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Dear Members of the MacKillop Catholic College Community,

Part time jobs can fit into a busy study/school schedule but school/study cannot 
fit into an almost full time job.

We acknowledge that many students need to find part time jobs to support 
themselves, supplement family incomes or pay for study expenses. Some studies 
show students with Part time jobs achieve better grades. Part time jobs can build 
confidence and competence. 

When does a part time job hinder academic achievement? I believe this can be the 
case when:

• The employer has no understanding of the complex study demands of students today;
• Students repeatedly miss class due to tiredness;
• Students go to work when they should be at school; and,
• Insufficient home study time is left for students to complete their out of school study tasks.

These are just a few.

What does research say:
Rothstein (2007) noted that part-time employment while at school may encourage students to time 
manage, learn about workplace norms and responsibilities, and be motivated to achieve academic 
and career goals. On the other hand, the work may be distracting, tiring, and lead to diminished 
performance at school. 

Mortimer, Staff and Oesterle (2003) noted that while much has been written about the negative effects 
of adolescent part-time employment little attention has been given to the fact that it is through part-
time employment that adolescents can “acquire knowledge about the labour force, form occupational 
values, learn how to behave appropriately in the workplace, and acquire skills that will facilitate their 
adaptation to work and enhance the likelihood of later success in this domain.” Again acknowledging 
the importance of number of hours in work, advocates maintain “that when youth limit the hours they 
spend in paid work, they are able to balance their multiple commitments to school, to family, and to 
their jobs, while at the same time acquiring workplace skills and resources that may help them to make 
good choices in selecting their future careers” (Staff, Mortimer & Uggen, 2004).

Quirk, Keith and Quirk (2001) raised the question of the relevance of the number of hours of work, and 
found that student employment contributed to greater academic achievement when it was less than 12 
hours per week.

For students in full time study, working impacts on completion- the more hours worked, the greater the 
effect. Research shows working 16-24hours a week reduces the completion rate by eight percentage 
points, while more than 24 hours reduces it by 14 percentage points. (Karmel, T NCVER, 2011)
What we can take from this is part –time work can be beneficial in many ways as long as the number of 
hours is realistic.  After all, the students already have a full time job, this is called school.
Enjoy, debate and review as necessary with your sons and daughters.

Yours sincerely,

Lauretta Graham
Principal

Lauretta Graham
Principal
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Catholic Identity News

40 YEARS OF PRIESTHOOD FOR FATHER TOM
 
Congratulations to our wonderful parish priest, Father Tom English, on the 40th anniversary of your ordination. Fr Tom was 
ordained in his hometown of Malanda to be a priest in the Darwin Diocese, where he has been ever since, and has become a 
well known face all over the Top End.

Confirmation Classes
Confirmation Group classes are held every Sunday at 5pm

Catechesis
Monday and Thursday 7:30pm
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Library News

Library 

Mackillop 
What  
can I  
find  
in the  

?
 

Languages 
(World languages, sign language  
and dictionaries) 

Non-Fiction 

Library 

Mackillop 
What  
can I  
find  
in the  

?
 

Natural Sciences  
and Maths 
(Science, Maths and  
the natural world) 

Non-Fiction 
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Seventeen-year-old Pru Palmer lives 
with her twin sisters, Grace and 
Blythe, and their father, Rick, on the 
outskirts of an isolated mining 
community. The Palmers are 
doomsday preppers. They have a 
bunker filled with non-perishable 
food and a year's worth of water. 
One day while Rick is at the mine, 
the power goes out. At the Palmers' 
house, and in the town. All 
communication is cut. No one 
knows why. It doesn't take long for 
everything to unravel. In town, 
supplies run out and people get 
desperate. The sisters decide to 
keep their bunker a secret. The 
world is different; the rules are 
different. Survival is everything, and 
family comes first. 

