Newsletter - Term 1,

Week 4 May 2015

Dear Members of MacKillop Catholic College Community

Last week’s feast of St Joseph the Worker linked closely to our College Patron
Saint Mary MacKillop as she responsible for the formation of the Josephite
order, Sisters of St Joseph. From the beginning the Josephites lived among
people, sharing daily life and responding to the needs of the day.

Lauretta Graham
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Looking over the past week, we saw many examples of parents, students and
teachers working together to achieve our mission of developing and growing
people to be the best they can be. Maybe not so triumphant or courageous as
those mentioned above, but the spirit of our patron Mary MacKillop was
certainly present through our everyday activities such as: Parent/Teacher/
Student meetings; the Year Seven Retreat; the Preparations for the 25th
Jubilee of the Parish; the untiring efforts of teachers as they prepare students
for the National Testing Program; and, the list goes on.
Christ calls us to take on the work that the Father has given him to do and
which he now entrusts to us. The work of: compassion, justice, reconciliation,
and peace.
May we through our work be God’s messengers of hope by the way we live
the Gospel. May we continue to make Christ visible to the people of our time
and place, and, may God’s Spirit of wisdom be with us as we go and serve the
people around us.
Joseph, by the work of your hands and the sweat of your brow,
you supported Jesus and Mary, and had the Son of God as your fellow
worker.
Teach me to work as you did, with patience and perseverance, for God and for
those whom God has given me to support. Teach me to see in my fellow
workers the Christ who desires to be in them, that I may always be charitable
and forbearing towards all.

“Never see a need without
trying
to do something about it”
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Grant me to look upon work with the eyes of faith, so that I shall recognize in it
my share in God’s own creative activity and in Christ’s work of our redemption,
and so take pride in it.
When it is pleasant and productive, remind me to give
thanks to God for it. And when it is burdensome,
teach me to offer it to God, in reparation for my sins
and the sins of the world.
St Joseph pray for us ...Amen.

With Blessings
Lauretta Graham
Principal
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Across the Principal’s Desk continued
I have little doubt that the College’s attempts at managing student behaviour would not
be anywhere near as successful as they are, were it not for the support of parents. Parents working closely with the College is undoubtedly the cornerstone for student success. Like all staff, I am always pleased to have the backing of parents when a situation of student misbehaviour occurs. When misbehaviour occurs and action is taken by
the College the support of parents means that the student involved receives an unambiguous message about the expectation and the need for improvement.
There is little doubt that MacKillop provides a wonderfully wide curriculum and numerous opportunities for students to become involved in co-curricula activities of every imaginable type. Our staff work far beyond the call of duty in all areas both pastoral and academic.
Unfortunately, notwithstanding any of this, often the quality of our school is often judged by the presentation and behavior of our students.
The College appreciates the support of parents in ensuring that students wear correct and tidy uniforms. College expectations in this area have been listed in previous Newsletters, are printed in Hand
Books and the College Prospectus and have been repeated to students many times. Most students do
wear correct uniform all of the time. We look forward to all studenst being sent in the correct uniform.
Don’t forget our annual Parents & Friends’ Assoc Mother’s Day Stall for all students on Friday
8th May. Please remember that any donations of gifts or money to the value of $5 needs to be left at
the office by Thursday 7th May to allow for all the children to purchase a gift for their mum.

Our Lady Help of Christians Parish Silver Jubilee Celebrations
Sunday 24th May
Starting with Mass celebrated by the Bishop at 6:30pm and dinner to follow
Catering will be provided however, you are most welcome to bring a plate

Deputy Principal—Academic Studies
‘Welcome to week 4. There are some very important dates on the horizon,
Wednesday week 6 is our College Tour please come along, meet our fantastic
teachers and see our great facilities. Next week is NAPLAN for years 7 & 9. It is
extremely important that students are aware of the expectations of them during
NAPLAN, these expectations will be relayed via Homeform teachers. Can all parents
please ensure that students have submitted calculators, rubbers, sharpeners and 2B
or HB pencils before Friday this week. If you have any questions related to NAPLAN
please do not hesitate to contact me.
Chris Trevillion,

