
MacKillop News
TERM 2 WEEK 2   26th APRIL 2017

Dear Members of MacKillop Catholic College Community, 

Welcome back to Term 2. We welcome Mr Bernard Clarke, Mr Christopher Kent and 
Ms Mary Bergmeier to our College. Please make them feel welcome.

No doubt you have noticed the earthworks and fencing in the most central part 
of our campus. This signifies the start to the construction of the walkway which 
will bridge blocks A and C.  Thanks to grant writing opportunities and Government 
funding this has been made possible.  Please remind your children that at no time 
are they to climb these fences or enter the builder’s compound.

A significant part of my week has been spent in discussion with parents regarding 
fees and fee payment plans. These conversations are excellent opportunities for 

the College to more fully understand the hardship families are experiencing. I take this opportunity to 
thank those who:

 • Pay their fees without a reminder;
 • Come in to discuss difficulties when times are tough;
 • Keep to their payment plans; and,
 • Support our fundraising activities. 

I invite all families to contact the College when difficulties arise and not leave the situation until we are 
in the unfortunate position of withholding reports to encourage communication. When home and school 
are in communication we all enjoy the success which comes from people working together.

Catholic schools are subjected to the strictest financial accountability requirements through Territory and 
National Government agencies, and as a consequence are known for their high standards in these areas of 
financial stewardship. It is for this reason we need to keep full documentation to support payment plans 
and special arrangements etc. 

Together we can work on resolving issues as they arise and work towards a better future for the students 
in our College.

Lastly, please check uniform; shoes in particular. I have included a page to show what are the acceptable 
footwear when in our uniform.

 May God bless you and your families,

Lauretta Graham
Principal
   

Transformation to New Life - An Easter Reflection

‘What a great afternoon this is,’ thought the young boy. ‘Grandad and me fishing by ourselves.’ The two 
of them just talked and fished, and aimlessly drifted in a rowboat on a lake. The boy became restless – 
normal for a boy – and he leaned over the side to look into the water. There, just beneath the surface, a 
bunch of water beetles were flirting around as if they were playing.

Continued over page
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MacKillop News
Suddenly one of the water beetles crawled up on an oar. When it got halfway up, it attached the talons of its legs to the wooden oar and died. 
The boy’s curiosity was aroused and he interrupted his grandfather’s nap to show him. They went back to fishing.

About three hours later, the boy looked down at the dead beetle. What he saw caused him to jump, almost tipping the boat. The beetle had 
dried up, and its shell started to crack open. Both the astonished grandfather and the boy watched silently at what unfolded before their eyes.

Something began to emerge from the opening: first long tentacles, then a head, then moist wings until, finally, a beautiful dragonfly fully 
emerged.

They both stared in awe. The dragonfly began to move its wings, slowly at first. Then it hovered gracefully over the water where the other water 
beetles were still flirting around. They didn’t even recognise the dragonfly. They didn’t realise that it was the same beetle they had played with 
some three hours earlier.

The boy took his finger and nudged the dried-out shell of the beetle. It was like an empty tomb. Christ has Risen, Alleluia. 

An Easter Blessing
May the love of the risen Lord draw you to himself 

May the power of the risen Lord strengthen you in God’s service. 
May the joy of the risen Lord fill your spirit 

May the life of the risen Lord raise you to new life this day. 
…High Mountains, Deep Valleys, 

Edited by Rowland Croucher and Grace Thomlinson

From the Acting Assistant Principal - Curriculum
A reminder for all parents that NAPLAN is set for Week 4 of this term. NAPLAN is primarily an assessment of 
learning conducted in Years 7 and 9. It is a national test, meaning all students in these year levels will sit the 
test at the same time. Parents are encouraged to tell their children to do their best in these test but at the 
same time not put too much pressure on themselves. 

Throughout Term 2 a number of faculties will receive professional development around the composition of 
assessment tasks. Each task set will also be put through a rigorous checking process to ensure clarity and 
ease of access for all students. The team will also be looking at making the marking rubrics make a little more 
sense for all. The third item on the agenda for the Curriculum Team is the linking of assessment to reporting. 
The aim here will be to give parents the highest quality feedback on their child’s education as we can.

We have a number of public holidays coming up so I would encourage students to ensure they are aware of 
the change to timetables around this. Please contact your child’s homeform teacher for more information.

Lastly, Term 2 assessment planners for Year 7 and 8 will be posted to the website later this week. Please remember the years 9-12 
are already on the website from Term 1.

Sincerely,

Rod Plummer
Acting Assistant Principal - Curriculum

Welcome to our New Staff!

