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YOU ARE INVITED TO 
OUR MACKILLOP FEAST 

DAY - FRIDAY 9th AUGUST

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS:

9AM: Feast Day Mass

10:15AM: Morning Tea - Feast Day Cakes - Volunteers welcome!

11AM - 1PM: Feast Day Activities: MacKillop Dash, Tug of War,
Chess Competition, Drones, Movie, Board Games, Thong Throwing, Mega 

Games, Quiet Inclusion Activities, Defence Force Display, Food Prep for 
Lunch

1PM: Lunch on the Lawn - Provided

1:40PM: MacKillop's Got Talent, War Cry Competition
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MacKillop News
From the Principal

 

United in Talent

The Arts (Performing and Visual) are 
an important part of the education 
community at MacKillop. Each year 
hundreds of students take part in 
our major events that celebrate and 
showcase the huge variety and quality 
of talent in students at MacKillop and 
our feeder primary schools. 

The events managed by our Arts department in any one year 
include:

• Music, Dance and Drama Evenings each Semester
• L’Esprit Des Cordes
• MacKillop’s Got Talent
• Young Musician of the Year 
• Biennial College Musical
• Artist in Residence and Student Visual Art Exhibitions

The main objectives of these events are to:
• Encourage the development of excellence in performance in all 

students; and, 
• Provide opportunities for students to participate in 

performances at the highest level.

As the year rolls on we begin our preparations for our 2020 Musical, 
WICKED. Excitement is growing with the audition dates drawing 
closer.

Students can take part in this event which incorporates 
performances by musicians, choristers, dancers and actors as well 
as backstage crew, lighting and sound technicians, costume and set 
designers, and many more.

And lastly, why have musicals:

“Musical theatre is difficult to define and compartmentalise. Looking 
at its individual components—I think it’s fair to say that music 
can significantly enhance a moment onstage in a way that cannot 
be duplicated. It can incredibly dramatise a moment or provide 
complete contextual comedy to another moment. When put to lyrics, 
music has the ability to be entirely transporting—in a singular way—
which a non-musical play cannot. Music is, after all, a universal 
language”. 

“Dance, as an art form, and a means of expression is similarly 
intangible but, when used to capture a feeling or a dramatic 
moment, stands alone in its ability to convey expression or evoke 
emotion. And while the spoken work is, and of itself is, theatre 
(drama or comedy), without the accompanying underscore and 
movement, a musical is not made”.

“Each component must be recognized as having power and content. 
When combined with one another like parts of a baking recipe, the 
delicate blend ideally is defining and transporting”.

“Successful musical theatre is a combination of craft, sensitivity, 
balance, nuance and rigor. Understanding the balance of each 
component and how they work together to create investment in 
both story and characters is a terrific skill. I think the question 
is not so much ‘What makes a great musical?’ as “Who makes 
a great musical?’ It is a craft and its required skill is not to be 
underestimated.”

Speaking of the future of the art form, Smock wrote:
“The form of the modern musical is ever evolving. As the art form 
progresses and new writers, voices and artists emerge to create and 
reinterpret this distinct form, I believe we have much to learn and 
witness about the elusive but powerful experience of the ‘musical’. 
After all, theatre is an evolution and therefore, so is its musical sibling.” 
Brett Smock
www.ithaca.com/special_sections/summer_ithaca/people-love-musicals----and-here-s-

why/article_88859bce-0e33-11e5-9b40-9bd88bbcb4d8.html

There is nothing better than live art. Participating in a musical can 
expose students to music, arts, culture, teamwork and more. Most of 
the benefits of participating in a musical help them in school now as 
well as in the future as they enter university and later the workforce.

