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From the Principal

In 1886 Mary MacKillop said: “Work on with the means placed at your 
disposal”
Not long ago Joshua Bell, a world famous classical violinist, played 
outside a busy railway station and hardly anyone noticed.
Within fifty minutes a thousand people passed by, and only one or 
two paused in the presence of sublime beauty.  A few children wanted 
to stop, but they were hurried past by preoccupied adults.

The majority just didn’t notice, or have time for, the beauty that had 
crept unnoticed into their day.  A spiritually powerful, uplifting 
experience was passed up.

AreAre we sufficiently aware of the wonderful gifts that that been 
bestowed on us here at our College, and are we grateful enough for 
them? As Stage 3 takes shape I urge all to stop for a moment and 
appreciate and give thanks for what we have been given.

May the spirit and passion of Mary MacKillop continue to inspire and 
empower us to choose life in its fullness, not only for ourselves but for 
others – especially those in need.

Blessings of faith, love and joy to all,Blessings of faith, love and joy to all,

Lauretta Graham
Principal

“Never see a need without

trying to do something about
 it.”

St. Mary MacKillop

          Dear Members of MacKillop Catholic College   
          Community,

          We wish you a very happy Feast Day!
                    Last Friday, we celebrated a life that invites life, the  
          life of our Patron Saint Mary MacKillop.  What an  
          amazing celebration. We have so many to thank.  
          Our Bishop Eugene, Fr Tom, our P&F Association,  
          Catholic Education Office (Mr Michael Avery & his 
staff), parents, staff and students.  During this celebration the Bishop 
turned the sod for the new buildings and blessed the builders and the 
site.site. We pray with grateful hearts for the spread of Mary MacKillop’s 
charism, especially in our College Community.
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From the Principal
MacKillop Catholic College External Validation 2015

Dear Parents and Community Members,

This year MacKillop Catholic College will review our progress towards our strategic goals for the College 
through a validation process. We have much to celebrate in our journey as a new Catholic school community, 
and it is timely to review our progress to date, with the intent to inform our future planning.   

AnAn External Validation Team will work with College Leadership as part of Catholic Education NT’s cycle of 
improvement, the School Improvement and Renewal Framework (SIRF).  The validation team will report to 
the College and Catholic Education Office on our successes and challenges in each of the six areas of the 
SIRF during these initial years of our College, and make recommendations for the future. 

ToTo provide context for the External Validation Team the College will assemble data including a 
self-assessment in each of the six SIRF areas, which will be led by our College Leadership Team. The 
External Validation Team will review achievement data from the range of sources, and through interviews 
with our college community and key partners. They will invite responses to key questions about our College. 
The Team will also take the opportunity to meet with College Leadership Team, staff, students, parents and 
community, and will be visiting the College on Friday 11th September. 

The Team will compile a report that:

  • outlines the College’s significant achievements, outcomes and celebrations
 • may make explicit recommendations regarding areas for improvement or further development.

The validation process will affirm school successes and provide a foundation for further growth.
I thank you in anticipation for your engagement with the College’s External Validation. 

We invite parents to respond to the focus questions below. Please return by email to 
lauretta.graham@nt.catholic.edu.au or drop responses to front office, thank you.

1.1. Bishop Eugene has asked Catholic schools to reflect on the following question throughout 2015: “What is  
  our Catholic practice in … ?”

  1.1 In Religious Education curriculum, assessment and reporting?

  1.2 In our College and Catholic Education NT policies & procedures and their implementation? (e.g. staff  
    qualifications in RE; social justice; inclusion)

  1.3 In our identity as a Catholic school – signs and symbols, prayer, celebrations

    1.4 In accessing professional learning offered by the Catholic Education Office and others in Religious   
    Education and Catholic Identity?
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From the Deputy Principal: Pastoral Care

Recently you may have seen programs on 
television that suggest a growing level of 
addiction to technology in its various forms, 
but the aspect that causes most grief in the 
educational setting is Social Media. As 
schools come to grips with the ubiquitous 
nature of mobile technology there is a 
growinggrowing powerlessness around our ability 
to have any real control over this social 
media element.
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From the Deputy Principal: Academic Studies
Week 4 is upon us and that means that we are already planning for 2016!