              Miss Mary Bergmeier                      Mr Bernard Clarke                Mr Chris Kent

Rod Plummer
Acting Assistant

Principal - Curriculum



May your journey always be filled with blessings and may the life of Saint Mary MacKillop ignite in you the flames of faith and service

3

MacKillop News

Uniform	Matters	v2.3	2016	 5	

 
Acceptable Formal Footwear 

 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

Unacceptable Formal Footwear 

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

Acceptable Sports Footwear 

	

	

	

	

	



May your journey always be filled with blessings and may the life of Saint Mary MacKillop ignite in you the flames of faith and service

4

MacKillop News
Catholic Identity News

Chrism Mass at the Cathedral 4th April 2017

Easter Sunday Mass and Baptisms at Our Lady Help of Christians Church Palmerston -
16th April 2017

Congratulations to Alysha Pope, Taleisha Kessell, Jarrod Perry and Joe Hedger!
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Finance News

All families should have received their statements for school fees which were sent fortnightly in Term 1. 
Fee statements will be sent periodically in Term 2 with the first statement due to be sent Week 2 of Term 
2 (28th April 2017). Please note fees are charged throughout the year and your balance will change from 
time to time with the addition of camps, electives and excursions. For any family that has not received their 
statement, please contact the Finance team and we will re-send this.
 
School fees are now overdue unless a payment arrangement with the college has been agreed. Please ensure 
if you have not yet completed a fee agreement to contact the finance team and/or see attached forms. 
Please return the duly completed form to the Finance team so we have a record of your scheduled and 
intended payment of fees. If the arrangement form is not received and the payment arrangements are not 
honoured Semester 1 reports will be withheld. To avoid this happening, please ensure the agreement form 
has been sent to Finance and all payments, as agreed, are made on time. 

Please find these forms attached.
 

Laptop Levy
This Levy covers the parent’s contribution to provide students with individual fully functioning personal laptops. This laptop is 
covered by accidental damage insurance and loaded with the College software and imaging. An amount of $110 is charged if it is 
a Buy Your Own Laptop (BYOL) to cover costs of imaging/re-imaging the laptop, anti-virus software, support charges since it will 
be on the school’s network. An amount of $280 is charged if the college provide the laptop.
 
Payments of school fees can be made via BPay, Credit Card or cash payment at our front office reception. These payment options 
are provided for on your statement. You can also make a direct bank transfer to the below College bank account;
 
MacKillop Catholic College
National Australia Bank
BSB: 085933
Account: 396042505
 
Please include your family reference when making payment so we can allocate all monies to correct account. For all queries 
pertaining to school fees, please call 8930 5716 or emailfinance.mackillop@nt.catholic.edu.au

Kind regards,

Amos Wachira
Business Manager

Anzac Day Liturgy

Amos Wachira
Business Manager
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I.T. News

IMPORTANT LAPTOP REMINDER:

It is mandatory for all students to bring a laptop. If they have a BYOL laptop, they have to bring this every day. 
If they don’t have their own laptop, follow the process below and they can get a College laptop:

 •  Collect the laptop registration form and laptop user agreement form from the front office.
 •  Get it signed by the parents. They have to pay $280 levy (for the year) upfront

If you have any questions/concerns please contact Mrs Arakkal at vanaja.arakkal@nt.catholic.edu.au.

Year 10 Information Technology

My Year 10 class is engaged in assessment activities that will make them think beyond the classroom and practical applications of 
IT, in the industry and in everyday life.

Year 10 worked in groups to research and order components to build desktops for a medium user. The class built two desktops, 
based on the specifications decided by each team. Students spend only $1000 on each desktop and it is considerably less than 
buying a desktop from a vendor.

The assessment on advanced technology provided the students with the opportunity to explore the advancement in technology 
based on 3 products they were keen to investigate. They compiled their investigations in a website format and the students 
presented this to the class.

The current project they are working helps them to reflect on 
their interests in the computer field or any other areas of interest. 
Their ‘dream job’ research is followed up by an interview and 
discussion with Mrs Arakkal. The project is based on the job 
interest of each student and it is customised to lead them to 
their individual pathways.

Kind regards,

Vanaja Arakkal
Director of IT, Teaching and Learning

Careers News

University of South Australia Visit, 7th April 2017

Vanaja Arakkal
Director of IT Teaching and 

Learning
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Arts News

Music News

It’s been a fantastic start to the term for the MacKillop Catholic College Music department with lots of 
students signing up to our program. Continuing instrumental music students have resumed their lessons 
this week. New students who have signed up to the instrumental music program officially begin their music 
lessons in week three and all music students need to check the music notice board to check when their 
lesson time is. Remember that notifying classroom teachers and catching up on any work missed is the 
student’s responsibility. 

