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Dear Members of MacKillop Catholic College Community. Happy Feast 
Day to everyone for last week. Students and staff had a most enjoyable day. We cele-
brated our shared desire to excel in Education—heart, mind & spirit here at our Col-
lege.  This sums up our Vision Statement beautifully. Excelling in education heart, 
mind and spirit goes to the heart of what Catholic Education is about at Mackillop if 
it is looked at the right way.  The word that might lead us astray is the word ‘excelling’.  
In the pursuit of excellence, we can too easily treat life like an Olympic race where 
virtually all praise goes to the gold medal winner - as for place-getters, who cares! 
Even if we prize ‘Personal Bests’, God isn’t really interested in them because we are 
then competing against ourselves and when we don’t beat our previous goal, we of-
ten beat ourselves up. 

The excellence we are promoting and striving towards at MacKillop is the excellence 
that God desires for our lives.  We invite God to come and live within our hearts 
that we may show the extraordinary courteous love which Jesus showed; to be the 
best we were created to be.  Just like Saint Mary Mackillop at our College we invite 
God to guide our thoughts and imagination so that our minds grow in awe and won-
der of the world in which we live.  We invite God’s Spirit to guide our lives, so that 
buoyed up, we can face the life’s challenges and difficulties with hope. 

When our hearts, minds and spirits are shaped by this excellent God, all the other 
things that we would like from Catholic Education fall naturally into place: pursuit of 
academic excellence, enjoyment in sport, love of art and culture, and personal disci-
pline. 
 

 Let us pray together: Loving God, you gave us Saint Mary of the Cross 
MacKillop as a blessing for those in special need and as a blessing for our 
country.  May her life of care and openness to God’s will, inspire us to fol-
low her example as the Sisters of St Joseph have done.  We ask this and all 
our prayers through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

“Never see a need without trying to do something about it”..St Mary MacKillop 

 

Once again Happy Feast Day and many thanks to all who made the day a day to  

remember. 

Thank you 

 

Lauretta Graham 
Principal 

http://www.mackillopnt.catholic.edu.au
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MACKILLOP CATHOLIC COLLEGE 

Deputy Principal, Academic Studies 

Parish News 

Chris Trevillion, 
Deputy Principal—
Academic Studies 

Dear Parents and Students, 

Peace be with you. 

I am inviting you to come to a series of meetings in the 
meeting room on the way into Our Lady Help of Chris-
tians Church on Sunday and Thursday nights at 7.30pm. 

Perhaps you have missed out on the sacraments of initi-
ation, Confirmation, First Communion or Baptism. 
This could be for you. 

You might be looking for a meaning in the events of 
your life. 

You might need to hear the good news and everyone is 
Welcome 

Fr. Tom 

Confirmation classes to commence on Sunday August 24th, from 5.00pm in the Meeting Room at 
Our  

Lady Help of Christians Church. Please call Fr. Tom for more details. Ph: 8932 3922 

Dear Parents & Guardians, 

Term 3 is well and truly in full swing! Students are enjoying their electives and 
teachers are very impressed with the quality of work from most students.  

There are many great excursions and events happening at the moment: Year 7 
have just visited the Jingili Water Gardens and  Year 10 have recently been to the 
Darwin Waterfront the work resulting from these field trips is included as part of 
students’ assessments for SOSE.  

Stage 1 Maths students are completing as assessment with Year 9 students about 
graphs and data collection.  

Thank you to all the parents and guardians of that attended the Year 9 into 10 
Subject Selection evening, it was a great success and excellent to see staff and 
parents working together. There are some important dates coming up in the next 
couple of weeks; Week 7, the 4th of September is our Year 10 into 11 Subject se-
lection evening, it would be great to see as many parents as possible to help map 
out the pathway for students.  Week 9 the 17th of September is the Curriculum 
Music night which is always a must for any Mackillop family. 
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MACKILLOP CATHOLIC COLLEGE 

Week 5 & 6 Rugby League Sydney Trip 

Week 5 Children’s Book Week 

19 August Book Character Dress Up Day 

20 August Yr. 9 into Yr. 10 Subject Selection Evening 

29 August Swimming Carnival—Palmerston Swimming Pool 

Week 6 Ski Trip leaves 30 August 

Calendar of Events 

Due to the recent death of Bishop Ted Collins the Year 7 Religious Education Excursion to the St Mary’s Star of the 
Sea Cathedral has been POSTPONED BY ONE WEEK.  