Kind regards,

Lauretta Graham
Principal

Lauretta Graham
Principal



May your journey always be filled with blessings and may the life of Saint Mary MacKillop ignite in you the flames of faith and service

3

MacKillop News
From the Front Office
 

Uniform Shop Opening Times

Monday: 8:15am – 10:15am
Wednesday:  8.15am-10.15am
Thursday: 3pm – 5pm

From the Finance 
Department

 
The finance team wishes to convey our 
gratitude to parents and guardians who are 
continuously making sure that their fees 
and levies are paid on time and payment 
arrangement honoured. This enables the 
college to provide high quality learning and 
proper environment for students. The fee 
statements are sent regularly and serves as 
a record of all transactions that the family 
conducts with the school. Kindly review the 
statement and in case of any discrepancies, 
please refer it back to our finance team.

 
School fees for this year are Overdue and families should be 
finalising the payments unless a payment arrangement with the 
college is in effect. If your payment arrangement form has been 
submitted or if you are making the payments on time, there is no 
action required from your end. If you have not provided a payment 
arrangement, please contact us urgently to forestall the next fees 
collection step.
 
Payments of school fees can be made via BPay, Credit Card or cash 
payment at our front office reception. These payment options are 
provided for on your statement. You can also make a direct bank 
transfer to the below College bank account;
 
MacKillop Catholic College
National Australia Bank
BSB: 085933
Account: 396042505
Ref: Your Family Code
 
For all queries pertaining to school fees, please call 8930 5716 or 

email finance.mackillop@nt.catholic.edu.au 

Kind regards,

Amos Wachira
Business Manager

From the RTO
 

International Film Competition

In Semester 1, 2019, Students undertaking 
the Certificate II in Creative Industries 
(CUA20215) entered an international film 
competition to highlight their learnings 
in digital screen and media.  ‘Ability at 
MacKillop’ depicts a journey through the day-
to-day philosophy underlying the Inclusion 

Support team at MacKillop Catholic College. 

Speaking of the future of the art form, Smock wrote:
“The form of the modern musical is ever evolving. As the art form 
progresses and new writers, voices and artists emerge to create and 
reinterpret this distinct form, I believe we have much to learn and 
witness about the elusive but powerful experience of the ‘musical’. 
After all, theatre is an evolution and therefore, so is its musical sibling.” 
Brett Smock
www.ithaca.com/special_sections/summer_ithaca/people-love-musicals----and-here-s-

why/article_88859bce-0e33-11e5-9b40-9bd88bbcb4d8.html

There is nothing better than live art. Participating in a musical can 
expose students to music, arts, culture, teamwork and more. Most of 
the benefits of participating in a musical help them in school now as 
well as in the future as they enter university and later the workforce.

Kind regards,

Lauretta Graham
Principal

The short film provides a glimpse of the trials and triumphs of being 
wheelchair bound as an analogy to rising above the many challenges 
in a contemporary high school setting. A twist at the end of this film 
makes this a thought provoking story about how to ‘focus on ability’ 
and to challenge people’s fixed beliefs about people living with 
individual challenges.  The voting for the competition has now closed 
but a roadshow of the films will be touring Australia in August.  You 
can view the student submission here:

focusonability.com.au/FOA/films/1855.html
youtu.be/t6fOXWit5S4

Semester 1 VET Courses

In Semester 1, 13 students completed qualifications in Business and 
in Conservation and Land Management with the MacKillop RTO.  
Students gained nationally recognised qualifications and added points 
to their NTCET patterns.  Congratulations to all of our students.

2019 MacKillop RTO Partnership Programs

Certificate I Conservation and Land Management students undertook 
a work experience day with Bunnings Warehouse Palmerston.  
Students in years 9-12 experienced what it was like to work within 
a commercial nursery, learning the importance of work health and 
safety in the nursery, cleaning and maintaining the nursery tools and 
equipment, including checking under the plant shelves for any extra 
wildlife.  Students learnt the value of presentation of plants, how to 
restock and identify the correct area for placement of species and 
practised their manual handling techniques and team work.

