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As we journey towards Christmas I take this opportunity to thank each of you for 
all that you have done and wish you a happy and holy Christmas with family and 
friends, and may the new year be filled with happiness for you.

In particular, thank you for your support and loyality - this  has helped to improve 
our school. Thank you for your commitment and dedication  - this  has made this 
school of ours a resounding success. 2018 has been a great year. As God’s son 

came to serve, so we also are called to serve, and I thank you for the quality of service  and support to 
MacKillop students  and families you have provided this year.

I hope that you are able to find moments of quiet and return refreshed and renewed to all new 
beginnings in 2019.

With every best wish and  sincere gratitude for all you have done.

Blessings always,

Lauretta Graham
Principal

You are a Wonderful Reflection of God’s Love
You are one of those rare people who keeps the spirit of Christmas glowing brightly through the year, 

Because your life is truly a reflection of God’s love…
 

The caring things
You say and do

Bring Christ’s peace,
Hope and joy

To everyone around you…
 

Every day you show
What Christmas love is really about
Through your smiles and laughter,

Your compassion and concern, your warmth and kindness.
God’ has blessed me
With knowing you

And, this Christmas,
I pray that HE WILL BLESS YOU WITH EVERYTHING GOOD

And that His love
Will always light your way.

 Merry Christmas 2018

Lauretta Graham
Principal
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May the spirit of Christmas bring peace and 

happiness to you and to your family. 
 
 

A Christmas Version…1 Corinthians 13 
 

If I decorate my house perfectly with plaid bows, strands of twinkling lights and 
shiny balls, but do not show love to my family, I’m just another decorator. 
 

If I slave away in the kitchen, baking dozens of Christmas cookies, preparing 
gourmet meals and arranging a beautifully adorned table at mealtime, but do not 
show love to my family, I’m just another cook. 
 

If I work at the soup kitchen, carol in the nursing home and give all that I have 
to charity, but do not show love to my family, it profits me nothing. 
 

If I trim the spruce with shimmering angels and crocheted snowflakes, attend a 
myriad of holiday parties, and sing in the choir’s cantata but do not focus on 
Christ, I have missed the point. 
 

Love stops the cooking to hug the child. 
 

Love sets aside the decorating to kiss the spouse. 
 

Love is kind, though harried and tired. 
 

Love doesn’t envy another’s home that has coordinated Christmas china and table 
linens. 
 

Love doesn’t yell at the kids to get out of the way, but is thankful they are there 
to be in the way. 
 

Love doesn’t give only to those who are able to give in return but rejoices in giving 
to those who can’t. 
 

Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. (Even 
the cat knocking over the tree) 
 

Love never fails. 
 

Video games will break, pearl necklaces will be lost, golf clubs will rust, but giving 
the gift of love will endure. 
 

As we celebrate the birthday of Our Lord, the King of Peace,  
May God bless you abundantly with joys that will increase, 

And through the months to follow, 
May you find He’s always near to guard you with His tender love 

And guide you through the year. 
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Finance News

 
The Finance team wishes to convey our gratitude to parents and guardians who are continuously making 
sure that their fees and levies are paid on time and payment arrangement honoured. This enables the 
college to provide high quality learning and proper environment for students. The fee statements are sent 
regularly and serves as a record of all transactions that the family conducts with the school. Kindly review 
the statement and in case of any discrepancies, please refer it back to our finance team.
 
School fees for this year are Overdue and families should be finalising the payments unless a payment 
arrangement with the college is in effect. If your payment arrangement form has been submitted or if you 
are making the payments on time, there is no action required from your end.
 
All outstanding school books (Especially for Year 12’s) will be charged to the fees accounts and the charges 
removed once they are handed back to the Library. Any other charges (Such as music lessons, rugby league, 

interstate trips) are charged separately. The statements for these charges were sent out last week. If you have changed your 
contact details e.g mobile phone number, residential/postal address or email address, please contact the College as soon as 
possible so we can update your records.
 