The excursion will now take placer on Wednesday 27th August (instead of Wednesday 20th August).  

Please note: All Year Seven students will be out the whole day on Wednesday 27th August 2014. 

Notices and Reminders 

Dear All, 
I am writing to let you know that Bishop Ted Collins died last night at 11.30 pm at St Joseph's Aged 
Care Home in Kensington, Sydney.  
At the actual time of his death, his sister, Madge and her two children, Gerard and Anne, as well as Fa-
ther Pat Austin MSC were present.  
Throughout the day and indeed over preceding days, many Missionaries of the Sacred Heart from the 
adjoining Monastery, many Daughters of Our Lady of the Sacred Heart as well as friends and relatives 
visited him.  
As you know, Bishop Ted has been declining in health over recent months, with multiple and ongoing 
health issues. 
Bishop Ted was 83 years of age. He was Bishop of our diocese for the 21 years 1986 to 2007.  
He was a man of great kindness and pastoral gifts, much loved not only by members of our Faith, but 
by all who came in contact with him. 
When arrangements for his funeral and final resting place are decided upon, we will be in touch with 
you again.   
May his gentle soul rest in peace. 
Bishop Eugene Hurley  
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COLLEGE UNIFORM  

Student Jackets are now in stock at a cost of $25. Parents can make payment via electronic banking 
by calling the College Office.  All students should now be wearing a School Jacket. Students will be 
asked to remove non uniform jackets if they have no note from Parents. 

The acceptable College footwear requirements are in the Student Diary. Students should be in 
BLACK, LEATHER UPPER shoes when in dress uniform and in SNEAKERS/RUNNERS when in 
sport uniform. 

CANVAS SHOES ARE NOT ACCEPTABLE footwear as they provide inadequate support for young 
feet and provide no WPH&S protection in practical classes.  

Any student not in correct uniform should supply a parent note in their diary to the Homeform 
Teacher. Parents are asked to indicate when the student will have replacement footwear etc.  

Students should be in our DRESS UNIFORM most days. The only exception being the day they 
have Year Level PE lessons. If students are in an elective which is a PE focus they need to bring their 
PE clothes and change for class. Please check your child’s diary and timetable so you can help them 
to be organised with the correct uniform. 

Just a reminder that all fiction and non-fiction books are on a 2 week loan on-
ly, I have lots of book that are overdue some as far back as February. Please 
ask your child /children to return all overdue books overdue notes have been 
given out in home room throughout the year. This does not include text books 
and class sets for English. 

        Many thanks from the library.  
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MACKILLOP CATHOLIC COLLEGE Notices and Reminders 

M A C K I L L O P  C AT H O L I C  C O L L E G E  

B O O K  W E E K  D R E S S  U P  DAY  

Tu e s d a y  1 9 t h  A u g u s t  ( w e e k  5  p e r i o d  5 )  

Wa s  a  g r e a t  s u c c e s s .  T h a n k  y o u  t o  s t u -
d e n t s  a n d  s t a f f  w h o  e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  

s p i r i t  o f  t h e  d a y  
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MACKILLOP CATHOLIC COLLEGE 

MacKillop Feast Day Celebrations 

An event such as our College Feast day, can not be undertaken without the planning, cooperation and support of our 
teaching, student and parent bodies. There were so many helpers on the day, that all can not be named, however I 
would like publicly express our thanks and appreciation to a few people of significance: 

Bishop Eugene, Fr Tom and Fr Joe who con celebrated our Feast day mass 

Mrs Michelle Gordan who baked and decorated our College cake 

Mrs Marie Butt who coordinated our Feast day mass preparations and 

Mr Paul Dimmick who coordinated our Feast day student activities. 

Mr Dan Yore who organized the Feast Day disco. 

Special mention to Mr Rod Plummer whose wife, mother and father assisted with the preparation and provision of our 
lunch and Mrs Leanne Pope’s mother Mrs Marie Waters assisted in the Canteen to help feed our hungry youngsters. 