Deputy Principal – Academic
Studies

We have some great learning happening at the moment, our Year 8 / 9 Outdoor
Education class is going on a fishing trip to Mandorah, our Year 7 team are currently
working on their term 2 integrated project of a community garden and our Year 12
students are about to begin some work ready courses.
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Deputy Principal - Pastoral Care
Year 7 Retreat
What a wonderful opportunity I was offered to be able to spend last week at the
Year 7 Retreat held at Dundee Beach. As a teacher new to MacKillop College
and with responsibilities to the pastoral care and wellbeing of all students it was
great to have the opportunity to come to know many of the Year 7 students
away from the everyday demands of school.

Dale Gleeson

Deputy Principal – Pastoral
Care

Because I do not teach any Year 7 classes, contact with the cohort has been
incidental, leaving me as somewhat of a stranger to many students in this
group. This, however, did not create any barriers for the students on Retreat.
Almost immediately students enjoyed the freedom and scope of the activities of
this experience and welcomed the opportunity to allow me to come to know
many more of them through their enthusiastic responses to the activities and
interactions offered throughout the retreat program.

Throughout the retreat students were asked to reflect on their potential and
many shared their thoughts and allowed others in the group to come to know them better. I have no
doubt that this sharing strengthened some developing relationships and if the final affirmation activity is
any indication, students seemed much more accepting of their peers because of the opportunity to get
to know each other a little better.
As a cohort of students, the largest at our college, there is truly amazing potential amongst this group. I
feel comfortable suggesting that as the school continues to grow and we see the current Year 7’s feel
more comfortable to shape how our school develops, only good things can happen.
The work of all teachers, but especially Mrs Butt and Mrs Sayer in organising this experience for the
students, was outstanding. The nature of the interactions between students and teachers allowed each
to be seen in a way that the school setting does not often allow. I can only hope that this important
experience in the spiritual and social development of students and teachers carries over into the work
of both groups for the rest of the school year.

College Housekeeping
EARLY BUS PASS
Students who must catch the early bus which departs the College at 2.50pm for the Taminmin interchange will be
issued with an EARLY BUS PASS to show their teachers and exit class at 2.45pm. Students will not be permitted
to leave classes early unless permission in writing has been received from parents. Parents who wish their child to
travel on this bus will need to return the form which has been sent home or email Mr Gleeson with this request.

SUPERVISION IN THE COLLEGE GROUNDS BEFORE SCHOOL
Parents please note that the College Grounds are supervised in the mornings between 7.45am and 8.15am when
the bell sounds for Morning Roll. The College Office is attended from 8.00am. We ask that students who arrive at
school prior to 7.45am sit in the Breezeway adjacent to the Front Office. If Parents deliver students to the College
prior to 7.45am it is with the knowledge that there is no formal supervision in the yard at this time.
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Wetting the Roof Ceremony

A show of gratitude for a job well
done!

Traditionally when new houses and office buildings had their
roofs completed, to seal out the rain, wind and moisture, the
locals celebrate with a roof wetting ceremony. Usually the owner
and contractor or builder are the key persons and climb the
outside of a roof via a ladder where a bottle of black rum is either
poured on the roof or shared around.
For each new stage at MacKillop Catholic College we choose to
put a Catholic NT slant on the roof wetting ceremony. On the
afternoon of Thursday 16th April our Bishop Eugene under the
keen eye of the Builders ventured onto the roof to inspect the
infrastructure whilst many other have their feet planted safely on
terra firma enjoying a drink and some afternoon tea. As it turned
out, the roof passed with flying colours and all gathered had a
delightful time celebrating and showing gratitude for the amazing
job done by Nightcliffe Builders!