If you are interested in learning a musical instrument or if you have played before and would like to resume, 
please come and see us in the music department to collect and information booklet and signup sheet.

Instrumental Music Students
Please be sure to regularly check the music notice board
Lessons and Band/Ensemble Rehearsals are now back to normal.  Students are to see relevant noticeboards for details on their 
lesson times and any information regarding upcoming performances. 

Sign Up!
We still have loads of opportunities for anyone who wants to learn an instrument, especially brass and woodwind instruments 
like trumpet, trombone, saxophone and flute.  Please talk to any of the music staff before week 5, who will be happy to advise 
you and sign you up. 

Kind regards,

Matt Holt
Instrumental Music Coordinator

Matt Holt
Instrumental Music 

Coordinator

DRUMBEAT	  
Learn	  to	  play	  the	  	  

African	  drum,	  called	  a	  'Djembe’	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Saturday	  9:30-‐10:30am	  in	  the	  Music	  Room	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  StarHng	  Term	  2	  Week	  1	  (Saturday	  22nd	  April	  2017)	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Limited	  Places	  Available	  
	  

	  Together	  we	  will	  learn	  to	  play	  rhythms	  while	  Discovering	  RelaHonships	  	  
Using	  Music,	  Beliefs,	  EmoHons,	  ARtudes,	  and	  Thoughts.	  

	  

Email	  kathryn.peTersen@nt.catholic.edu.au	  or	  
kathryn.ezzy@nt.catholic.edu.au	  to	  sign	  up	  
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Sports News

ITS ATHLETE TIME

Are you a National or State level athlete, or on the representative 
pathway, and do you need funding to support your sporting dreams 
and achievements?

Since our inception over 30 years ago, our focus has been on 
developing sport in Australia through tax deductible donations. We 
work with over 1200 clubs and organisation and have raised over 
$320 million for Aussie sport so we know the time is right to open 
our doors to athlete fundraising! 

Funds that are raised through our Athlete Fundraising program can 
go towards anything that will help you develop, perform or compete, 
such as travel and accommodation expenses, training and coaching, 
sporting equipment and medical costs.

And the good news is, we know it works! We trialled this program for 
Rio bound athletes in 2016, with more than 20 athletes funding thier 
preparations thorough our program.
 

HOW IT WORKS
Athletes sign up with us to fundraise for anything that helps support 
their sporting ambitions. Benefits of the program include:

- Online fundraising page and URL
Athletes can upload images and information about their fundraising 
goals and promote their page through your social channels and 
networks

- An integrated online donation form
A safe and easy way to collect donations via credit card or electronic 
funds transfer

- Tax deductibility for donors
All donations of $2 or more made through the Foundation are tax 
deductible

- Monthly grants of donations to athletes

- An online portal to track your fundraising progress and success

- Support and advice from our Athlete Fundraising Executive, Sarah 
Tutt

HEAR FROM THE BEST

In 2016 we did a pilot launch of our Athlete Fundraising program 
for athletes representing Australia at the Rio Olympics. Para-
TriathleteKatie Kelly signed up to the Australian Sports Foundation to 
help her on her path as an elite athlete competing in the International 
Triathlon Union Racing Series. 

“The Athlete Fundraising program has given me the opportunity to 
raise funds to help cover the exorbitant costs associated with being 
an elite athlete and performing on the world stage.  

Their tax deductible status allows me to provide my generous 
supporters with the opportunity to claim on their donations, which 
they’d never previously been able to do. I believe it’s a fundamental 
resource for any athlete competing at the international level.” 

MORE INFORMATION
Hear how the athlete fundraising program has helped other Aussie 
Athletes realise their dreams here.

In order to qualify for our Athlete Fundraising program you must be 
a National or State level athlete that is on the way to or already at 
representative level, whether state, national or international.

To apply, or to speak with our team, call 02 6214 7868 or email Sarah 
Tutt, our Athlete Fundraising Executive or Ms Claire: roxy.claire@
nt.catholic.edu.au.
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Sports News

Touch PARRS

Middle and Senior School PARRS Touch is being held on the 22nd May. Teams are made up of 6 players 
and follow touch football rules. Students must have their permission forms back by Monday the 15th May. 
Permission forms can be found at the Student Reception or on the School Stream app. 