A big congratulations goes to our winning house teams in the tug of war, Go the Green and Gold. 

Well done to our winners of the MacKillop Dash age champions 

Year 7 Boys: Jordan Holt 

Year 7 Girls: Mikaella Desamito 

Year 8 Boys: Kevin Mayo 

Year 8 Girls: Bryanna Crawley 

Year 9 Boys: Khanh Nguyan 

Year 9 Girls: Sandy Tran 

Year 10 Boys: Keanu Lee-Feeney 

Year 10 Girls: Davida Norris 

Year 11 Boys:  Callum Flanagan 

 

FASTEST MAN at MacKillop for 2014 is Keanu Lee-Feeney 

 
Our Feast Day gives us the opportunity to recognize our distinguished 
young leaders. This Feast Day we congratulate Louise Jones on being award-
ed the MacKillop Character Award. 
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Age Champions 

12B Philip Vo 

12G Haven Hohipa-Wilson 

13B Adrian Lawrence 

13G Mikayla Desimeto 

14B Jack Waddell 

14G Alysha Healy 

15B Robert Bull 

15G Alannah Wynd 

16B Joe Newsham 

16G Tahlia Rogers 

17B Lance Tamiano 

17Gs Jess Hanson/Melina 
Norris 
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MACKILLOP CATHOLIC COLLEGE 2014 ANZAC DAY SCHOOLS’ AWARD 

Dear Parents 

 

During his presidency, Bill Clinton once remarked that running a country was a lot like running a cemetery: you have a 
lot of people under you and nobody is listening. His remark seems to suggest that being a leader is a little more difficult 
than it might appear to be. The leadership role of parents in their family situation is likewise more difficult than it ap-
pears to be. The degree of difficulty depends somewhat on the style of leadership we choose to use and our reason for 
choosing that particular style. If we choose to use an autocratic style, where we totally dominate and use the benefit of 
our adulthood to impose our will on our children, then, we will be in for a power struggle and will have to use threats, 
fear and punishment to achieve what we want. Unfortunately, our children will probably feel unsafe, unloved and un-
trusting of us. Our very strict rules and suffocating structures will cause our children to yearn for freedom, to be rid of 
us and our heavy-handed style of parenting. 
 
If we choose the opposite extreme and choose to use a 
permissive style and choose to be physically or emotion-
ally absent, don't set limits, be afraid to say "no" and 
never hold our children accountable, then, we will reign 
over chaos. Our children will think they have the right to 
do anything they like and, because they don't  respect us, 
they won't respect other forms of authority. Unfortunate-
ly, our children will probably be perplexed by life, lack 
motivation to achieve because they have never known 
structure in their lives, and will find themselves easy 
prey for people who do not have their best interests at 
heart; they too, will live in fear and feel unloved. 
 
If we choose to be in the middle of these two styles, we 
will be choosing an authoritative-democratic style. This 
style is based on respect, love and trust, where positive 
communication and cooperation are enjoyed on a daily 
basis. Our children will probably feel safe, loved and 
accepted yet free to be who they are. If we are pro-active 
and foresee problems before they can fully emerge, if we 
can welcome opinions and offer choices while not guar-
anteeing that our children will always get what they 
want, then, our children will be confident, able to think 
for themselves and able to make decisions that have a 
positive outcome. If our leadership has a confidence 
about it, it will inspire our children to take up the leader-
ship role in their own lives. 
 

Our leadership style is of vital importance to our children 
because, for better or worse, parenting styles tend to re-
peat from one generation to the next. The good news is 
that everyone has the capacity to develop good parenting skills and to be aware not to repeat patterns that expose chil-
dren to negative and destructive experiences. Our children will feel loved and secure, if the way we go about living our 
lives and engaging with our children is in a positive, friendly yet firm manner. 
 
Our children will sense a comfortable and uplifting atmosphere and environment that allows them to be relaxed and 
optimistic about life. Our children might even agree with the comment, "Your actions speak so loudly, I can't even 
hear what you are saying." Author unknown 

 
"Jesus, our leader, with  the guidance  of the Spirit  within  us, may we bring a spirit  of joy, generosity  and enthu-
siasm to the leadership role we have as parents. 
May our children  learn  about you by the way we lead our lives.  Amen." 
 