Payments of school fees can be made via BPay, Credit Card or cash payment at our front office reception. These payment 
options are provided for on your statement. You can also make a direct bank transfer to the below College bank account;
 
MacKillop Catholic College
National Australia Bank
BSB: 085933
Account: 396042505
 
Please include your family reference when making payment so we can allocate all monies to correct account. For all queries 
pertaining to school fees, please call 8930 5716 or emailfinance.mackillop@nt.catholic.edu.au

Amos Wachira
Business Manager

Amos Wachira
Business Manager

Marie Butt
APRE

From the APRE 

THANK YOU

The end of the Term will mark my last 
day as Assistant Principal Religious 
Education. I have made the decision 
to step away from this role due to my 
personal circumstances. I would like 
to take this opportunity to sincerely 
thank all of the staff and families for 
your continued support. To all our 
wonderful young people; it is you who 

make my job as a teacher so rewarding. Thank you all for 
putting a smile on my face each day.

I will not be leaving the College and will continue in my 
role as Year Coordinator with the current Year 10 cohort. 

I wish you all a safe, happy and Holy Christmas. 

God Bless,

Marie Butt
APRE

From the Uniform Shop 

The Uniform Shop will 
be holding a “2nd hand 
Rummage Sale” on Saturday 
8th December from 9:30am-
12noon.

College Office Holiday Opening 
Times:

The College Office and Uniform 
Shop will close on Friday 
14th December 2018 and 
open again on Wednesday 
16th January 2019.
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Outdoor Education News

 

YEAR 9 PADDLEBOARDING

Australia Day Council Awards 

The Australia Day Council presents the Australia Day Student Citizen Awards each year. Sponsored by the Department of 
Education, these awards recognise excellent citizenship within the school community.
 
The Criteria are to recognise students who show a sense of fair play, generosity of spirit, concern for others, cultural 
understanding, positive attitude and involvement within the school and/or the wider community.
 
This year's recipients for MacKillop Catholic College were Ella Day for the Middle School Australia Day Award, and Caramon 
Khaisir for the Senior School. Congratulations to both students. 

Jade Cole
Outdoor Education 

Coordinator
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Congratulations Maddi!
 
I joined St John’s (Farrar Cadet Divison)  in November 2016 as a cadet. Since joining I have completed annual first aid skills 
including workbooks and practical skills, I have also  completed a number of proficiency stuides including Eye Health, Campcraft, 
ANZAC Heritage, Family Care and Caring for Animals. Over the past two years I have  done over 200 hours of training and 
volunteering at different communtiy events which I plan to do much more of. I have also assisted in the Cadet Competitions 
with casualty simulation (Fake wounds) and as a  runner or go-between, I have also assisted at the St John’s Church Service. In 
November 2017 I won the St John’s Cadet of the year for 2018, which was amazing, November this year I  won the Northern 
Territory Chief Minister’s Youth Volunteer of the Year Awards. Which I was totally excited about.I Love doing St John’s and I 
would like to become a paramedic when I grow up.

Maddison Carrier
Northern Territory Chief Minister's Youth Volunteer of the Year Award Winner, and St. John's Cadet of the Year

Saints News
 

SAINTS PRESENTATION EVENING SPEECH FROM MR GRAHAM

Ladies and Gentlemen, Welcome to MacKillop Catholic College, 
I would first like to acknowledge the Traditional Owners of country throughout Australia and of this 
particular region, the Larrakia people, We recognise their continuing connection to land, waters and 
culture. We pay our respects to their Elders past, present and emerging.

I would also like to take the opportunity to welcome some of our guests today;

1. Most Reverend Daniel Eugene Hurley, Bishop Emeritus of 
    Darwin, Patron of the MacKillop Saints Sporting Association.

2. Tamie Needham, CEO NT Rugby Union.
3. Lauretta Graham, Principal MacKillop Catholic College
4. Robbie Taylor, President of the NT Rugby Referees Association.
5. Marty O’Brien, President, University Pirates Rugby Club & club representatives, Rhys Venturin, Hugh Harbeck & Daniel Lord 
5. Roz and Reece Lavercombe, Committee Member & Junior official, 
    Palmerston Rugby Union Club.
6. Our wonderful representatives from both the NT News & 9 
    News Darwin. 

YOU ARE MOST WELCOME

Ladies and Gentlemen, it is my absolute privilege to notify you that the Northern Territory Rugby Union has accepted the bid 
from the MacKillop Saints Sporting Association to enter a new club into the Darwin Rugby Union competition in 2019.

As you can understand, this is a thrilling culmination of many months of hard work and an opportunity we are extremely 
grateful and proud of having offered to us.