August 

When a fierce quake strikes the 
remote island of Bluehaven, and her 
father disappears, Jane Doe is 
thrown headfirst into an epic quest 
to bring him home. 
But this ain’t no ordinary rescue 
mission. Her father is lost in a place 
between worlds; a dangerous 
labyrinth of shifting rooms, infernal 
booby traps and secret gateways. 
And Jane has to find him fast, 
because someone else is searching 
for him, too. A man who knows her 
father’s secrets and has an army. 
With a pyromaniac named Violet and 
the enigmatic Hickory by her side, 
Jane is about to discover that this 
adventure is even bigger on the 
inside than it looks ... 
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Library News

New Flag Presentation From Luke Gosling OAM, MP

In the year 2045, reality is an ugly place. 
The only time teenage Wade Watts really 
feels alive is when he's jacked into the virtual 
utopia known as the OASIS. Wade's devoted his life to studying the puzzles hidden within this 
world's digital confines, puzzles that are based on their creator's obsession with the pop cul-
ture of decades past and that promise massive power and fortune to whoever can unlock 
them. When Wade stumbles upon the first clue, he finds himself beset by players willing to kill 
to take this ultimate prize. The race is on, and if Wade's going to survive, he'll have to win—
and confront the real world he's always been so desperate to escape.   

 

 Join Andy and Terry in their 
wonderfully wild and wacky 
104-storey treehouse. 
You can throw some 
refrigerators, make some 
money with the money-
making machine (or honey if 
you'd prefer-it makes that 
too), climb the never-ending 
staircase, have a bunfight, 
deposit some burps in the 
burp bank, get totally tangled 
up in the tangled-up level, or 
just take some time out and 
relax in the peaceful sunny 
meadow full of buttercups, 
butterflies and bluebirds. 
Well, what are you waiting 
for? Come on up! 

Fiction 

The evil pixie Opal Koboi has spent the last year in a self-
induced coma, plotting her revenge on all those who foiled her 
attempt to destroy the LEPrecon fairy police. 
And Artemis Fowl is at the top of her list. 
After his last run-in with the fairies, Artemis had his mind 
wiped of his memories of the world belowground. But they 
have not forgotten about him. Once again, he must stop the 
human and fairy worlds from colliding—only this time, Artemis 
faces an enemy who may have finally outsmarted him.   

Artemis has committed his entire 
fortune to a project he believes 
will save the planet and its 
inhabitants, both human and 
fairy. Can it be true? Has 
goodness taken hold of the 
world’s greatest teenage 
criminal mastermind? 
Captain Holly Short is 
unconvinced, and discovers that 
Artemis is suffering from Atlantis 
Complex, a psychosis common 
among guilt-ridden fairies—not 
humans—and most likely 
triggered by Artemis’s dabbling 
with fairy magic. 
Unfortunately, Atlantis Complex 
has struck at the worst possible 
time. A deadly foe from Holly’s 
past is intent on destroying the 
actual city of Atlantis. Can 
Artemis escape the confines of 
his mind—and the grips of a 
giant squid—in time to save the 
underwater metropolis and its 
fairy inhabitants? 

It's Armageddon Time for 
Artemis Fowl. 
Opal Koboi, power-crazed 
pixie, is plotting to 
exterminate mankind and 
become fairy queen. 
If she succeeds, the spirits of 
long-dead fairy warriors will 
rise from the earth, inhabit the 
nearest available bodies and 
wreak mass destruction. But 
what happens if those nearest 
bodies include crows, or deer, 
or badgers - or two curious 
little boys by the names of 
Myles and Beckett Fowl? 
Yes, it's true. Criminal 
mastermind Artemis Fowl's 
four-year-old brothers could 
be involved in destroying the 
human race. Can Artemis and 
Captain Holly Short of the 
Lower Elements Police stop 
Opal and prevent the end of 
the world?   
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MacKillop Feast Day
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Visit from Simon Burmingham  - Minister for Education
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Languages News

Japenese Exchange Students Farewell Lunch

Nongkrong
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Modern History War Gaming

Schoolstream News
Dear Parents,

A new School Stream update has been released on the Apple and 
Google Play Store.

Please check that you update the app when it’s released. You 
can even set your phone’s app updates to automatic. The 
instructions for the Apple App Store (https://goo.gl/mvC9as) and 
the Google Play Store (https://goo.gl/XCgkL1) can be found at 
those URLs.

To get the most out of the app features we do recommend creating an account so you can easily manage the content the school 
sends through.

To create an account, go to the side menu via the top-left corner and click on "Log-in". This is a quick and easy process that will 
require your first and last name, and a mobile number, email, or Facebook account authorisation.