 
 
Peace and Best Wishes. 
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MACKILLOP CATHOLIC COLLEGE Information Technology Department 

Dear Parents/Guardians 
Reminder to join the free Computer Classes – starting on 30th August 2014. 
For details please check your email and or email: vanaja.arakkal@nt.catholic.edu.au 
Class limited to 15 seats 

See you there! 

Important Message Regarding Laptops 

Dear Parents/Guardians 

The majority of students are taking responsibility for their laptops; however, a number are making 
poor decisions. These poor decisions include not following the rules, not taking laptops home to 
charge, leaving them unattended around the College or leaving them in unlocked lockers. 

It is the responsibility of individual students to look after their devices. Even after repeated remind-
ers College staff are still finding finds laptops left around. Considering the seriousness of this issue 
and the display of disrespect for the rules, the College has decided to charge students a $200 fine if 
they leave their laptops at the College overnight in unsecure places.  Students are expected to take it 
home every day. 

Please support us by reinforcing the laptop rules and student responsibility and respect for the re-
sources. 

Students are also asked to have a clear name tag/clear identification on their bags. Thank you for 
your ongoing support 

Mrs Vanaja Arakkal 
ICT Manager 

Vanaja Arakkal 
ICT Manager 

Microsoft Certificate Courses and CISCO courses. 

Our College IT Academy provided the opportunity for 20 Year 8 and 9 students to com-
plete the Microsoft Certificates in Digital Literacy in Term 2.  

In Term 3, Year 10s are on their journey to complete CISCO Certificates. They are en-

gaged in planning and designing three desktops for our College 

Parents & Guardians your support is desperately needed. 
 
Please ensure that your son or daughter has a padlock on their locker if they have decided to use a 
locker.  It is without a doubt that over the past week we have recovered, after hours, over $20,000 of 
laptops from unlocked lockers or other insecure places around the school.  These places include: bag 
racks, stairwells, benches, tops of lockers, etc.  It is so important that we instill in our children the 
value of what we have been given. 
 
Once again we plead that parents reinforce this with their children. 
 
Lauretta Graham 
Principal 

mailto:vanaja.arakkal@nt.catholic.edu.au


 

  “May your journey always be filled with blessings, and may the life of Saint Mary MacKillop ignite in you the flames of faith and service” 

PAGE 11 

MACKILLOP CATHOLIC COLLEGE Rugby League News 

Day One – MONDAY 18th August 2014 Depart Darwin 

Arrive in Sydney 

Travel to Accommodation - TBC 

Day Two –    TUESDAY         19th August 2014 Training with Penrith Panthers + Tour of Facilities 

Day Three – WEDNESDAY 20th August 2014 GAME: MacKillop RL Vs Parramatta Jnr Eels JRLFC 

Day Four –    THURSDAY     21st August 2014 Training with Parramatta Eels + Tour of Facilities 

Day Five –      FRIDAY          22nd August 2014 GAME: MacKillop RL Vs Kellyville Bushranger JRLFC 

+ Parramatta Eels Vs Manly Sea Eagles @ Pirtek Stadium 

Day Six –       SATURDAY    23rd August 2014 NQ Cowboys Vs Sth Sydney Rabbitohs 

Day Seven –  SUNDAY         24th August 2014 Free/Fun day in Sydney 

Day Eight –    MONDAY         25th August 2014 Beach Day + Penrith Panthers Vs Melbourne Storm 

Day Nine –     TUESDAY        26th August 2014 GAME: MacKillop RL vs Blacktown PCYC JRLFC 

Arrive Darwin 

Day Ten –    WEDNESDAY  27th August 2014 Depart Sydney 

Arrive Darwin 

OUTLINE OF THE RUGBY LEAGUE  

TRIP TO SYDNEY 

WE WISH THEM AN ENJOYABLE AND SAFE TRIP 

MACKILLOP SHARKS NEWS 

Junior training attendance has been poor since the end of the holidays. 
With the season rapidly coming to a close make sure you put your side in 
the best possible position to make the finals by attending your training! 
www.mackillopsharks.com for details. 

Do you have a business you wish to promote? Why not join our Rugby League  
Community. 2015 Jersey promotion opportunities for the College, Senior & Junior NTRL 
Teams available now! 

