen more than 
carpet and glass. That the purpose of this room is so celebrate, 
nurture, respect and grow strong Aboriginal and Islander leaders. 
That our Aboriginal and Islander families can come and use and 
feel the strength of their children. If we want to build a better 
school, community, nation, and world, it starts with a small room, in 
Palmerston. 

It also begins with this name of the room. I finally have learnt my 
first word from this area – goona-mid-jin-da-wa. We thank our 
Larrikia brothers and sister for giving us permission to use this 
name. Learning this word is a token of recipircal learning between 
our traditional owners and settlers in this area. This space is for all. 
Thank you. 
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Aboriginal Artwork in Library

The window panels in our library have each been decorated with 
the art style of different regions of the Northern Territory, including 
Arnhem, Central Australia, and Larrakia. The artists were Paula 
Mellios, Dale Austin, Trent Lee and Bella Lee.

Languages News
Nongkrong is back!

Meet a Staff Member 

Modern History News
Pacific Front War Gaming
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Caldella is a 
world that is 
slowly being 
taken by the ever 
lurking Dark 
Tide. To prevent 
this, the witch 
Queen must 
choose a sacrifice,  
and whoever she chooses as sacrifice must be 
someone whose loss causes pain, so that the 
tears shed for their loss might help keep the 
Dark Tide at bay.  

Hannah and her family arrive 
at Port Harris in much danger 
after their ship becomes 
stranded and they are forced 
to flee to the closest beach. 
Saved by Pacific Islander 
Jamie, they make their way to 
Mr Harris’s plantation where 

Hannah’s father will be the new 
Schoolmaster. Life in 1901 is difficult for 

the women, who must do everything their 
husband or father says and the Islanders are 
treated as if they don’t even exist and must 
never be seen in white company. 

 F   
JAS 

 

If you could live 
your life again 
and again, what 
would you do 
differently? After a near-fatal 
family catastrophe and an 
unexpected romantic upheaval, 
Adelaide Buchwald finds herself 
catapulted into a summer of wild 
possibility, during which she will 
fall in and out of love a thousand 
times - while finally confronting 
the secrets she keeps, her ideas 
about love, and the weird 
grandiosity of the human mind. 
This is a multiverse book where 
Adelaide relives major moments 
in her life again and again, each 
time with different outcomes. 
Again Again gives us an indelible 
heroine grappling with the terrible 
and wonderful problem of loving 
other people. 

June 

Identical twin sisters Summer and 
Winter live alone on a remote 
island, sheltered from a destroyed 
world. They survive on rations 
stockpiled by their father and 
spend their days deep in their 
mother’s collection of classic 
literature—until a mysterious 
stranger upends their carefully 
constructed reality. 

 F   
BEL 

 F   
FRE 

 F   
LOC 
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Upcoming Events

Thu 25 Jun Interhouse Cross Country

Fri 26 Jun Last Day of Term 2

27 Jun - 20 Jul Mid-Year Break

Tue 21 Jul First Day of Term 3

Fri 24 Jul Darwin Show Day Public Holiday

Wed 29 Jul Nongkrong after school

Thu 30 Jul College Tour 5pm

Sat 1 Aug L'Esprit Des Cordes

Mon 3 Aug Picnic Day Public Holiday

Wed 5 Aug Monday's Timetable

Fri 7 Aug MacKillop Feast Day Celebrations:
  Mass, Events

Sat 8 Aug Official Feast Day of Mary MacKillop

Mon 10 Aug P&F Meeting 7pm

Wed 12 Aug Nongkrong after school

Thu 13 Aug Immunisations

Sun 16 Aug Working Bee 8-10am

Mon 17 Aug Board Meeting 6pm

Tue 18 Aug Year 10 into 11 Information Night

Mon 24 Aug Year 1 into 12 Information Night

Wed 26 Aug Nongkrong after school

Fri 28 Aug Fathers' Day Breakfast on the Go

Wed 2 Sep College Tour 5pm

Mon 7 Sep P&F Meeting

Wed 9 Sep Nongkrong After School

Fri 11 Sep Student Free Day

This August, grab your best mate and walk 30 minutes 
a day for 30 days to improve your health and raise 

funds for Australians living with vision loss.

REGISTER FOR FREE TODAY 
AND START FUNDRAISING 
www.pawgust.com.au

Proudly hosted by 
LUKE GOSLING OAM MP 

Federal Member for Solomon

For more information contact
Rita Macarounas
solomonartnt@gmail.com | 0402 379 630

The short listed 
art submitted 

for ‘Pandamonia’ 
will be part of a 

group exhibition 
scheduled to 

open on 3 July 
2020 that will run 

throughout July

Prizes: 
1st, 2nd &

People's Choice

PanDamoniaPanDamonia
Call out to Territory artists to submit original art work 

created in response to Covid-19

Submission are now open for visual & media
works created by NT Artists

Call out to Territory artists to submit original art work 
created in response to Covid-19

Entries Open 
MAY 26

Exhibition opening 3rd July
Paintings, sculpture, digital i l lustration. . . 

All mediums accepted!

Entries Close
JUNE 26

Paintings, sculpture, digital i l lustration. . . 
All mediums accepted!
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C I R C U L A R  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

REF:  2020/27  01/06/2020 

TO:  PRINCIPALS AND STAFF IN CATHOLIC SCHOOLS 
 ALL STAFF AT THE CATHOLIC EDUCATION OFFICE 
 MEMBERS OF THE NT CATHOLIC EDUCATION COUNCIL 
 DIOCESAN OFFICE AND PARISH PRIESTS 
 MACKILLOP CATHOLIC COLLEGE COMMUNITY 

SUBJECT:  MACKILLOP: 
  PRINCIPAL, LAURETTA GRAHAM – LONG SERVICE LEAVE, 5 WEEKS, T3, 2020 
 ROD PLUMMER APPOINTED ACTING PRINCIPAL  

   
Dear Colleagues 

Mrs Lauretta Graham will be taking a well-deserved period of long service leave from 20 July 
to 21 August 2020.  During this period of leave, I am pleased to announce the appointment 
of Rod Plummer to the position of Acting Principal at MacKillop Catholic College in Lauretta’s 
absence. 

Rodney is currently Deputy Principal, Academic Studies at MacKillop Catholic College.  He 
has extensive teaching and leadership experience that extends over almost 19 years and 
covers a range of teaching and leadership roles.  These roles include Assistant Principal- 
Curriculum; Camps and Extra-curriculum Co-ordinator; Head of Senior Campus and 
Assistant Head of Campus. 

We wish Lauretta Graham all of our best for her period of leave and hope that she will enjoy 
a period of rest and recreation. 

Please join with me in congratulating Rod on his appointment and I am sure he will enjoy 
your support as he undertakes this role.   

Yours sincerely 

 

Greg O’Mullane 
DIRECTOR OF CATHOLIC EDUCATION 
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SEQTA Engage
Now open for parents 
of Year 10, 11 and 12 

students
Contact Mrs Arakkal for further details - vanaja.arakkal@nt.catholic.edu.au

 

 pg. 1                                           SEQTA ENGAGE – Instructions                                  MacKillop Catholic College - 2020 

Set up SEQTA Engage using the Welcome email 
Please follow the steps below to set up a new SEQTA ENGAGE account using the Welcome email. 

Please see below a screen shot of the log in screen: 
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