 • Our Year 9 into 10 Subject Selection Evening is in Week 5, Wednesday 19/8.

 • Our Year 10 into 11 Subject Selection Evening is in Week 8, Tuesday 8/9

 • Our Parent / Teacher / Student Conferences are Week 9, Tuesday 15/9.
 
II know some of these dates are later in the term, but when mango madness hits, the 
weeks fly by!
 
AlsoAlso one point for clarification; no student is allowed to leave the College to purchase 
takeaway food, have family or friends drop off takeaway food or order food to be de-
livered to the College. If this does occur, the food will be confiscated. We are very for-
tunate to have a great canteen with so much variety, so there is definitely no need to 
buy fast food.
 
Please do not hesitate to get in touch if you have any questions.

Chris Trevillion
Deputy Principal: Academic Studies

From the Parish Priest
Dear brothers and sisters,

Peace be with you.

You are invited to a series of talks in the meeting room in the church, corner of Emery Avenue 
and Harrison Court, on Monday and Thursday nights at 7.30pm. These talks are for adults and 
youths. It is a wonderful adventure you can begin with your teenage children. There will be 
videos for younger kids in the next room.

All Welcome.All Welcome.

Fr. Tom English
Parish Priest
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Parents & Friends Association News
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Religious Education and Catholic Identity News
Year 7 Students Visit the Cathedral

The Year 7 students visited St Mary’s Star of The Sea Cathedral over two days in week 
three as part of the Journey in Faith Unit, Church and Community. 

TheThe students had a great time searching around the Cathedral finding information about the history 
of our Diocese and the Cathedral. We were assisted by Mr Vin Victory, Father Tom, Father Ched 
and Father Herman. On both days, the students participated in the midday mass. On Wednesday, 
we were fortunate enough to have the Bishop of our Diocese, Bishop Eugene Hurley, as well as 
the Bishop of Palmerston North, New Zealand; Charles Drennan, and the Archbishop of Brisbane, 
Mark Coleridge say mass for us in conjunction with Father Tom. On Thursday, we celebrated the 
Transfiguration of the Lord and Marc, Tyrone and Aaliyah proclaimed the readings for us when 
BishopBishop Eugene and Archbishop Coleridge celebrated mass with Father Herman. It was lovely to 
be able to explore the Cathedral and interact with other members of our Diocese. The students 
enjoyed a picnic lunch and some free playtime on the esplanade for lunch prior to returning to 
school. 

Rachel Griffin
RE Teacher



“May your journey always be filled with blessings, and may the life of Saint Mary MacKillop ignite in you the flames of faith and service”

MacKillop News

7

Religious Education and Catholic Identity News
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Photos from Feast Day 2015- Mass
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Photos from Feast Day 2015- Breaking the Ground
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Photos from Feast Day 2015- Tug of War
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Photos from Feast Day 2015- Activities
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Photos from Feast Day 2015- Activities
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Photos from Feast Day 2015- Activities
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Photos from Feast Day 2015- Morning Tea
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Photos from Feast Day 2015- MacKillop Dash
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Photos from Feast Day 2015- Awards
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From the Mary MacKillop Character Award Recipient 2015
Being presented with the Mary MacKillop Character Award for 2015 was a personal 
achievement. Having my name presented was overwhelming; it felt that my capabili-
ties and achievements were recognised. I am honoured to be the recipient of an 
award which leads in the footsteps of Saint Mary MacKillop, a woman of great 
powers and successes.

This award displays how Mary MacKillop lived her life to the fullest by “Never see[ing] a need 
without doing something about it”. I am humbled to be recognised for how I have displayed 
and followed the path of Mary MacKillop. I never imagined that I would be receiving this 
award, but am blessed to now know that actions speak louder than words.