In Semester 2, students will continue studying conservation and land 
management by undertaking a work based program with the George 
Brown botanical Gardens.  As well as obtaining units of competency 
in Business to enhance communication and work health and safety 
in the workplace, students will further their knowledge of operating 
machinery by undertaking weed identification and eradication at the 
Botanical Gardens.  Students will gain the (AHCMOM203) Operate 
basic machinery and equipment* unit of competency through the 
participation in the work placement. 
*AHCMOM203 Unit of competency will be delivered and assessed by 
an external RTO – Train Safe NT 70038

A specialist photography elective is being run in conjunction with the 
Arts Department to offer students an extension in digital imaging and 
graphic manipulation techniques.  This program will run like a normal 
elective and will contribute points towards the NTCET as well as 
accrediting students with 3 nationally recognised units of competency.  

NT Training Awards

MacKillop Catholic College RTO has been selected as a finalist in the 
Northern Territory Training Awards in the category of Training Provider 
of the Year.  Well done to all staff and students for a successful 2018 
academic year.

Kind regards,

Rachel Taylor
RTO Manager

Amos Wachira
Business Manager

Rachel Taylor
RTO Manager
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MacKillop News
From Flexible Learning

 
Good Afternoon All, 

A Big Congratulations goes to Bethany 
Ryan 10.1, who has been successfully 
selected from over 200 applicants across 
Australia, to attend an Air Force Aviation 
Camp for Young Women [16-20yo]: RAAF 
AMBERLEY 7-11 July, 2019.

Bethany Ryan will fly 
to Queensland over   
the school holidays 
to undertake her Air 
Force Aviation Camp, 

and I know we will all look forward to hearing 
about her experience upon her return to 
school in Term 3.

Well Done Bethany!

A Big Congratulations goes to Courtney 
Canavan 11.2, who has been selected as 
a Finalist in the 2019 Northern Territory 
Training Awards, under the category of VET in 
Schools Student of the Year.

In 2018 Courtney completed a Certificate II in 
Business and in 2019 Courtney commenced 
a School Based Traineeship in Business, with 
Corporate Services in the Department of 
Environment and Natural Resources, Northern 
Territory Government.

By being nominated and selected as a finalist for this award, Courtney 
has been able to demonstrate her pride and commitment to the field 
in which she is working and studying, as well as the VET sector in 
general.

The next step for Courtney is to participate in The Ambassador 
Preparation Weekend, taking place on 10-11 August 2019.

This program is a valuable and exciting opportunity for Courtney to 
meet and network with other finalists across all categories, and it 
also assists all the finalists to develop and build their confidence in 
variety of skills such as public speaking, interview preparation and 
presentation skills for their final judging interview.

Finalist Judging will take place on Monday 12 August 2019, following 
the Ambassador Weekend where finalist will be interviewed by 
a panel of judges, eager to learn about the finalists and make a 
decision of the Winner and Runner Up. They will be announced at 
The Gala Dinner on 21 September 2019 at the Darwin Convention 
Centre.

Well Done Courtney!

Kind regards,

Tonia Folino-Cirelli
Flexible Learning Coordinator

Catholic Identity News
 

Visit from Sr Therese and Team

Tonia Folino-Cirelli
Flexible Learning 

Coordinator
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MacKillop News
Arts News
 
Arts Dates Term 3 and 4

Key: MU – Music, DR – Drama, DA – Dance, Visual Art - VA)

AUGUST
1 Aug College Tour (DA, DR, MU, VA)
9 Aug   MacKillop Feast Day Mass (MU)
9 Aug   MacKillop’s Got Talent (MU,DR, DA, VA)
12 Aug Artist in Residence (VA)
30 Aug Artist in Residence Exhibition (MU, VA) 
30 Aug Dress Rehearsal Yr. 12 Drama (DR)
31 Aug Performance Yr. 12 Drama (DR)