David Graham
Performing Arts & Rugby
League Coordinator
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Assistant Principal—Religious Education
So why go on Retreat?
A Retreat refreshes and revitalizes, gives the opportunity for more time spent in prayer
and contemplation, and rekindles and deepens one’s relationship with God and with
others. The purpose of a spiritual retreat, as an addition to daily spiritual activities, is to
temporarily leave behind the usual distractions we all face for a time long enough to
allow relaxation and for an inner change to occur: the ongoing conversion of heart that is
critical to deepening faith.
Yet, it is not only modern life that requires us to have times of quiet contemplation. A
scriptural basis for understanding the importance of retreat that long preceded the
modern world is easily found. We can turn to Jesus’ actions and his suggestions to
Marie Butt
others as transmitted in the gospel accounts. Near the beginning of Mark’s gospel, this is
Assistant to the Principal relayed: “Very early in the morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got up, left the house
Religious Education
and went off to a solitary place, where he prayed. Simon and his companions went to
look for him, and when they found him, they exclaimed: “Everyone is looking for
you!” (Mark 1: 35–37; see also Luke 4:42) He undertook his solitary respite not when
there were no other important matters to tend to, but because of the essential need to make time for prayer
despite all the things to be done. Sometimes Jesus would spend an entire night in retreat: “In those days he
departed to the mountain to pray, and he spent the night in prayer to God. (Luke 6:12). And, this is also relayed:
“The apostles gathered together with Jesus and reported all they had done and taught. He said to them, ‘Come
away by yourselves to a deserted place and rest a while.’ People were coming and going in great numbers, and
they had no opportunity even to eat. So they went off in the boat by themselves to a deserted place.” (Mark 6: 3032) No doubt, the apostles were energized by the response of the crowds they encountered, but they still needed
a chance to recharge before carrying on.
The College Retreat program provides students with the opportunity to separate themselves from the business of
their daily lives in order to spend quiet time in self-discovery and in focusing on their relationship with God. These
Retreats are a very important part of our Religious Education and Pastoral Care program.
YEAR 7 RETREAT
The Year 7 Retreat was held at Dundee Lodge in Week 3. The Retreat was a wonderful experience for all of the
students and staff involved. The students participated enthusiastically in a range of activities and games designed
to lead them to greater personal awareness and help them to build relationships with other students and staff. The
scripture messages revealed at Retreat encouraged students to reflect on their individual gifts and talents and use
these to grow to be the best person they can be. In free time students explored the beach and had fun in the pool.
Father Ched joined the Retreats on Tuesday and Thursday evenings for a special Eucharistic celebration. Thank
you to Father Ched and the wonderful Year 7 staff whose commitment makes these Retreats possible.
Thank you also to the students for the special times shared at Retreat.

.
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Assistant Principal—Religious Education Continued

ANZAC DAY

.

This year the College held a solemn ANZAC DAY Liturgy on Friday 24th April. The service was
presented by the College Captains with music by Mr Graham and Mr Grant. Our prayer was led by
Father Ched and the Commemorative addresses were delivered by Mr Neil Forsyth, Chair of the
College Board and former Australian Defence Force member, and Mr Colin Cole, Secretary of the
Palmerston Returned Services League.

MacKillop Catholic was very proud to be represented by a number of our students at two major ANZAC Day
events in Palmerston this year. A bevvy of brave souls attended the nightlong Youth Vigil at the Palmerston
Cenotaph, a fantastic contribution. The following morning a large group of students, staff and families participated
in the annual march through Palmerston. This event culminated in the laying of wreath by our College Captains.
A huge thank you to all those who represented the College so well.
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When War Broke Out in 1914 by Mr Neil Forsyth
When war broke out in 1914, Australia had been a
federated nation for only 13 years, and the new
government was eager to establish its reputation among
the nations of the world. When Britain declared war,
Australia was automatically placed on the side of the
Commonwealth.
In 1915 Australian and New Zealand soldiers formed
part of the expedition that set out to capture the Gallipoli
peninsula in order to open the Dardanelles to the allied
navies. The ultimate objective was to capture
Constantinople (now Istanbul), the capital of the
Ottoman Empire, an ally of Germany.
The Australian and New Zealand forces landed on
Gallipoli on 25th of April, meeting fierce resistance from
the Ottoman Turkish defenders. What had been
planned as a bold stroke to knock Turkey out of the war
quickly became a stalemate, and the campaign dragged
on for eight months. At the end of 1915 the allied forces
were evacuated from the peninsula, with both sides
having suffered heavy casualties and endured great
hardships.
By the time the evacuation had been completed in
January of the following year, more than 110,000
people from all those countries involved had sacrificed
their lives and over 200,000 more were injured.
The Gallipoli campaign had a profound impact on
Australians at home, and the 25th of April soon became
the day on which Australians remembered the sacrifice
of those who died in the war.