In 2019 the MacKillop Saints will field teams in the boys and girls U14, U16 and U18 age groups. Consideration of the inclusion 
of further age groups will be discussed in coming years on the advice of current stakeholders. It is in the best interest of all 

David Graham
MSSA President
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involved in this process that we enter the competition incrementally, building upon a solid foundation while not rushing this 
process. The Saints intend to make a positive contribution to Rugby in the Northern Territory, working with fellow clubs to the 
benefit of the entire Rugby community. By initially entering the competition with just these three age groups, we can avoid a 
sudden shock to the system. Any future developments will only come about through thorough consultation with and agreement 
from our fellow clubs. Furthermore, the Saints will maintain an ongoing commitment to fielding only a single team in each age 
group, in the interest of maximising on-field time for players, ensuring a high standard of play, and allowing the College-based 
incubator programme to provide a reliable stream of new members for all clubs in the region.
As this process has been a culmination of thorough, positive and productive discussions among stakeholders including Northern 
Territory Rugby Union and existing clubs I would like to welcome Tamie Needham, CEO of NT Rugby Union to say a few words.
-------------------------------------------------

Thank you Tamie, We here at the Saints have been blessed with the wider support of the College community, with formal 
approval being given by the Sisters of St. Joseph of the Sacred Heart, who are responsible for approving any entity associated 
with the name of Mary MacKillop, and from Bishop Emeritus of Darwin, Eugene Hurley, who has been a supportive patron of 
the club since its earliest iterations. I would like to now ask our Patron, Bishop Hurley to say a few words.
-----------------------------------------------
Thank you, Bishop. 

The Saints are totally committed to assisting the Rugby community in whatever way we possibly can, already demonstrating 
our commitment through participation in the recent Palmerston Crocs Junior 7s and Hahn Superdry 7s Tournaments, as well 
as making further plans to support the Swampdogs’ 10’s event in late January.  Furthermore, the well-established MacKillop 
Catholic College Rugby Academy will expand in 2019, focusing on Rugby Union development, exploring both overseas and 
interstate travel opportunities as well as engaging and developing relationships with notable GPS Schools and Queensland clubs.  

In conclusion, we are both grateful and proud to be joining such a wonderfully positive and supportive Rugby Union community 
here in the Northern Territory. There is a superb energy and drive amongst the established clubs and the MacKillop Saints are 
excited and motivated to begin contributing to this fantastic culture. 

I would encourage any one interested in this exciting development to visit our revamped website; Mackillopsaints.com or join 
our community on social media via Facebook or Instagram, using the handle – Mackillop Saints
In Lieu of formal question time, we might wrap things up here for photo opportunities and informal discussions and interviews.  
I would ask that you stay, and join us in a light morning team, kindly put together by our club Public Officer, Mrs Michelle Mills. 

Once again, thank you very much ladies and gentlemen and with little more to say,
 Up the mighty Saints! Thank you.

David Graham
MacKillop Saints Sporting Association President

SAINTS PRESENTATION EVENING PHOTOS
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Congratulations Mr Guy
 
Many of you will remember Mr Sean Guy, who taught at MacKillop before pursuing 
his dream of becoming a published author. Mr Guy has got back in touch with us, 
confirming that this worthy goal has in fact been achieved with great success, with 
the release of his first book "Malediction - The Cursed Play". We offer a massive 
congratulations to Sean, and wish him every success in his future writing career. You 
can pick up a copy at The Bookshop Darwin or many other book shops around the 
country. 

In a social media post, Sean cited MacKillop Catholic College as the place where he 
developed his love of Shakespeare, and thanked the MacKillop community for their 
support.

Well done Mr Guy!

VET and Careers News
 

NIGHTCLIFF TRAINING CENTRE GRADUATES

Tullalah Ormsby
Australian School-based Apprentice of the Year 
Award 2018 Finalist

Certificate III in Early Childhood Education and Care

From as long as she can remember, Tullalah wanted to work in 
childcare.
She was galvanised into action when she was in Year 10, doing 
work experience at a local childcare centre, while her family 
opened their home as foster carers. This inspired her to pursue 
a school-based apprenticeship in early childhood education 
and care.

Tullalah completed a Certificate III in Early Childhood 
Education and Care in 2017. She has followed this up with a 
Diploma in Early Childhood Education and Care. She works 
three days a week at Farrar Early Learning Centre as a part-
time apprentice while spending two days a week at school.