SEPTEMBER
2 Sep   Drama Stage 2 Moderation (DR)
9 Sep   Musical Handout (MU, DR, DA)
10 Sep Young Musician of the Year (Primary) (MU)
11 Sep Young Musician of the Year (Secondary) (MU)
24 Sep Guest Performance: M3 Group (DA)

OCTOBER
12 – 27 AMEB Exam Period (MU)
18 Oct Full Day Rehearsal: Music Count Us In (MU)
24 Oct Musical Auditions (MU, DR, DA)
25 Oct Musical Auditions (MU, DR, DA)
26 Oct Music Count Us In: Concert with Arafura Wind Ensemble (MU)
30 Oct Stage 1 &2 Snr Art Show (VA)

NOVEMBER
11 Nov Remembrance Day Liturgy (MU)
14 Nov Theatre Restaurant Performance (DA, MU,DR)
20 Nov Graduation Mass (MU)
22 Nov Graduation Assembly (MU)
23 Nov Rural Christmas Carols (MU)
28 Nov Presentation Night (MU, DR, DA)

DECEMBER
4 Dec Dance & Drama Night (DR, DA)
5 Dec Dance & Drama Night (DR, DA)
12 Dec End of Term Liturgy (MU)
13 Dec End of Year Mass (MU) 

Dance and Drama

Darwin Festival runs from the 08th -25th August and provides a 
range of opportunities for our Arts students to attend a variety of 
performances. Please check out the website for upcoming events you 
might like to attend. https://www.darwinfestival.org.au/ 

Semester 2 excursions and events for dance and 
drama students

Wednesday 21st August Year 10 and 11 dance students will be 
attending the matinee performance of The Perception Experiment at 
Browns Mart Theatre. 

Friday 30th August 7pm Write Off by Greta Harrison performed by 
Stage 1 and 2 Drama in the drama room. 

Saturday 31st August 2pm Write Off by Greta Harrison performed by 
Stage 1 and 2 Drama in the drama room. 

Monday 02nd September 7pm Write Off by Greta Harrison performed 
by Stage 1 and 2 Drama in the drama room. (Moderated SACE 
performance)

Monday 09th September Musical Handout 

Wednesday 24th September M3 Dance Tour – Assembly presentation 
and workshop for year 08 and 09 dance students. 

October 24th and 25th Musical Auditions 

Thursday 28th November Presentation Night – Dance performances. 

Wednesday 04th and Thursday 05th December Semester 2 Dance and 
Drama Nights. 

Darwin Water Challenge
 
Dear families,

Take a look at the wonderful work produced 
by your sons and daughters at the Expo for 
the Darwin Water Challenge held at the end of 
last term. There are two videos to enjoy. One 
features a Rap produced by Mrs Ezzy's Electronic 
music class and the other video features some 
of the displays produced by the students in the 
Library Expo.

youtu.be/urq_dgHtlc4

youtu.be/V6svNPROT80

Cheers,

Lorna Parker
Head of Middle Years / Science Teacher

Lorna Parker
Head of Middle Years
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MacKillop News
International News

 
Japan Study Tour

24 students, 3 teachers and 1 parent went 
on a Japan Study Tour in the July School 
holidays. The students reported that they had 
‘such much fun’ and learned ‘so much about 
Japanese culture’. They also commented that 
‘they didn’t know they could learn so much 
Japanese in such a short period of time!’  
Staying with the host families and attending 
classes at Hakata High School were definitely a 
highlight. The students participated in Kendo, 
karate, Taiko drumming, judo, flower arranging, 

calligraphy, tea ceremonies, cooking classes, music classes and nursing 
classes. It was challenging for some students who had never been out 
of Australia before, but they were brave and tried new food and made 
new friends.
 
In Tokyo the students were squished into the busy trains like sardines, 
but they said that it was all part of the fun! They wrote a diary in 
Japanese each day and loved the opportunity to use their Japanese in 
real life situations.
 
It was a pleasure to provide students with this opportunity. It was an 
enriching and enlightening experience for many students.