II thank all my teachers and staff for their positive spirits and encouragement throughout my 
schooling at MacKillop Catholic College. I started at MacKillop in 2014 and came with a posi-
tive mindset and a willingness to give 100 percent at all times. MacKillop is a school which I 
am proud to be at, learn at, and experience new life skills.

I thank Mrs Graham for giving me the opportunity to learn at such a promising school. She is 
a beautiful lady who follows in the footsteps of Saint Mary MacKillop, and shares her journey 
through spreading it within the school community. I really do appreciate all your hard work 
you have put in to MacKillop and where it is today, and by this you have helped me become 
a more confident young lady who strives in excellence.

MacKillopMacKillop Catholic College has given me fantastic opportunities by participating in the Duke 
of Edinburgh. This has been an amazing experience and has taught me so much about life. 
I was selected to walk the Kokoda Track which I will be attending at the end of this month. 
This is such a big opportunity and staff at MacKillop have been there. This is a life changing 
experience which will never be forgotten. Every day I am humbled to be at MacKillop and 
lead in the footsteps of Saint Mary MacKillop.

Lead with Courage!

Olivia HardingOlivia Harding
Mary MacKillop Character Award Recipient, 2015
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Food Technology
As part of their assessment, the Year 11 Food Technology students were kept very busy 
for several days preparing a huge amount of food for the MacKillop Feast Day 
celebrations.

They served their creations at the morning tea on the day, making it an absolute success.

Marea Moulton
Food Technology Teacher
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Humanities Update
On Thursday July 30th, three MacKillop Year Levels ventured out into Darwin on various 
Geography excursions to give students real life experiences with the environment.

Year 7s spent the day at the Jingili Water Gardens, observing human usage of the site, 
identifying different stages of the water cycle, and pondering the human impact on nature. Year 
7 Sose Leader Jenny Campbell is to be commended for her efforts on this day, as well as staff 
and parents who supported the excursion.

JustJust over the bridge at the mouth of Rapid Creek our Year 8s explored erosion and various 
coastal landforms. They wandered the beach to Dripstone Cliffs and were able to time wave 
velocity and hypothesise how wave direction and speed impacted upon coastal erosion. Year 8 
Sose Leader Rachel Griffin is to be commended for her efforts on this day, as well as staff and 
parents who supported the excursion.

AndAnd finally, the Year 10s enjoyed a day at the Darwin City Waterfront observing the urbanisation 
of a natural environment. They engaged with the history and culture of the Waterfront, as well as 
critically questioning its environmental and economic impact beyond tourism. Year 10 Sose 
Leader Michael Kingston is to be commended for his efforts on this day, as well as staff and 
parents who supported the excursion.

TheseThese three excursions were a huge success where students gained practical knowledge and 
skills pertaining to the geography of the Darwin area. Thanks to the MacKillop Community for 
your ongoing support of days like these.

Kate Brady
Head of English and Humanities

Uniform Roundup
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Senior Years Curriculum

Compulsory SACE Assessment Requirements: Stage 1 School Assessment 
SACE subjects are 100% school assessed at Stage 1. School assessments are
'assessments that are set by the school, in accordance with subject outlines, and carried out
by the school.' (www.sace.sa.edu.au) At Stage 1 assessments are internally graded; however, compulsory subjects 
(English, Mathematics and PLP) have confirming moderation processes which are carried out each semester.

Compulsory Subjects
AtAt Stage 1, English, Mathematics, and the Personal Learning Plan (PLP) are compulsory. This means that students 
must receive a minimum grade of C in order to pass these subjects and graduate with their NTCET. If students do not 
receive a minimum of C then they are required to repeat the subject until they are able to reach the minimum standard 
if they fail to do this they will not complete their NTCET successfully. 

 • Personal Learning Plan (PLP): Students MUST complete 1 semester of PLP in year 10 with a minimum grading  
  of C.
  • English: Students MUST complete semester 1 and semester 2 of Stage 1 (year 11) English (any level offered)  
  with a minimum grading of C. 
 • Mathematics: Students MUST complete 1 semester of Stage 1 (year 11) Mathematics (any level offered) with a  
  minimum grading of C. 