Once you have created your account, you will be able to access all of the new app features which will be highlighted in the 
welcome video.
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Remembering Thabo

A Letter from Ayanda, Thabo's Mum

To all staff, parents and students,
 
My sincere gratitude for your invaluable support you gave during Thabo's illness and his final send off. We 
were humbled by the continuous pouring of love from you all as a big family. So deeply touching to know 
that Thabo was so much loved. Your prayers kept us going through the difficult times and more so, all the 
emotional and financial support you gave.

 As a school, you demonstrated gross compassionate love for children. The outstanding support from his 
peers will forever be appreciated
 
Thank you. I am touched beyond words.
May God bless you all.
 
Ayanda (Thabo's mum) & Family

Wear Red for Thabo Day
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World Challenge Sri Lanka 2019
Thinking about doing the World Challenge Expedition to Sri Lanka next year but not quite decided? Remember it is not all that 
far away, and much of the cost will be covered through fundraising, so don't think it isn't an option!

Where is Sri Lanka?

Sri Lanka is an island nation off the southern tip of 
the Indian subcontinent, just under 6000km from 
Darwin, less than driving to Adelaide and back.

What is Sri Lanka Known For?

Sri Lanka, formerly known as Ceylon, has a rich 
cultural history spanning thousands of years. It is 
known for its natural beauty, ancient temples and 
palaces, amazing wildlife, and for being one of the 
most important tea growing regions in the world. 
Due to its location and geography, it has been an 
important centre of world trade since the days of 
the ancient silk road, and remains so to this day. It 
has a diverse mix of cultures with influence from 
Buddhism, Hinduism, and British Colonialism.

Trebuchet News
Wednesday of Week 7 saw the culmination of the 
Eagle Group Trebuchet program. With the assistance 
of the Year 11 Modern History class, the group's two 
trebuchets fired against each other in competition in 
front of the entire school.

Trebuchets were a medieval siege engine. Built of 
wooden and metal beams and fastenings, trebuchets 
were often built on-site outside a castle or town that 
was being besieged. They would fling rock projectiles 
against the fortified walls, gradually hammering a 
breach through which the attackers could storm. Often 

the mere presence of a trebuchet or two could be enough for the defenders to 
surrender, as they would be better treated if they agreed to honourable terms 
rather than put the attacking force to weeks of work.

Our trebuchets were not as big as some of the medieval monsters which have been described from those days, but the principles worked 
in the same way. They use gravity to release a stored weight on a counter arm. This flings a sling in which the projectile is encased. 

We had two teams for our competition, led by students Zac Howe and Macinlay Maslin. The ceremonial opening shots were fired by two local 
VIPs: federal MP Luke Gosling OAM, and the NT's Tony Sievers MLA, Member for Brennan, the Assistant Minister for Veterans Affairs, Sports & 
Community Events. 

Then the two teams fired five shots each, together, in a competition for range. They were evenly matched, though there were penalties for 
firing before the whistle, and a misfire. Then three shots were fired for accuracy, against two wheelie bins, one atop another. A direct hit was 
scored, with the two kilo water-filled milk carton projectile knocking the top bin off. Team Zac led the charge early, and fired the direct hit, but 
also misfired and scored zero for a shot, so Team Mac pipped them at the post. Both teams won chocolate prizes.

Dr Tom Lewis OAM
Eagle Group Facilitator
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As an education outcome, the project was good value. It taught:

- Leadership, for both emerging and accomplished student leaders

- Teamwork for all

- Physics in a number of ways from lever principles to a study of stored kinetic energy

- Mathematics in calculating various angles in the building, plus understanding ratios of the weights involved, and 

- History in developing an understanding of medieval times.

The groups involved would especially like to thank Mr Paul Dimmick, for his passion and knowledge; Ms Alix Stirling, for scoring and 
encouragement of the Eagle Group, and school officers Mr Roy Levers and Mr Ian Anderson. And Principal Graham, for backing an idea that let 
us combine education with FUN!