Grace Skehan
International Coordinator

New Exchange Students

We are very fortunate to have many visitors 
to MacKillop this term. We have 6 exchange 
students from Italy, 1 exchange student from 
France and also an exchange teacher from 
Canada. They have joined into our MacKillop 
Community seamlessly and they have also had 
the opportunity to travel around Palmerston, 
Darwin and the surrounds.

Salam Hangat,

Candice Slingerland
Head of Languages

Grace Skehan
International Coordinator

Candice Slingerland
Head of Languages
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MacKillop News
Rugby News
 
Congratulations Anaru and DJ! NT Reps

Sports News
 
Congratulations Hayden Brauer NT Rep u16 Basketball!

When new 
history  teacher 
Mr. Grant gives 
her an unusual 
assignment: 
investigating 
the mystery of 
the Somerton 
Man. Found 
dead in on an 

Adelaide beach in 1948, a 
half-smoked cigarette still in his 
mouth and the labels cut out of his 
clothes, the Somerton Man has 
intrigued people for years. Was he a 
spy? A criminal? 
Year 10 has plenty of mysteries of its 
own: boys, drama queen friends, and 
enigmatic new students. When they 
seem just as unsolvable as a 60-year
-old cold case, Lara finds herself 
spending more and more time on the 
assignment. But Mr Grant himself 
may be the biggest mystery of all... 

 

July 

Sima and her family are pressed to the 
rough, cold ground among fifty others. They 
lie next to the tall fence designed to keep 
them in. The wires are cut one by one.  
When they make their escape, a guard raises 
the alarm. Shouting, smoke bombs, people 
tackled to the ground. In the chaos Sima 
loses her parents.  
Dad told her to run, so she does, hiding in a 
school and triggering a lockdown. A boy, 

Dan, finds her hiding in the toilet block. What should he do? 
Help her? Dob her in? She’s breaking the law, but is it right to lock 
kids up? And if he helps, should Sima trust him? Or run? 
This moment, these decisions, will change the course of their lives.  

 F   
BAN 

Music is 
Simon’s life - 
which is why 
he is 
devastated 
when a mini-stroke obliterates 
his hearing. He resists attempts to 
help him adjust to his new state, 
refusing to be counselled, learn 
sign language, or have anything to 
do with Deaf culture. Refusing, that 
is, until he meets G, a tough-as-
nails girl dealing with her own 
newly experienced hearing loss. 

In an emotionally compelling tale 
crackling with originality, Simon’s 
quest to create an entirely new 
form of music forces him into a 
deeper understanding of his 
relationship to the hearing world, 
of himself, and of the girl he meets 
along the way. 

 F   
WIL 

 F   
MOR 
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MacKillop News
P&F Assoc. News
Dear Families,

Welcome to Term 3. We hope you found plenty of time to reconnect with 
your children and to spend some quality family moments together. Finding 
time in our very busy lives can be a challenge but it’s definitely one worth 
rising to.

If you haven’t already done so I would encourage you to become more 
fully engaged with your child’s schooling journey throughout the semester. 
This can be as simple as chatting to a teacher, volunteering your time, 
sitting with your student in the Library for after school study or attending 
a College event. Please know that you are always welcome at the College. 
Families are the most important people in a child’s life so we all need to 
share in their educational journey together.

The best predictor of student success is the extent to which families 
encourage learning at home and engage themselves in their child’s 
education.

Did you know that children with engaged families are more likely to:
• Earn higher grades or test scores 
• Graduate from high school and attend post-secondary education 
• Develop self-confidence and motivation in the classroom 
• Have better social skills and classroom behaviour

They are also less likely to:
• Have low self-esteem
• Need redirection in the classroom 
• Develop behavioural issues

Thank you to everyone who donated us their Earn and Learn stickers. Your 
generosity has allowed many additional resources to be included that will 
enhance learning for all our students.