served in the Boer War and was involved in action at
Quinn’s Post a ferocious place indeed.
Then and Now (By David Legge)
Then…
Struggling ashore the khaki covered men met with
murderous fire
Up the beach, past fallen mates only to face cliffs and
valleys filled with foe
The booming navy guns send shells overhead, bullets
and shrapnel in reply
Is this the right beach? Historians will debate and
officials deny.
The enemy is pushed back and a toe-hold taken, Anzac
Cove is where we are
Aussie and Kiwis and Turks agree, this place is surely
forsaken.
Trenches hold the Anzacs in check – from Lone Pine to
Quinn’s Post
There’ll be no break out though in vain they try.
For neigh on eight months death, dying and wounds is
the game
Offence and defence is the play of the day with
dysentery waiting in reserve
Then its time to go, the first real success
A legend is born and a nation hardened.
Now…

Every year the nations mourn the lives lost and heroes
born
Although the Gallipoli campaign did not achieve its
The
silence and cold of each ANZAC day dawn brings a
military objectives, the Australian and New Zealand
wonder
to all
actions during the campaign left us all a powerful
These men were like you and I, yet they are giants from
legacy. The creation of what became known as the
“Anzac legend” became an important part of the identity the past
of both nations, shaping the ways they viewed both their We are no longer enemies our fight long gone.
past and their future.
We bake our ANZAC biscuits, toss up old pennies and
march with pride
This particular year is special; The hundred year
anniversary has lit a fire in many people’s lives wanting The memorials in every town and city bare silent
testimony to our fallen sons
to understand their own ancestors involvement at
The children are taught what it means and who they
Gallipoli and other military encounters for the past 100
were
years.
And all of us remember.
Fortunately with the help of Google, and actual certified
resources, many people have taken the opportunity to
undertake this research and engage in this exciting yet
humbling activity.

The Sands of Gallipoli receive new footprints of
Australian feet
They come to bare witness and see for themselves
100 years so soon, how did that happen so fast?
As someone who has had the privilege of defending this The legend remains and a nation mourns.
great nation, I am honoured and humbled to know that
My Grandfather served in PNG in WWII and My Great
Grandfather served in France in WWI. I now also know
that my wife’s Great Grandfather / my daughter’s Great,
Great Grandfather served at Gallipoli after having
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From the Sports Department

What’s coming up with Sport in Term 2…
PARCS INTERSCHOOL SPORTS EVENTS
Thurs 21st May
Week6

TOUCH FOOTBALL (David Graham)

Thurs 4th June
Week 8

CROSS COUNTRY (Tammy Woodward)

Brodie Boyd
PE & Sports Coordinator

TOUCH FOOTBALL- TRIALS
Day

Date

Time

Thursday

11th June

4.00 – 5.00pm

Thursday

18th June

4.00 – 5.00pm

Venue
MacKillop School Oval

CRICKET—TRIALS Players must be a minimum of 10 years – i.e. born no later than 2005, and a maximum of
12 yrs – i.e. born no earlier than 2003.)