Dr Tom Lewis OAM
Eagle Group Facilitator
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Year 8 News

A Fantastic Year 8 Camp

During Week 4 of this term, Year 8 students went on an adventure… well to Adventure Bound Camp at 
Wallaroo! Students gained and increased their capacity to work together in teams to solve challenges, to 
overcome fears and to have fun! Students soared above the ground when rock climbing and on the flying 
fox. They climbed crates and high ropes and they orienteered through the outback, while camping outside 
in the elements. Students enjoyed dance offs and toasting marshmallows by the fire. A big thank you to all 
the Year 8 parents in preparing their children with the necessities they needed for camp. All in all, it was a 
great experience for everyone involved!

Salam Hangat,

Candice Slingerland
Year 8 Coordinator

Candice Slingerland
Year 8 Coordinator
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P&F Assoc. News
Dear Families,

It is with great sadness that we join the rest of the College 
community to acknowledge the passing of Thabo Molo. Our 
thoughts and prayers are with Thabo’s family and friends. 
A big Thank You to Pippa Crane for the time she devoted to 
the P&F. We appreciate all that Pippa brought with her to 
the Committee and wish the Crane family all the best in their 
future endeavours.

Welcome to Erna Fenwick who is joining us in the Café. Our 
Café is certainly a dynamic, happening place.

It was great to get such positive feedback about the Yr 8 
Camp. Many thanks to all the staff who worked so hard to 
ensure a fun, safe adventure. Our students had a great time 
and returned exhausted but happy.

Don’t forget to keep an eye out for details about our annual 
Trivia Night in Week 2 of Term 4. The theme for the night is 
Broadway so dress up for a chance to win some great extra 
prizes. We’re still looking for donations big and small. All 
donors will be acknowledged on the night and through the 
College newsletter. Please help us with seeking out donations 
so we can raise funds to benefit our fantastic students.

We’re adding a new item to our P&F Column – it’s the 
MacKillop Marketplace. All families at the College are able to 
advertise items for others to buy, sell or give away for free. 
There is no charge for advertising through the Matrketplace. 
The column will be run by Deb Davees. Please send all 
advertisements to debdavees@gmail.com

Please remember that we have the Darwin Entertainment 
books/online subscriptions available for purchase from 
the College. Orders can be placed via htps://www.
entertainmentbook.com.au/ orderbooks/91h5549. Thank 
you to everyone who has supported us by purchasing a 
subscription.

The next P&F meeting will be held on Monday 13th August at 
7pm in the Board Room. Please join us if you can.

Enjoy your families,

Elizabeth Laughton
President - MacKillop Catholic College P&F Association

MacKillop Marketplace
WANTED – A female rabbit happy to share space with a de-
sexed male bunny whose mate died. No preference for colour 
or breed. Must be child friendly. Please call Ella on 0437 819 
558 or email the Marketplace.

Upcoming Events

Thu 6 Sep Swimming Carnival

Fri 7 Sep Lunchtime AFL - Hurley vs McGrath

Mon 10 Sep P&F Assoc. Meeting 7pm

Tue 11 Sep Young Musician of the Year - Primary

Wed 12 Sep Young Musician of the Year - Secondary

Wed 12 Sep Nongkrong

Fri 14 Sep Immunisations

Fri 14 Sep AFL Confalonieri vs McCormack

Week 9 Year 9 Camp

Mon 17 Sep Board AGM

Tue 18 Sep  Parent Teacher Student Conferences

Wed 19 Sep Parent Teacher Student Conferences

Thu 20 Sep VET Information Evening

  Dance Night

Week 10 Work Experience Week

Wed 26 Sep Nongkrong

  Ordination of Bishop Charles Gauci

Fri 28 Sep Last Day of Term 3

28 Sep - 9 Oct  Indonesia Study Tour

29 Sep - 14 Oct Mid Semester Break (2 wks)

Mon 15 Oct First Day of Term 4

  P&F Meeting 7pm

  Canonisation of Mary MacKillop



Music inspired by fairy tales and folklore 
Dress up and enjoy the show!

Families $25 /  
Adults: $10 / Kids $5  
Babes in arms free! 
Bookings at  
dso.org.au/buy-tickets 
or through Darwin 
Entertainment Centre  
08 8980 3333

Sunday 2 Sep 
9.30am & 11:00am

CDU Theatre, Orange 3 
Casuarina Campus

Sunday 9 Sep 
9.30am & 11:00am

Taminmin College, 
Humpty Doo

WITCHES AND 
WIZARDS

dso.org.au | 8946 6214

ENSEMBLE



 
 
 

  
 
 

 

 

 

DEPARTMENT OF 
EDUCATION 

www.education.nt.gov.au 

Information for parents and carers about NAPLAN going online 
in 2019.  