A massive Well Done to the members of our College community who 
exhibited at or participated in the Royal Darwin Show this year. Looking at 
the awards there were quite a few recognisable names. Bravo! We surely 
are a talented lot.

Please don’t forget to register for the P&F Colour Run. Leanne Pope 
is doing a magnificent job of getting this up and running and can be 
contacted through the College Office.

The P&F would like to take this opportunity to thank all students and staff 
at the College for their wonderful efforts last Semester. To our students; 
Thank you for attending class, submitting assignments, trying your best 
on tests, wearing the College uniform with pride and for the friendship 
you show each other. To our staff; Thank you for all the hours of care and 
dedication you put into ensuring our students have the opportunity to 
grow and learn in a safe, comfortable environment.

Just a reminder that Monday 5 August is the Picnic Day Public Holiday.
Our next P&F Committee meeting will be held on Monday 12 August 
at 7pm in the College Boardroom. Please come along. You will be most 
welcome.

Enjoy your families,

Elizabeth Laughton
P&F Assoc. President

Upcoming Events

Thu 1 Aug College Tour

Fri 2 Aug Mack Night

Mon 5 Aug Picnic Day Public Holiday

Fri 9 Aug Feast Day Celebrations

Mon 12 Aug Canteen Meeting 5pm
  P&F Assoc Meeting 7pm

Week 4 Year 8 Camp

Wed 14 Aug Nongkrong

Congratulations Sacred 
Heart!

Sacred Heart Catholic Primary School recently celebrated their 25th 
Anniversary with an amazing performance by every year level and the 
teachers. Congratulations Sacred Heart, and we wish you just as much 
success in your next 25 years!



Date:
Time:
Venue:
Price: 
Includes:

or 

Aim: 

Aim:

Aim: 



Meet with exhibitors who can provide industry snapshots,  
career pathways, networking opportunities and more!
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ALICE SPRINGS
Alice Springs Convention Centre
MON 12 AUG  4pm - 7.30pm 
TUES 13 AUG  8.30am - 12.30pm

TENNANT CREEK
Civic Hall
THURS 15 AUG  9am - 12pm

NHULUNBUY
Town Hall
MON 19 AUG  
10.30am - 1.30pm

DARWIN
Mararra Stadium
FRI 23 AUG   8.30am - 2.30pm 
SAT 24 AUG  10am - 3pm

KATHERINE
YMCA Katherine
WED 21 AUG  
10am - 2pm

Platinum sponsor Gold champions

Are you curious about the real jobs on  
offer today and how to build your portfolio  
of skills? Are you looking to upskill or  
wondering what opportunities are out there?

For further information and to register visit skillsemploymentexpo.nt.gov.au 
or phone YouthWorX NT on 8981 8870.

A Sensory Friendly Hour 
 will be held in  

Alice Springs from 4pm-5pm,  
Monday 12 August and in  
Darwin from 10am  – 11am,  

Saturday 24 August

GET THE ANSWERS AT THE  
2019 SKILLS, EMPLOYMENT  
AND CAREERS EXPO!

PUBL IC  EVENT

ANU Drop in Session in Darwin
Questions for ANU?
Wednesday 14 August 4-7pm - all welcome 

Location
Darwin Sailing Club
Conference Room, 
8 Atkins Drive, Fannie Bay 

 
 

No Registration required
E Student.Recruitment@anu.edu.au

 
 

 

ANU is Australia's top ranked
university, positioned among the
world's leading universities.
 
At ANU, you can study a broad
range of disciplines across our
seven academic Colleges, many
ranked among the strongest in the
world.
 
When you graduate, you will be
recognised globally for your world-
class qualications.  

Have you already applied to ANU? 
Come along and nd out the next steps. 

Are you wanting to apply to ANU? 
It's not to late to apply. Come and see us to nd out how. 

Meet an ANU Student Ambassador 
You will have the opportunity to meet and ask questions about what it's like to
be an ANU student.  

CRICOS #00120C OF_588734