Day

Thursday
Thursday

Date

6th

Time

July

4.00 – 5.00pm

August

4.00 – 5.00pm

30th

Keep these important Sports Dates for Term 2: 






MCC Athletics Carnival
Swimming Squad each Tuesday afternoon
Top End Shield Katherine 21st—23rd May
Netball Training Every Tuesday afternoon
MCC rugby League Training Weds afternoons

Venue

Fred’s Pass
NRL Game Development Saturdays 10—12
noon

Whole College Athletics Carnival
Week 7
Friday 29th May 2015
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Performing Arts Department
EELS CUP INVITATION 2015
Wednesday 27th May:

4pm Webber Park (Litchfield)
MacKillop vs Timinmin U16s
4pm Webber Park (Litchfield)
MacKillop vs Katherine U16s

Wednesday 3rd June:

For sale
David Graham

Performing Arts & Rugby
League Coordinator

MacKillop Sharks Rugby Caps $15 each.
If you interested in purchasing either of these caps,
please see David Graham or Michelle Mills in the
Music room.

KATHERINE TRIP
20th-22nd May

Excursion forms available from Performing Arts
(Mr Graham or Mrs Mills)

Music
Music Camp: 18th & 10th May (Excursion forms available from Performing Arts)
Music Night: Thursday 4th June, 6.00pm Performing Arts Block

Dance
Dance Night: Wednesday 3rd June, 6.00pm Performing Arts Block

David Graham

Duke of Edinburgh Program

Performing Arts & Rugby
League Coordinator

We congratulate Alysha Pope and Sarah Grant
who attended Parliament House recently to
receive their Bronze Awards for the Duke of
Edinburgh Program

Mrs Brodie Boyd
Duke of Edinburgh
Coordinator
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From the Languages Department
Konnichiwa Parents & Guardians,
This year a group of six students from Year 9-11 will travel to Japan for
MacKillop’s first Japan Study Tour in mid-July.
The 20 day program includes visits to historically significant sites such as
Hiroshima, Kyoto and Nara, while also experiencing the technology and fast
pace of Tokyo.
Students also spend five days with a Japanese host family and participate in a
Summer Camp in Osaka with students in Japan who are learning English.
Ms Zoe Saliba
Head of LOTE Department

I hope in the future that more students who continue to study Japanese will
be able to join this program as it offers a chance to use their language
learning and experience modern and traditional culture first hand.

To help our students get to Japan we are holding some fundraising events this term. Our first
event is a Trivia Night at Cazalys on the Saturday 16th May.
We’d love you to join us for this fun night that includes various games and prizes. If you are
unable to attend the event, we are also looking for support for donations of prizes for the Trivia
Night.
Any business or organisation that makes a donation would be recognised at our Trivia Night
for their support.
You can book your tickets at the Front Office in person or on the phone and also by contacted
me, Zoe Saliba at zoe.salilba@nt.catholic.edu.au
Hope to see you there.
Arigato Gozaimasu! (Thank You)

MacKillop Catholic College Japan Study Tour
Fundraiser

Trivia Night
Saturday 16th May, 6.30pm
Cazalys, Palmerston


games throughout the night



Prizes to be won



Great night out for the whole family



Help to raise funds for MacKillop’s first Study Tour to Japan

at

Tickets $15 per person - table of up to 10 people: tickets/table
bookings at the Front Office or by calling 89305757 or email Ms
Zoe Saliba at zoe.saliba@nt.catholic.edu.au
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Around the Campus
Wonderful Opportunities for our ATSI students with Schoolbased Traineeships.
If any students are interested please have them see Mrs Scullen VET Coordinator with a Resume.










All Banking SBT: Cert 2 or 3 Business, customer service/teller roles, can fit in with Work Ready
programs
Australia Post SBT: Cert 2 or 3 Business, customer service/retail roles, can fit in with Work Ready
programs
Medibank SBT: Cert 2 or 3 Business, customer service role, can fit in with Work Ready programs
Qantas SBT: Cert 2 or 3 Business, customer service/check-in and bag drop role, only 1 day per week
offered plus school holidays
NAB FTT: Cert 3 Business offered as only 12 month traineeship, or if already completed Cert 3 Business
then a Cert 3 Financial Services is next step. Customer Advisor role/teller
Westpac FTT: Cert 3 Financial Services offered over 18-24 months. Customer Service Officer role/teller
ANZ FTT: Cert 3 Financial Services offered over 18-24 months. Customer Advisor role/teller for 6-12
months, then progressing to Personal Banker role for remainder of traineeship
Australia Post PTT: Cert 3 Business offered over 18-24 months in Postal Services Officer role. Part-time
hours only, 5 hours per day/25 hours per week. National training award wages apply for first 3 months
then trainee is paid same rate as a normal Postal Services Officer (PD attached).