Her advice to anyone wanting to pursue a career where VET is 
a pathway is ‘just go for it’.
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Graduation 2018
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Presentation Night 2018
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Upcoming Events

Wed 5 Dec Nongkrong

Fri 7 Dec Last day for Year 11

Mon 10 Dec P&F Assoc. Meeting 7pm

Wed 12 Dec Middle Years End of Year Activity Day

Thu 13 Dec Final Day for Students

  Christmas Liturgy

Fri 14 Dec Final Day for Teachers

Sat 15 Dec - Mon 28 Jan Holidays

Wed 16 Jan Office open to Community

29-30 Jan Staff PD Days

Thu 31 Jan All Students Return for Term 1 2019

P&F Association News
Dear Families,

Who would have thought that we would get to the end of Term 
4 so quickly? In January, December seems almost unattainable 
but here we are once again ready to celebrate the birth of Christ. 
Oh to be young again when a year is so long that you think it will 
never end.

Just a reminder that there will not be a General Committee 
Meeting this month.

Well, our year 12 events and celebrations are now over. The 
Graduation Mass was inspirational, while the Year 12 Graduation 
Dinner brought tears to the eyes of many of us as we watched 
our wonderful students stride forth to confidently take on 
the world. Thank you to all our graduating students who took 
the time to look as gorgeous and handsome as anyone could 
possibly look. Many, many thanks to all the families, friends and 
invited guests who shared this special evening. It was a privilege 
to be in attendance. On behalf of the P&F we wish you God’s 
Blessings for a future filled with love, happiness and success.

Congratulations to everyone who received an award at 
Presentation Night last week. We appreciate the time and effort 
you gave to your studies and various endeavours. It was terrific 
to see so many families beaming proudly as their child received 
an award or enthusiastically entertained us. Our Congratulations 
go to every student at MacKillop Catholic College for successfully 
completing their studies in 2018.

In this final column for the year I would like to acknowledge 
the enormous efforts of our College staff. Working together as 
a team these dedicated people have ensured the success of 
our students, the College and one another to a degree that is 
nothing short of fantastic. Likewise, I would like to thank the 
College Board for their guiding wisdom in all aspects relating to 
College life. A personal ‘Bravo’ is extended to the P&F committee 
who have worked so hard throughout the year in supporting 
the needs of the staff and students of the College. Many selfless 
hours have been willingly given by these volunteers. Each and 
every person who has supported the College in any way this year 
is to be applauded. Thank you!

The P&F Committee wishes everyone a happy and holy festive 
Season. Please find time to attend a Christmas Mass and to share 
the love of the Baby Jesus with family, friends and those who 
might need a little extra Christian charity during the Christmas 
Season.  We will be distributing marshmallows to every child 
after the Christmas Eve Children’s Mass so hope to see you 
there. 

Thank you for your much valued support throughout the year. 
Stay safe and every best wish for a holiday filled with love, 
laughter and smiles.

Enjoy your families,

Elizabeth Laughton
President, MacKillop Catholic College P&F Assoc.

MacKillop Catholic College
Preloved Uniforms Buy and 

Swap Sale
Saturday 8th December

10am to 12pm

All items $5 or swap with your 
own preloved items

For more information email
michelle.gordon@nt.catholic.

edu.au



Be Crocwise these school holidays
Crocodiles love the Top End! They can be found living in all kinds 
of waterways: shallow ones, deep ones, ones with lilies on top, 
muddy ones, and ones where we like to fish and swim. Crocs 
move around easily in the wet season because lots of rain means 
the rivers, creeks and billabongs start to join together – It’s like 
one big highway for crocodiles!

Crocs are common, there are 75,000 – 100,000 crocodiles in the 
Top End and rangers from Parks and Wildlife are kept very busy 
removing crocodiles from areas close to where humans live. That 
doesn’t mean it’s safe to go swimming anywhere though, stick to 
places like the pool or where signs say it’s ok to swim.

                                                  Crocodiles are very                                                                                                                                             
                                                skilled hunters they                                                                                                                                             
                       are known as ambush predators which 
mean they patiently sit-and-wait for their prey. 
Crocodiles scan the environment from a hiding place 
and then very quickly burst out a surprise attack. 
Crocs will see you before you see them.

Be careful when you’re near the 
water because crocs are deadly. 
They can grow really big and are 
excellent hunters. 

Some deadly features include:
• Big powerful jaws that snap 

shut
• Another set of eyelids to help 

see underwater
• A great sense of smell
• Ability to sense movement in 

the water through their skin
• A strong tail to move quickly in 

and out of water
• The ability to hide, and remain 

hidden for quite some time.

Have a safe holiday!