 
Please note the following: 
 

 The National Assessment Program Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) is an annual 
national assessment for all students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9  
 

 NAPLAN provides governments, education leaders, schools, parents and students with 
information on how Australian students are performing in the essential areas of 
literacy and numeracy. 

 

 In 2018 the first schools around the country successfully performed NAPLAN online.  
 

 It is expected that all eligible schools across the country will be using NAPLAN Online 
by 2020.   
 

 NAPLAN Online will allow better assessment through tailored testing, more precise 
data on our students, faster turnaround of results and more precise measurement. 

 

 It has been confirmed that the NT will start its implementation of NAPLAN Online in 
May 2019. 

 

 The transition to NAPLAN Online will involve about 40 schools with high bandwidth 
internet participating in the first stage of preparation activities, which includes school 
readiness training in August and testing in September 2018 for most schools. 
 

 Our school will be part of this first group of schools transitioning to NAPLAN Online in 
the NT.  
 

 We will participate in platform readiness testing in Term 4 to ensure the updated 
platform for 2019 meets the needs of Territory students. 

 
 We want NAPLAN Online to be a positive experience for our students, teachers and 

school community.  
 

 More information regarding test events will be communicated to you closer to the 
time.  

 
 If you require further information please contact lorna.parker@nt.catholic.edu.au.  

 
 More information on NAPLAN Online can be found at 

https://www.nap.edu.au/online-assessment  



JOIN THE 
NTPFES 
CADETS 
PROGRAM

become a NTPFES CADET!

In Joint Partnership

The NT Police, Fire and Emergency Services (NTPFES) 
Cadets Program is a two year program for 
school students commencing Year 11

apply now
For more information contact your school’s VET Coordinator 
or visit www.pfes.nt.gov.au/cadets

Why be a NTPFES Cadet?

As a NTPFES Cadet, you will participate in 
fun and educational activities such as: 
 » POL21115 - Certificate II in Community Engagement 

one day a week at the NTPFES College (RTO No. 0384), 
each school term

 » BSB30115 - Certificate III in Business 
one day a week at the BCA National Training Group 
(RTO No. 91758), Parap Campus, each school term

 » An outdoor adventure and leadership camp

 » A visit to an NT Indigenous community to learn 
about cultural and community engagement

 » Volunteering in local community organisations such as 
St Vincent’s, Territory Wildlife Park and Crocodylus Park

 » Several work placements including within the NTPFES 

 » As well as several weeks specific to learning the 
tricks of the trade with Fire and Emergency Services, 
which includes completing units toward 
becoming a NT Emergency Services Volunteer. 

Are you a Year 10 
school student? 

Do you want to become 
a leader amongst your 
peers while completing a 
POL21115 - Certificate II in 
Community Engagement and 
a BSB30115 - Certificate III 
in Business? 

Are you interested in learning 
more about the NT Police, Fire 
and Emergency Services? 

Do you want to volunteer to 
help out your local community? 

DEPARTMENT OF
HEALTH

Meningococcal ACWY  Vaccination program August 2018

LET’S STOP 
MENINGOCOCCAL 

Free meningococcal ACWY vaccine 
is now available for all children aged 1 to 19 years living in the 
Northern Territory.

Protect your children and community now.  
Go to your health centre or doctor to get vaccinated.

Meningococcal infection can make you very sick.
Go to the health clinic straight away if you have a fever.

Babies might also be upset, screaming, hard to wake 
from sleep or not eat or drink.

Fever Headache or 
neck stiffness

Drowsiness or 
confusion Joint pain Rash of purple 

spots
Dislike of 

bright lights Vomiting

www.health.nt.gov.au

For further information call the  
Centre for Disease Control Immunisation team 

Top End - 8922 8315 
Central Australia - 8951 6928

MAZDA APPRENTICE OPPORTUNITIES 
 

 
 Brand-New State Of The Art Mazda   Dealership    

   Darwin 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 