David Graham 

Rugby League Coor-
dinator & MacKillop 
Sharks JRLFC Presi-
dent 
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MACKILLOP CATHOLIC COLLEGE 

Music Department 

Due to unforeseen personal circumstances Mrs Sonya Kasper has been unable 

to commence her  music teaching with MacKillop Catholic College. We have 

searched far and wide and have appointed Mr Jonathon Grant and Miss Gabri-

elle Yung will begin with MacKillop Catholic College before the end of  Term. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all parents and students for your 

patience, understanding and continued support of us during this time of 

difficulty. 

David Graham 
Instrumental Music 
Coordinator 
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Geography Excursion – Casuarina Coastal Reserve 

Year 8 attended a full day geography excursion to the Casuarina Coastal Reserve. Students completed 
turbidity studies, explored how land and rocks are formed, experienced the natural beauty and fasci-
nating animal species in the area, observed the human impact on the area and completed a range of 
tests to measure coastal processes. Students also studied the limestone cliffs and examined how differ-
ent landforms are created by rain, waves and air. The students had a great time on their excursion and 
some wonderful discussions about human impacts on the local area have really opened some student’s 
eyes to the fragility of our environment.  

'A warm welcome to Jenny Campbell who is teaching year 8 & 9 

Visual Arts. Jenny Campbell was an Art teacher at her previous 
school Kolmilda College. As the Visual Arts department grows, so 
will our faculty numbers. It is with pleasure that we welcome Mrs. 
Campbell and her excitement for the subject will no doubt be reflect-
ed in the students artworks.' 

Sherri Bryers 
Visual Arts 
Coordinator 

Pauline Watson 
SOSE Coordinator 

Visual Arts Department 

Textiles and Food Technology Department 

A call for donations. 

We are looking for donations of cooking books, pattern books, textile and cooking ide-
as resources for our department. Your generous donations would be very much appre-
ciated. 

SOSE 

Rachel Griffen 
Textiles & 
Food 
Technology 
Coordinator 
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Duke of Edinburgh Awards 

Brodie McCutcheon 
Duke of Edinburgh 
Coordinator 

It was with great pride and pleasure that I attended an Award Ceremony at 
Government House on August 12th, where four MacKillop Catholic Col-
lege students were presented with their Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Certifi-
cates. Administrator, The Honourable Sally Thomas AC presented Dustin 
Carter, Liam Mulvahil, Nicholas Harding and Sarah Spence with their cer-
tificates. 
I encourage all students to join this scheme. 

Well done and congratulations to all these young people 

and Thank you to our trainers Miss Brodie McCutcheon 

and Mr Lance Johnson. 
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Parents & Friends Association 

IT’S BREAKFAST … 

ON THE GO! 

Thursday September 4th 

from 7.00 am to 8.30 am 

Drop in / Drive-Thru Breakfast 

Bacon/Egg Sanga $5 

Cold Drink $1 

FREE COFFEE 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=tyre+track&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=A5Qh5bGLyTZbzM&tbnid=MVOa3FeI0OQt4M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.archesservicecentre.co.uk/car-service.html&ei=aJfpU5TfONTf8AW_qoCAAQ&bvm=bv.72676100,d.dGc&psig=AFQjCN
http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=tyre+track&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=A5Qh5bGLyTZbzM&tbnid=MVOa3FeI0OQt4M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.archesservicecentre.co.uk/car-service.html&ei=aJfpU5TfONTf8AW_qoCAAQ&bvm=bv.72676100,d.dGc&psig=AFQjCN
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Student Representative Council 

St John’s Catholic College now has Entertainment books available for purchase for $55.00.  A sample book is availa-
ble for viewing at our Senior College reception with great deals on dining, take out, retail and art and sport attrac-
tions around the Darwin to Humpty Doo areas. It also includes great accommodation and vehicle deals Australia 
wide.  
Entertainment Books can be purchased online with the option of free delivery or pick up from the college.  All 
you  need to do is follow the below link to purchase a membership and follow the instructions. Alternatively we 
have books available from the school with payment options of cash or EFTPOS.  
All vouchers/discount available until 1st June, 2015 
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Student Representative Council 