Moderation
At Stage 1, English, Mathematics, and the Personal Learning Plan (PLP) are
moderated.moderated. This means that samples of student work are sent to SACE in order to confirm that teachers are marking 
fairly and grading accurately. 

Elective Subjects
AtAt MacKillop Catholic College all other subjects which are not compulsory are classed as electives. Students choose 
3 electives from a wide range of subject offerings which include Design and Technology, the Arts, Health and Physical 
Education, Humanities, Sciences, Languages, Business and Enterprise and cross-disciplinary subjects. It is an 
expectation that students choose subjects based upon the pre-requisites set for their post-schooling university course 
or areas of interest. These subjects will gain the students 10 credit points per semester per subject towards their 
NTCET at Stage 1.

Stage 1 Points
At Stage 1 it is expected that students will attain a minimum of 130 credits towards their NTCET. At Stage 1 it is expected that students will attain a minimum of 130 credits towards their NTCET. 

Making Wise Choices
It is imperative that students undertaking Stage 1 courses make well planned and wise decisions. Stage 1 subjects 
undertaken are the pre-requisite study options for Stage 2 subjects. Students studying at Stage 2 are required to have 
the suitable prior knowledge of the subject at a Stage 1 level. 

Pauline Watson
Head of Senior Years

Getting Your Head around SACE

One of the hardest things for parents and students is getting their head around all 
the requirements for SACE. How can I make sure I get my NTCET? What do I need 
to do to get an ATAR? These can be really hard to get right if you aren’t familiar with 
how SACE works. This week our focus is on Compulsory SACE assessment. 
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The Arts

PERFORMING ARTS UPCOMING EVENTS

19th AUG   ACO 2 – String Orchestra Concert 

9th SEP    String Department Concert

16th SEP   Music Technology Night

17th SEP   MacKillop’s Got Talent

19th SEP   Darwin Symphony Orchestra Workshop

2424th NOV   Young Musician of the Year 2015

26th NOV   Presentation Night

PERFORMING ARTS NEWS
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Sports & Physical Education News
Here are some photos from the Top End athletics day last week. Our school finished 
second overall which was a great achievement.
 
Well done to the following students who represented the College and showed excellent 
sportsmanship.
 
Michael Potter
Mikayla PerkinsMikayla Perkins
T’Leyah Turner
Dana Scaife
Leigh Bain
Max Fraser
Olivia Sloan
Conor Wilson
Jake CrawleyJake Crawley
Hayley Pearson
Will Lasker
Ella Mulvahil
Cheyenne Irving
Jamie Thorne
Dylan Collins
Alysha HealyAlysha Healy
Latonia Norris
Lyarni-Marie Hampton
Zoe Carrier
Callum Flanagan
Jake Downs
Amelia Cole
Jared CasimiroJared Casimiro
Bailey Howard
Kyle Collins
Darcy Nalder

Brodie Boyd
Physical Education Coordinator
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Rugby League News

SATURDAY night’s NRL fixture is not the only big ticket footy on 
in Darwin this weekend.
A group of the Northern Territory’s youngest budding rugby league players 
will represent their state at the 12 years and under School Sport Australia 
Rugby League Championships.

TheThe NT team will face representative teams from every Australian state, and 
is particularly wary of the rugby league stronghold states of NSW and 
Queensland, who have traditionally dominated the under age tournament.

From Darwin, Alice Springs and Katherine, the youngsters will finish an 
intensive skills training session on Friday before their first game against 
South Australia on Sunday.

“They“They are very excited but knackered after today,” NT team manager, Alison 
Sadowski said.

“Because our team is spread out all across the Territory, it’s very hard to gel 
and mould together as a team,’’ she said.

“So it’s fine to know how to play but to be able to read your team members 
and predict what they are going to do is difficult. Because our players are 
across the Territory, it makes it even harder for us.”