Touch Development Camp 
Nominations are open for PARRS region school sport NT boys and girls 13 - 15 years touch football development 
/ selection camp. It is taking place on the 23rd – 25th June, 2017 and costs $200. Please collect a nomination 
pack from the Student Reception and return it to Miss Dendle once it is completed (with signature from Mrs. 
Graham). Nominations close 19th May, 2017. 

Cross Country PARRS

PARRS have decided to run cross-country differently this year, so all students are able to participate in the event if they wish to, 
regardless of where they finished in the MacKillop Cross Country. There are no NT Championships this year, so the runs are purely 
for determining the fastest in each age group across NT schools, with the place getters rewarded with a ribbon at assembly during 
week 7. 

On Friday 5th, 19th May, 2nd June at Freds Pass, PARRS are holding the trial cross country run. It costs $2 per week to enter. The 
distances are as follows; 3KM for students 12 - 14, 4KM for 15 years and older. If students wish to participate, they need to sign 
up at the Student Reception or come and see myself. 

Students must be at Freds Pass at 4:30pm for a 5pm start. As this is an outside of school hours event; students will be required to 
organise their own transport to and from the events. PARRS are seeking parental volunteers to help monitor the track and record 
times, so if this is something you are interested in, please let Miss Dendle know so she can pass your details along. 
For any more information, please come and see Miss Dendle.

Athletics Day 

Thursday 1st June will be our whole school MacKillop Catholic College Athletics Carnival. Events will begin at 9.15am and the 
day will be rounded up at 1.45pm with the presentation of the winning house trophy and age group champions held at school. 
Buses will depart MacKillop College at 8:45am and return by 2:30pm from Marrara Athletics Track to ensure early bus students 
are back in time. All students are expected to attend the carnival and take part in events, as this is a regular school day. If they are 
not competing in an event they need to be at their house tent from where they will be able to cheer on their peers. If your son 
or daughter is unable to participate due to injury, please advise myself at nakita.dendle@nt.catholic.edu.au in advance and I will 
have them assist teachers on events.

Students will need to wear their House Sport Uniform including correct shorts and runners (spikes can only be worn during 
specific events), their school hat and sunscreen.   

If students are being picked up from Marrara Athletics Stadium then parents need to sign out their child and provide a note to 
their homeform teacher.    

Kind regards,

Nakita Dendle
Sports Coordinator

Nakita Dendle
Sports Coordinator



May your journey always be filled with blessings and may the life of Saint Mary MacKillop ignite in you the flames of faith and service

10

MacKillop News
Rugby League News

Palmerston Cup At MacKillop, 6th April 2017

The

Are    Coming!
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P&F Association News
Dear Parents and Friends,

Welcome to Term 2. We hope you all enjoyed a blessed and 
restful Easter Season and have now recovered from a serious 
chocolate overload.

Constitution
Many thanks to everyone who attended the Special General 
Meeting to amend the Constitution. We had a most 
successful meeting. A copy of the amended document will 
soon be available on the website.

P&F AGM
Our AGM will be held on Monday 8 May at 7pm. This is an 
important event as all Executive Committee positions will 
be declared vacant and nominations will be called for the 
vacated positions. This is your chance to participate on the 
Executive Committee or to nominate for a sub-committee 
of interest. You don’t have to be interested in nominating to 
attend. We value the support of everyone who gives up their 
valuable time for the Association.

Coffee Morning
The next Coffee Morning will be held on Monday 8 May from 
8-9am in the College Café. For $6 you can enjoy a yummy slice 
of cake and an excellent cup of coffee or tea made by Leanne. 
Children are very welcome. Come along for a relaxing start 
to your day.

Mother’s Day Stall
We’re still looking for donations for our favourite stall of the 
year. Please rummage through your treasures to see if there’s 
something that would put a smile on another mum’s face. To 
all our crafters, gardeners and cooks; we would be excited to 
receive some personalised gifts. Donations will be gratefully 
received at the College Office.

Darwin Entertainment Books
The books/online subscriptions are now available from 
Kate in the Office. What a terrific way to save money while 
supporting the College and enjoying special treats.

Keeping Informed - Eating Disorders
Included in this Newsletter is a Fact Sheet downloaded from 
the Youth Beyond Blue website dealing with Eating Disorders, 
anxiety and depression. Eating disorders usually begin in the 
late teenage years, but can start at any age and continue into 
adulthood. They are usually related to emotional issues and 
are often a way of avoiding thinking about the real problems. 
Did you know that boys also suffer from eating disorders?

Enjoy your week!