Mrs Rhonda Scullen
VET Coordinator

MacKillop Catholic College Swimming Squad

Every Wednesday at the Palmerston Pool
4pm-5pm
See Mr George or Mrs Boyd for further information

Mac Nights Term 2
Friday 29th May 2015 Nursing Home Visit (3.15pm-6.00pm)
Come to visit, sing and talk with elderly residents at nearby Terrace Gardens Nursing Home to brighten their day!
Please get a permission form from the front
office and return/email to Miss Hill (by
Wednesday 27th May)
Lauren Hill,
Lauren
CollegeHill,
Chaplain

Email: lauren.hill@nt.catholic.edu.au

College Chaplain
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Around the Campus
PARENTS AND FRIENDS PLEASE JOIN US FOR T HE BIGGEST MORNING TEA

FUNDRAISER
THURSDAY, MAY 28TH
4:00 UNTIL 5:30
BREEZEWAY AND CANTEEN AREA
Please Bring a dollar coin donation and a plate of food to
support the Cancer Council
This event has been organized by Year 11 Health students.
RSVP: 89305757
laura.mccosh@nt.catholic.edu.au

Uniform Matters
Thank you for your patience while MacKillop Catholic College restocks the uniform shop.
The school has been fortunate to obtain some interim supplies of the Middle School Girls Adult
shorts and Middle School Boys Shorts.
Girls shorts sizes 10 to 24 A are now available in limited supplies until the main order during June.
Unfortunately size 8A was unable to be sourced. We recommend trying the 10A in this instance.
In boys shorts size 97cm (24) are now available.
Middle school girls banded blouses in sizes 16C, 12A, 14A and 16A and Middle school boys shirts
in sizes 8, 10, 14, and 16 have arrived and are in stock.
SPECIAL!!!!!!!!
MacKillop Catholic College is offering the current Sports shorts at the special price of $28.00 This
represents a saving of $7.00 on this product. All sizes except 3XL are in stock, though some sizes
such as 10Y and 12Y are limited.
Sports House shirts are also on special for the price of $40.00 for a short time only.This is a saving
of $5.00 on this item.
Avail yourself to this special while stock is available. Once new stock arrives the pricing will reflect
the new stock costs.
For those students beginning to feel the chill of the “Dry” Season the school has a stock of school
approved Navy jumpers at $25.00 per item.
Uniforms can be purchased before/after school or during recess/lunch Monday to Friday.
Payments can be made by cash or with credit card. The school is happy to contact you for your
card details when the student selects the uniform items should this be more convenient for you.
Unfortunately uniforms cannot be placed on school accounts.
If you have any queries please call or email the school to see how best we may help you.
Mrs Vanda Rands
Uniform Coordinator
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Community Notices
Opportunity of a lifetime!
Liam and his mother Nicky, recently undertook a trek
along the Kokoda Trail, here are some of their
photos and memories of this great experience!

WOW! What an adventure Liam and I had in PNG. It was an opportunity of a lifetime, and we're both very
grateful for the experience.
It was physcially and mentally challenging but all of our prior training paid off and held us in good stead.
It poured rain daily just to add a bit more complexity to an already challenging trek!

Canteen Capers
Senior Students Cooking for the Canteen !
Our students will be cooking and serving a range of tasty foods for students who use
the canteen! This practical activity is an important part of their assessment. Our
students are great cooks !! Thai green curry chicken, a fresh wholemeal salad bar,
banana smoothies, freshly made wholemeal carrot and
coconut cake slices, a large fruit bowl and much more will be
available.
This means that the online facility will be unavailable from
Wednesday 20th May until and including Friday 22nd May
2015. apologies for any inconvenience this may cause.
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