TheThe list of big name footy stars to come through the School Sport Australia 
Championships is extensive, with the likes of Wally Lewis, Darren Lockyer, 
Mark Gasnier, Paul Harrogan and Mat Rogers all having played as kids.
It is the first time School Sport NT has hosted the championships since 2008.
OnOn Saturday night, the NT side and their interstate competitors will get the 
chance to watch and learn from their NRL role models at the Parramatta and 
Penrith game, and will also have the chance to be down on the field as both 
teams warm up.

Rebekka Wake
NT News

Congratulations

Jarrod Perry and Mitch Purcell
Who have both been selected 

to referee
The National Under 12's The National Under 12's 

Carnival here in Darwin They 
are the youngest ever ref's To 
officiate a national Rugby 

League carnival.
Well done boys

Under 12s rugby league national championships training at Warren Park, 
Marrara. Thomas Snell 11yrs & Braithlee Payne 11yrs brace as Mitch Pyper 
12yrs (Alice Springs) makes a tackle. (all 11yrs old) Source: News Limited

RUGBY LEAGUE CALENDAR

13th AUG    RUGBY LEAGUE SHARPSHOOTER COMPETITION
19th AUG     NEWCASTLE KNIGHTS CUP: MacKillop Vs O’Loughlin (OPEN AGE) 4pm @ STJCC
27th AUG    GIRLS RL TAG Warren Park 9am
2nd SEP     NEWCASTLE KNIGHTS CUP: St Johns vs MacKillop (OPEN AGE) 4pm @ STJCC
9th SEP     NEWCASTLE KNIGHTS CUP: MacKillop vs O’Loughlin (OPEN AGE) 4pm @ STJCC
1616th SEP     FRIENDLY MATCH: MacKillop Vs TBA (under 13)
19th SEP     NRL NT GRAND FINAL DAY
23rd SEP     NEWCASTLE KNIGHTS CUP FINAL 4pm @ STJCC
23rd SEP     FRIENDLY MATCH: MacKillop Vs TBA (under 13)
7th OCT     TRAINING RUN (13s and 15s Team)
14th OCT     CATHOLIC CUP & TOP END SHIELD
16th OCT     RUGBY LEAGUE PRESENTATION NIGHT
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Rugby League News
Photos from Parramatta Eels Training Day
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From our Wider Community

If you have not 
received your Third Term 

Calendar, please email 
our College Office.
thankyou!

mackillopcollege@nt.cath
olic.edu.au

Woolworths Earn and LearnFrom Wednesday 15th July, when any staff, parents or friends from our school community shop at Woolworths, you can collect stickers to place on sticker sheets you have been provided. You’ll get one sticker for every $10 you spend. Once you complete your sheets you can place them in a collection box either here or at Woolworths.Woolworths are partnering with Modern Teaching Aids; 

Woolworths are partnering with Modern Teaching Aids; Australia's largest supplier of educational resources. This means we can choose resources based on our specific needs, across all learning areas, including Maths, English, Science, Art and Craft, Outdoor and Active, Music and more.
If you'd like to know more, go to 
If you'd like to know more, go to Woolworths.com.au/earnandlearn .

Last target achieved in Woolworths Earn and Learn by MacKillop Catholic College was 7500 Points!
We want to break that record…. 
Lets head for 10,000 Points  ….or more!

More points = more resources for 
More points = more resources for MacKillop Catholic College.
Please put your stickers in our box at Woolworths Palmerston or bring them into student reception.

Current:
3240

0

Our
Earn
and
Learn
Goal:
10 000
Points!Points!

10 000

“We really enjoyed the tour of the school this 

evening. Thanks so much for having us, for all 

the information and the cup of tea. We were 

really impressed with the school and the staff 

were so welcoming. Great atmosphere, 

wonderful facilies and your care and concern 

for students shines through. Thank you 
LauLauretta Graham. 

                     -Shelly Miller Barker

College Tour was a Suc
cess!
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From our Wider Community

First Aid Course Photos
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