Elizabeth Laughton
MCC P&F Association President

Upcoming Events
Mon 1/5/17 May Day Public Holiday

Tue 2/5/17 Monday’s Timetable

  10 SOSE Darwin Military Museum

Wed 3 - Thu 5 Stage 2 ODE Sailing Journey

Wed 3/5/17 Rugby League Eels Cup

Fri 5/5/17 PARRS Cross Country

Sat 6/5/17 Sea Breeze Festival

Sun 7/5/17 Japanese Study Tour Bunnings BBQ

Week 4  AMEB Music Exams

  NAPLAN Tests

Mon 8/5/17 P&F Assoc. AGM 7pm

Fri 12/5/17 PARRS Cross Country

  MacK Night (After School)

  Year 7 Mothers’ Day Stall

Sun 14/5/17 Freds Pass Show, Mothers Day

Kathryn Pettersen
College Chaplain

Chaplain’s Chat
Welcome back. I hope you and your 
family had a safe and blessed Easter. 

This term is quite an exciting time for 
the college with the year 8, and year 9 
students attending their retreat run by 
the National Evangelisation Team (NET). 
NET are a group of 11 young Catholics 
who travel by van around Australia for a 
year running school retreats and helping 

parishes along the way. 

 The year 7’s also have their 3 day retreat this term which is 
sure to be a wonderful experience. 

Upcoming Events:

MacK Night: Friday week 4 (12/5/17)  3:05pm - 6:15pm
Theme: Mad Hatters Tea Party. (Please bring a towel and 
change of clothes.)

All welcome. Free event.

Many Blessings,

Kathryn Pettersen
College Chaplain



STUDY
in the

Library
Until 6pm

monday   tuesday   wednesday   thursday
All year levels welcome



38th Freds Pass Rural Show 

13 & 14 May

Get involved!  Entries close 28th April.  Schedule and entry submissions online 
at www.fredspassruralshow.com.au or pick up a show book at local shops and 
electoral offices.  Enter your art, craft, photography, plants, garden produce, 
cooking, pets, poultry, cattle, goats, equestrian, talent quest, school garden 
competition and more!

Bring the family along 
for a great night of fun!

• Make a gift for mum
• D.I.Y. work shops
• Light refreshments
• Free gift wrapping

Plus more great activities in store including:

Bookings recommended. For more information or to book ask one of our team in-store or visit www.bunnings.com.au

Thursday 4th May  6–8pm

Mother’s Day 
Family Night

FREE

BU
NN

45
81

 

BU
NN

45
78

Thursday the 11th of May 6-8pm
Other Activities

• Jumping Castle
• Shaved Ice
• Balloons
• Glitter Tattoos
• Prizes to be won
• Games

Friday 5 
& Saturday 6 May O 6pm
Sanctuary Lakes, Palmerston
pack a picnic, blanket, rug or beanbag. food, coffee, cake available

Tickets 
$30 p/adult

$15 p/child 
(16 & UNDER)

available at 
www.palmerston.nt.gov.au

SHAKESPEARE



Keep your loved ones safe and manage your gamba grass.

Program

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT AND NATURAL RESOURCES

For more information, contact the Weed Management Branch 
8999 4567  www.nt.gov.au/gamba

The closest GAP access point from  
MacKillop Catholic School is Fred’s Pass Reserve

Get Your Herbicide &  Spray Equipment Loans 
FREE OF CHARGE

LAST DAYS THIS WET SEASON - Part time hours only 

DISTRIBUTION 
POINT

EXTENDED HOURS  
FOR FREDS PASS ONLY 

Make use of the Easter Weekend
Monday 10 April  7:30 am – 5:30 pm
Tuesday 11 April 7:30 am – 5:30 pm
Wednesday 12 April  7:30 am – 5:30 pm
Thursday 13 April  7:30 am – 5:30 pm
Friday 14 April  CLOSED
Saturday 15 April  CLOSED

Saturday 1 April  8:00 am – 12:00 noon
Monday 3 April  7:30 am – 10:30 am and 2:30 pm – 5:30 pm
Friday 7 April  7:30 am – 10:30 am and 2:30 pm – 5:30 pm
Saturday 8 April  8:00 am – 12:00 noon
Monday 17 April  7:30 am – 10:30 am and 2:30 pm – 5:30 pm
Friday 21 April  7:30 am – 10:30 am and 2:30 pm – 5:30 pm
Saturday 22 April  8:00 am – 12:00 noon
Monday 24 April  7:30 am – 10:30 am and 2:30 pm – 5:30 pm
Friday 28 April  7:30 am – 10:30 am and 2:30 pm – 5:30 pm
Saturday 29 April  8:00 am – 12:00 noon (LAST DAY)


